
The name of Cential India, though new, and 
still mdefimte as to the exact limits of the tern- 
tones it comprehends, has been adopted in this 
work because it is the appellation by which Malwa 
and the contiguous provinces are designated in 
the official records of the Supreme Government 
This region was hardly to be traced m the best 
maps, and we knew httle of its inhabitants be- 
yond the reports of that contmued warfare and 
anarchy to which they had been exposed for the 
last thirty years, when the outrages committed 
by the hordes of plundereis to whom it had be- 
come a home, compelled us to enter it with oui 
armies in order that we might subdue them 
In January 1818 the Author was placed by 
the Marqms of Hastmgs m the mihtary and po- 
htical charge of Cential India, and dming the 
four years he filled that station, his own atten- 
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tion, and tliat of the able pubbc ofKccis iindci 
Ills aiithont}, was diiccted to the ob)C(t of col- 
lecting nintenals for the illustration ot its past 
and piesent condition These he foiincd into a 
report, which uas tiansbntted "y? Cxilcutta, uheic 

it was pnnted by oidei of Gwcnnncnt Scncinl 

% 

copies weie sent tti England, •fioin u Inch cojiious 
extiacts found then way into jiciiodical pubbta- 
tions Tins rcpoit hn\ing been dr.imi up amid 
the huriy of othei duties, and u lien the Author 
was in a bad state of health, Ii.ul man} irnjici- 
fections that icqiuicd to be toiTcctcd: he tlierc- 
fore sohcited peimission from the Ilonom-afilc 
Couit of Directois to make it the gromuhvork 
of tlus memoir, uliicli in consequence contains 
tlie substance of that official document 

Notwithstanding tlus adiantage the Authoi 
has found liis task much more difficult than he 
had anticipated , and he almost despairs of atti act- 
ing general leadeis to a work, which, althougli u 
contains much new and interesting mattei , is ne- 
cessarily filled with names liai'sh and unjilcasant 
to an Englishman’s ear, and fatiguing to Ins 
memory He has endeavoured to obviate tins 
senous objection, by tin owing many of the minute 
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details into the notes, and by transfening others 
to a veiy full Appendix and comprehensive Index. 
But, aftei all, these volumes must derive their 
chief merit fiom the collection of facts illustrative 
of the genmne histoiy and character of the Na- 
tives of India, and fiom the fiscal and statistical 
information they contam 

Though the pieinous studies and occupations 
of the Author had prepared him for the task he 
undertook , stdl there was such a blank to fill up ; 
so httle was known, and so much knowledge was 
ndispensable before he could venture to transmit 
a report that was to be the foundation of pubhc 
measures, that'he would almost have shrunk from 
the undertaking, had he not been assisted m his 
reseaiches by many pubhc officers distmguished 
for their zeal, activity, and talents Their desig- 
nations, the duties they performed, the nature 
of the communications they contributed, together 
with the other sources of information, aie stated 
the Appendix* A perusal of this list wiU 
Treatly enhance the value of the facts, and shew 
hat they possess every requisite to establish their 
ihenticity 


Appendix, No I 
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Ko fa\oniablc .in ojiportunity lias <cl(lom or- 
cunccl of obsminf^ the clmiactcr of all tanks of 
the Natnos of India, ns that MliKh the Author 
c*njo}(d. 7’hc situation in u Inch he nas placed 
enabled him to obtain the most innintc infor- 
mation at a penod when penihar cinnrnstanres 
tended to hrm<f e\cr} vniiii' and mcc that be- 
longed to indnidnnK or (omiminitlcs into pro- 
minent nrlion ; and if lie lias siiceeidcd in con- 
\e}ing tln\ knnulcdgo to the Kurojiean rtindci. 
Ills ohicet IS attained Throughout this -nork the 
Aiithoi hn> inirposel} ahstnini'd fiom making rom- 
pansons hetneen the halnts, pin deges, and con- 
dition of the inhalnlants of Ccnti*nl India, and 
those of othei paits of that ^a^t continent .Such 
ojiportiinilic* picscnled themselves at o\er} page, 
hut c%en a superficial notict> of them \\ould ha\c 
suclled these volumes to .an incoincmenl hulk ; — 
besides this, it c\as thought, for many reasons, 
cx])cdient to reject them, and to lea\e to other-, 
the task of comparing the facts slated, uitli in- 
formation dcn\ed from othei somccs It nji- 
pcaicd, howcnei, inaimbcnt on the Ant hoi to 
oflci some general reflections on the lahne of the 
Butish jiowei m the East , how far it has hern 
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affected by late conquests , and also to state his 
opinions regarding the species of administration 
best adapted to Central India and countries simi- 
larly situated To this object he has devoted the 
Goncludmg chapter, which contams the result of 
all his experience , nor has he there lecom- 
mended any measure which he does not, from 
smcere conviction, beheve to be both practicable 
and mdispensable To explam this stdl farther, 
he may add, that there is not a sentiment therem 
expressed, which has not m substance, and nearly 
m words, been previously submitted, in a pubhc oi 
private form, to his offiaal supenois, or to those 
whose duty it was to commumcate with them , 
and he beheves, that although differences of opi- 
mon may exist, chiefly as to the mode of intro- 
ducmg such arrangements, his suggestions are not 
essentially at variance with the sentiments enter- 
tamed by the eminent persons to whom his letters 
were addressed 

The Author need hardly state m this Preface, 
what a knowledge of the station he filled implies, 
that, m the prosecution of all his measures, he 
acted merely as the executive officei of the Su- 
pieme Government The pecuhai circumstances 
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of the coiintncfe coniinitted to hi«; tlinigc icfjuircd 
that he sliould luue lalitiulc of artton, and 

tins ^\as gi.intcd to him Mith scni<eh anj ic*-tric* 
tion Indeed, to lhi‘i iinhiinted confidciue, and 
to the ])Cl^onnl as A\di as jmhlic support of the 
IMaiqins of Hastings, niul tlic hfxinl and just 
plIncl))le^ of that nuhleman’s adinimstr^ilmn, he 
must nscrilie tlait success uith uhicli his lalxmrs 
ucrc attended 

'I’he Appendiv uill be found to contain some 
s alunble papers — A short memn'n of tin mnii, 
untten by Lieutenant Gihhmgs, assistnnl-rpiartt r- 
master-general. uho coiislnuted it, should base 
lieen mchuled, but this useful document has 
unfortunately been lost ; it liccomcs nt cc's'-nn . 
Iheiefoie, to state, that its contents sheued th.il 
the nccompaiuing ma]i of Central India wascn- 
tncl) composed from original and authentK ma- 
tciials These consisted of measured routes and 
inihlar} sunc)s, coiTcctcd In the tables of lati- 
tudes and longitudes famished In (.’aptam J)an- 
geifield, nhose scientific papeis,, alike iliustratiNo 
of tlie Geology and Gcograjiln of the cmmlnes lie 
visited, mil he noticed licrcaftcr 
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Foi his kind aid m collecting the press, and 
for his opinions and obseiTations on diiferent 
parts of this woik, the Authoi is under great 
obhgations to Mi W Hamilton, a gentleman well 
known to the piibhc by his Indian Gazetteei, and 
Description of Hindustan, works which have dif- 
fused a general knowledge of oui Eastem pos- 
sessions beyond any that have been pubhshed 
Mr W Hamilton has also digested a Geogia- 
phical Index of the Provinces, Cities, and Towns 
mentioned m the course of the Memoir Tins 
useful compendium has, for more easy reference, 
been kept distinct from the General Index, and 
forms the concluding number of the Appendix * 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


The Autlioi, wlio has been flattered by this 
early demand for a Second Echtion of tlie i\Ie- 
moir of Central India, lias endeavoured, by a 
carefiil coiTection of e\eiy error, by a nuniitc 
attention to the orthogiaphy of Indian Moids and 
proper names, and by explanatoiy notes, to 
lender the work moie worthy of the faioui able 
reception it has-met nnth fi’om the pubhc He is 
indebted for a great part of these coiTections and 
notes to Ins leained friend Giaves Cliamney 
Hanghton, Esq., Piofessor of Hindu Literature 
at the College of Hadeybury 
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CHAPTER I 


Ohsc! vution'i on the Gcogiaphy, Soil, Climate, and 
Pi odnctwns of Cential India 

k?i'i i 

Xhe pzefixed Map of the countiy now teiined 
Central India, comprises territory from twenty-one 
to twenty-five degiees North latitude, and from 
seventy-thiee to eighty East longitude, oi from 
Chittore in Me war North to the Taptee nver 
South, and from Bundelcund East to Guzerat 
West It includes aU those prmonces which for- 
merly belonged to the Soobah*, or Government 


* According to Abul Fazel, the author of the Institutes 
of Akber, whose authority most European geographers have 
followed, the Soobah of Malwa lies between the twenty- 
second and twenty fifth degrees of Noith latitude, and the 
seventy-fifth and seventy-eighth of East longitude, being on 
the North bounded by Narwar and a range of hills, on the 
South by Boglanah, on the West by Ajmeei and Guzerat, 
VOl. I B 
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t 

i. 

of Malwa The geneial application of the lattei 
tenii to such an extent of country appears to 
have had less reference to the original limits of 
that provmce, than to the cWi^iiience and usage 
of the Delhi Sovereigns rwho^efrl&t empiie ivas 
divided into ^6ohal)s, jot Gdvenihients, each of 
which was rulea By a-Soohahda? 'oi Viceioy; and 
the pimcipal proidnce of the temtones placed 
under the authority of the latter, geneially gave 
its name to the whole But we cannot have a 
stionger proof that these weie political, not geogra- 
phical denominations of countnes, than that which 
we find in the changing boundaiies of the difie- 
rent Soobahs of India under the hlahomedan i ule 
The fact is^ yhat’ the mandate’s* and institutions of 
the Moghul emperois weie alike unequal to altei 
the estabhshed usages of their Hindu subjects, oi 
to make them forget the names and limits by 
winch India was known to their ancestors, and 
they contmued (whatever the Soobah was tenned) 
to preserve the ancient divisions Thus it ap- 
pears, that besides Malwa Propei, the depen- 
dant but separate countnes of Hanowtec on the 
North-east of Nemaur to the South, and the 
hilly tracts of Rath, Bagiu, Kantul, and part of 
Mewar to the West and North-west, were in- 


ns extent from Nunderbar to Cbunderry being two hundred 

and thirty coss, and from Gurrah to Banswarra two hundred 
and forty-five coss 
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eluded l)y Mahomedans in that piovmce , which, 
according -to Hindu lecoid, supported by the\ 
stiong evidence of marked natmal boundaries, 
consists merely of the level elevated plain ex- 
tendmg North and South from the Vindhya 
mountains to the Chittoie and Mokundra range, 
and East and "West fiiom Bhopal to Dohud 
within these limits it maintains an uniform cha- 
racter, and m no part can they be passed without 
a distmct change in the features and elevation of / 
the countiy 

Malwa Propel may, theiefore, be concisely 
described as a table-land, in geneial open, and 
highly cultivated, varied with small comcal and 
table-ci owned hills and low iidges, watered by 
numerous nveis* and small sti earns, and favoured 


• Amongst the prmcipal rivers we may enumerate the 
Chumbul and Chumbla, the great and lesser Kalee Sind, the 
Mhaee, Seepra, Parbuttee,-Newy, and Ahor To these must 
be added, though not strictly withm the limits of the pro- 
vince, the Nerbudda, which runs nearly East and West, and 
a few streams which flow into it all the other rivers of 
Malwa have a Northerly diiection 

The Mhaee, which is m Guzerat, a broad fine stream, at- 
tains in Malwa no great size or body of water , it has its rise 
in a small plain five miles West of Amjherra, and shoitly 
after passing Bhopawur, pursues a Northerly course till it 
reaches the upper confines of Bagur, where the boundary 
hills give It a sudden turn Westward past Mongana it is, 
however, soon diverted from this direction by the high pn- 
mary mountains of Mewar, which bend it South, and this 
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with a rich productive soil, and a mild climate, 
alike conducive to the health of man, and the 
liberal supply of his wants and luxuries 

]\Ialwa in only a few places attains a greater 
height above the level of the sea than two thou- 
sand feet 5 yet, from the uniform nature of the 
country through which the nvers that nse in this 
province find their way to the ocean, and the httle 


course it pursues, with little deviation, till it falls into the sea 
in the Gulf of Cnmbay, near the town of that name This 
nver is not deemed navigable abo\e tuelve or fifteen miles 
from Its mouth, owing to its numerous shallows 

The nominal source of the Cbumbul is in a part of the 
Vmdhya range, nine miles South-west of the cantonment of 
Mhow , hut this part of the river is dry m the hot season, 
during which it ow'es its waters to otlicr tributary streams 
The current of this river is in most parts gentle, its bed 
rdeky, and its course tlirough Malwa much obstructed by 
shallows, but, after entering Harrow tee by nn opening in 
tlie Mokundra range, it becomes a fine and deep stream 
By tlie minute surveys which have been made of its course, 
It appears that die Nerbudda is navigable for small craft from 
the sea to eleven miles above Tulluckwarra, a distance of 
more than one Imndred miles Here commences a wild and 
hilly tract, which extends to a distance of ninety miles, in 
Borne parts of which the breadth of the nver is so diminished, 
and Us current so obstructed by rocks and shallows, that its 
navigation is altogether impossible Above the Hum Paid, 
or Deer s Leap, it is narrow and rapid, but becomes again 
navigable about fifteen miles below Cluculdah, and with the 
exception of a few places where short land carnage might be 
eslablislied, continues so for some distance to the Eastward 
of Hnshungabad 
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vanation m then banks, we shaE probably not eii 
much m assignmg to its plains a gieatei elevation 
than most parts between the Noitbern mountains 
of Hindustan and the Nerbudda , and though the 
land of Omerkantah, wheie that river uses, may 
be higher than Malwa, even its elevation will be 
found less than that of the great central table- 
range which divides the Southern pails of the 
peiunsida of India 

Exceptmg to the North-west, there is a lase 
towaids the provmce of Malwa jfrom aU quarters . 
to the South it is elevated one thousand seven 
bundled feet above the Valley of the Nerbudda, 
or Nemaur ; and this occurs in a very short dis- 
tance, from the abrupt ascent of the Vindhya 
mountains, which have little dechvity towards 
the North Though less strongly marked to the 
East and West, there is an equally well indicated 
ascent over the hilly tracts (branches of the Vm- 
dhya) which on the East pass Bhopal*, and on 
the West divide this piovmce from Guzerat and 
Mewar To the North-west there is an ascent to 
Mewar at the Chittore range, which is about two 
hundred feet high , but as the plam of Malwa 
dechnes to this point more than that amount, and 


* Bhopal, the capital of this province, forms on the East 
the same exact boundary as Dohud does on the West one 
gate of Bhopal is considered in Malwa, whilst the opposite 
belongs to Gondwarra 
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the country beyond it, oi West of it, begins again 
to descend, none peihaps but the Ingbest lands of 
Mewar can be considered on a level with the 
Soutliern parts of Malwa 

The temperature of Malwa is, in general, not 
only mild, but the range of the thermometei 
unusually small, except during the latter paii. 
of the year, when great and sudden changes often 
take place Though durmg the two months im- 
mediately succeeding the ramy season (when the 
hilly and woody parts should be shunned) fevers 
prevail heie ns m othei parts of India, yet the 
chmate must, on the whole, be considered as salu- 
biious*, and, to those encivated by a long resi- 
dence m the lower and ivarraer plains of India, 
pleasant and invigorating Tlie seasons are those 
common to Western India, and may chiefly be 
distinguished as the lainy, the cold, and the hot 
The fall of lam durmg the months of June, July, 
August, and Septembei , is, in general, mild and 
legulai, and may in common seasons be estimated 
at about fifty mches Duimg this season, the 
range of the theimometer is exceedingly small, 
seldom falling lower than 72" night and moimng. 


• The prevailing complaint among the natives of JIalwa 
IS fever, and agues towards the close of the year To the 
West of the Chumhul, an enlargement of flie spleen is very 
general , it has been ascertained that the cholera morlnis, 
which has so lately spread over India as an epidemic, aluays 
cMsts as a disease in tins proi'inte 
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or using higher than 7G° oi 77° at noon Though 
the mornings become cooler soon after the close 
of the ramy season, there is no very cold wea- 
ther till the month of December it contmues all 
January, and part of February In the latter 
month, m 1820, the thermometer stood, at six|^ 
o’clock m the moming, at 28° Dming the hot 
season which succeeds, the parching winds from 
the Northward and Westward, that prevail in 
most parts of India to an mtense degree, are here 
comparatively mild and of short duration The 
thermometer, however, durmg the day rises some- 
times as high as 98° , but the nights are invaii- 

m Malwa '/ 

As consistmg of a flat and basaltic formation,* v 
no variety of metaUic minerals can be looked for 
m Malwa lion ore of good quality is plentiful , 
and m the boundary hills and primary mountams 
of Mewar and Marwai, which extend to the 
North-west between this province, Guzerat, and 
Ajmeer, copper and lead-imnes are stated to have 
been formerly worked to some extent, and with 
considerable profit ; but during the late troubled 


* No II and No III of the Appendix are part of a 
Report from Captain Dangerfield, comprising bis meteoro- 
logical, geographical, and astronomical observations on the 
countries he visited That scientific oflficer has also added 
his remarks on the geology of Central India, which he has 
illustrated by a sketch annexed to No II The meteoiolo- 
gical register kept by Captain Dangerfield forms No III 


ably cool and refreshing 
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limesj, tins work was stopped, nnd it has not yet 
been lesumed 

The soil of Malwa, though gcneially of kttle 
depth, IS celebrated for its fertibty. It mostly 
consists of eithei a loose nch black loam, or a 
more compact feinigineous mould , add to this 
the facdity of artificial irrigation, and few pails 
of India nnU be found to possess moie natural 
advantages, or to produce a gi eater vanety of 
gram.* 

- Fiuits were foimeily in gieat abundance and 
perfection, and Abul Fazel mentions the luxu- 
nance which the nne attained m Walwa A 
mango is now pioduced, said to ha\e been on- 
gmally mtioduced fiom Goa by the Mahiattas, 
winch IS, m size and flavour, m no degree infeiioi 

* Of the vegetable productions of ]Malv\a, the poppy lor 
the extraction of opium is tlie principal, and constitutes a 
great portion of the export trade of that pro\mtc Of this 
drug, upwards of ten thousand maimdN, or «about 550,000 
pounds of avoirdupois weight, are annually produced, of 
which quantity six ^ousand mannds may be reckoned sur- 
plus for exportation Amongst the gram we may chiefly 
enumerate wheat, gram, peas, jouarry, bajric, moong, oorud, 
Indian corn, and toowur of the two first the largest amount 
IS exported Ricc is grown m small quantities for mterual 
^use, but there is cultivated more than sufficient for home 
consumption, of sugar-cane, tobacco, cotton, Imsced, tcel or 
sweet-oil plant, gnrJick, turmeric, and ginger Indigo is also 
raised in small quantities , and tlic monndo citrifolia is, on ^ 
account of its root, Winch affords an excellent rdd dye, and m 
a considerable article of commerce, reared to a great extent. 
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to those of its paient stock But guldens have 
foi the last thirty yeai's leceived httle attention 
in this pronnee , and the generality of its fimts 
aie not remaikable foi then quality, noi in gieat 
abundance 

Theie aie in Malwa and the adjoining pio- 
vinces many foiests, seveial of which abound in 
fine tunbei, paiticulaily the teak , but these will 
be noticed hereafter, as forimng a valuable article 
of commeice 

The anunals, wild and tame, aie the same as 
m othei paits of India Amongst the wddei 
classes mhabitmg the hdly and woody tracts, we 
may enumeiate the tigei, leopard, bear, wolf, 
hyaena, wdd hog, antelope, neelgahee or white- 
footed antelope, sambie, and other deei species 
The skin of the sambie, when well piejiaied, 
foi ms an excellent matenal for the mditary ac- 
coutiements of the soldieis of the Native Poweis, 
and IS exported to the neighbomang countnes 
Amongst domestic animals, the horned cattle aie 
much esteemed, and constitute a laige article of 
expoit Sheep and goats are neithei numeious, 
noi held in any estimation , but the neighbouiing 
provmces of Ajmeei and Mewai pioduce them 
in great numbers, and of a good kmd 

Though hoises aie leaied m Malwa, it has 
never obtained a high leputation for the bleed 
of that animal, ansing in some measiue fiom the 
pioximity of the celebiated bi ceding piovince of 
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Kattywai, and tlie piefeieiire gi\en by tlie M<i- 
homedans to the Northeni lioise, ntid by the 
Malirattas to the fine lace winch they brought 
wth them fiom the Deckan 

Camels are seldom bred in Malwa, nor does the 
chmate seem favourable to them ; they aie mostly 
hi ought from the dry, sandy, and waimei plains 
of Manvai, where they are reared in great num- 
bers, and of supeiior size and strength 

Fish, of good size and flavour, abound in most 
of the livers of Malwa ; but as neither these, noi 
the small animals of chase, and birds of prey and 
game, differ fiom those knoum in other parts of 
India, a distinct enumeration of them is unnc- 
cessaiy 

Some of the cities and towns * of Malwa have 


• Tlie principal cities and tornis of J\Ialua arc included 
in the following list Oojein, Indore, Dlmr, Rutlam, Nolje 
or Burnuggur, Katebrode, Oneil, Mundissor, Jouud, Ram- 
poora, Bampoora, Munassa, Aggur, Seronge, Bhilsa, Sbu- 
jabalpoor, Ashta, Shabjehanpoor, Dewass, Dug, Gungraiir, 
Tal, Mundawul, Mabidpoor, Sarungpoor, Bhopal, Dohud, 
and Mandoo Of these the most ancient is Oojcin, which 
ranks high among the sacred cities noticed m the Piirdnas of 
the Hindus, and is mentioned by Greek historians , but the 
modern Oojem stands two miles Soutli of the former ciij, 
which 18 said to have been buried under a shadow of earth, 
but which appears to me to have been ovcrwlielmed by tlic 
Seepra nver, and the new city, which stands neatly as high, 
has been often threatened with a similar fate 
Ne>ct in rank to Oojein, wc may pcihaps jilacc Dhar, or 




AND PRODUCTIONS OF MALWA 


been much celebiated both m ancient and modem 
histoiy Of some of these it is now difficult to 
tiace the sites, or discover the names, but many 
deseive the notice of the antiquary, from the le- 

Dharanugguree, as still called by the Hindus it is probably 
the ancient Dharanuggur, but its importance in the authentic 
history of Malwa is chiefly denved from its becoming, on 
the transfer of the Government from Oojein, the seat of the 
princes of that province previously to their final establish- 
ment at Mandoo This last city, though containing noble 
and interesting remains, has long since been entirely deso- 
late It will be hereafter noticed 

Indore, as a city,^is of modern date That part of the 
Holkar capital called Old Indore, was a small village, the 
site of which pleased Ahalya Baee, who encamped at it after 
the death of Mulhar Row Holkar She ordered the head 
officer of the district to remove to it from Kurapail , and, 
having built a new city on the opposite or Western bank of 
the small clear stream which flowed past it, gave it the same 
name of Indore Her partiahty for this spot soon raised it 
to a state of comparative prosperity, though she continued 
through life to reside at the city of Mhysir 

The origin of Bhdsa and Mundissor is involved in that 
fable which is common to all early Hindu history The 
former is said to have been built by the Hindu demigod 
Rdmachandra, and the latter by his son Desaretha, who gave 
his name to the city, which it retained till modern times, 
when it was corrupted by tlie Westein Rajpoots to Dussore, 
and IS now generally called Mundissor 

Shujahalpoor and Shahjehanpoor derive their names from 
their founders The former was built by Shujab Khan, one 
of the most distinguished governors of Malwa, and the latter 
by the Emperor Shah Jehan 

Seronge, corrupted fiom Sheer Gunge, derives Us name 



nioviNcr 01 nemauii 

inauib of ai clutectui e, sciilptuie, and inscuptions 
(o be found anud theu nuns 

The small Piovmce of Nemauii is that pait of 
the Valley of the Nerbiidda which lies between 
Hindia East and Kotia West, and between the 
Vindliya lange North and the Satpooia South 
Its length IS about one bundled and tlmty miles, 

and origin from Us site, becoming tlie Gunge, or canton- 
ments, ot the Emperor Sheer Shah 

Rutlam was greatly increased, and, according to some ac- 
counts, entirely fovtndcd during the reign of Shah Jehan by 
Ruttun Singh, a Rhattore Rajpoot, on uhom the district of 
uhich It IS now the capital, was bestoived as a reward for 
milUary services 

Nolye was built by Raja Nol, or Nowul Its modem ap- 
pellation of Burnuggur has us origin in a strange rulgar 
superstition of names of bad omen, which must not be pro- 
nounced before the morning meal The city is called either 
Nolye or Burnuggur, according to the hour in which Us men- 
tion becomes necessary 

Sarungpoor is an ancient city, and the head of a Sircar, or 
large division of the country It was greatly improved by 
Baz Bahadur, tlie last Musulman prince of Malwa wlio as- 
sumed the title ot King 

Bhopal, we are told, derived Us name from its Rajpoot 
founder, the minister of the celebrated Hindu Raja Bhoj, 
and was built at the same time that his master formed the 
present district of Tal into a lake, and founded near it the 
city of Bhojpoor, now in rums 

Among the lums which merit the attention of the anti- 
quary, we may mention those of the ancient town oi Woone, 
in Neinaur, and the Caves oi Baug in Rath, and those of 
Dumnar, near the Cliiiinhul 


PROVINCE OF NEAIAUR 


and its general breadth from thirty to forty , hut 
in the centre it may be reckoned above seventy 
On the North bank of the Neibudda, the boundary 
mountains seldom recede more than eighteen miles 
from its banks , and at the Hiuti Pahl"^, or Deei’s 
Leap, on the Western extiemity of the province, 
the tvm ranges are merely divided by the rivei 
The greatei part of Nemaur is a fertile undulating 
plain, once perfectly open, flounshmg, and higldy 
cultivated, but of late years overgiown in many 
parts with low jungle, oi brusliwood Tlie 
Western portion on both sides the nver, in- 
cluding Burwanee, Cliiculdah, Dhurmpooree, $ul- 
tanabad, and as far as Kurgond, is generally level 
and cultivated , but the Eastern poi’tion, from the 
West of the sacied Island of Mundattaf to Kaut- 
cote, is, on the Northeni bank:]; of the Neibudda, 


^ The name of the Hum Pahl is denved fiom the circum- 
stance of the river being here obstructed by large masses of 
basalt, rising about ten or eleven feet above the ordinary 
level of the stream, and giving passage to the river through 
three very narrow channels, across each of which, it is sup- 
posed, an antelope could bound 

t This island, which is about thirty-eight miles above 
Mhysir, IS the religious resort of Hindu pilgrims from all 
quarters, as containing the slinne of Ongkar, it being con- 
sidered one of the twelve places of Mahadeo’s presence on 
this earth See Miindatta^ in Geographical Index, vol ii 
t The North of the Nerbudda from Kautcote to Nemawur 
opposite Hindia, is deemed by the natives part of Gondwarra, 
and the inhabitants speak the Gondee dialect 



PROVINCE OF NEMAUR 

one mass or cluster of low lulls covered with thick 
jungle, and almost entirely desolate, excepting on 
the ammediate boidei-s of the nver, where some 
predatory Rajpoot chiefs found fastnesses secui'e 
from pursuit, whence, till the estabhsliment of the 
Enghsh power, they phindeied tlie neighbouimg 
distncts from Asseer to the gates of Indoie On 
the Southern bank, for thiee or four miles from 
the nver, the coimtry has the same features as to 
the North, but beyond that, it resembles other 
paits of the province, excepting that from the 
desertion or destruction of its population, less cul- 
tivation exists, and low jungle has in most parts 
taken its place 

The soil of Nemaur is not dissimilar to tliat of 
Malwa, and its pasturage is leckoned pecuhaily 
fine Besides the Nerbudda, wlncli traverses its 
whole length, it is well watered bj’- the several 
tnbutary streams of that nver 

Tlie greatest part of the lands on the Northei n 
bank of the Nerbudda belong to the Governments 
of Dhar and Holkai, excepting the small district 
of Bancaneer, which is the property of Sindia, 
and some of the hdly parts of the pioiunce, nhicli 
Rajpoot and Bheel chiefs contmue to possess 

Mhysir must be considered the piinapal, and 
almost only place of note in Nemaur This an- 
cient city, which is pleasantly situated on the 
Northern bank of the Nerbudda, mth a fort ele- 
vated above the town, has long been, as well as 
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its attached lands, accounted a distinct portion of 
teintory, probably from having been undei the 
immediate management of the head of the Holkai 
family, when it was then capital That benefit 
which it formerly denved from bemg the lesidence 
of Alialya Baee, is now given to it as contammg 
the ashes of that great and venerated woman 
Pubhc buildings of diffeient kinds aie erecting, 
and a most spacious and highly finished flight of 
stone steps from the town to the nver, meant, 
with adjoming temples, to be dedicated to her 
memory, is nearly completed 

With the exception of the small district of Bur- 
wanee, the greatest part of Southern Nemaur con- 
sists of the ancient Sircar, or Grovemment, of Bee- 
jaghur, the name of which is now only preserved 
in the nuns of the capital, situated within the 
limits of a large hiU-fort m the Satpoora range 
This sircar, hke others, underwent, dunng the 
Mahomedan sway, different modifications One 
wnter mentions that, m the eighth year of the 
reign of Shah Jehan, the Sircar of Beejaghur, 
part of the Hmdia distnct, and some others in 
the space between the Nerbudda and the Taptee, 
weie directed to be incorporated mto the Soobah 
of Candeish , and Abul Fazel calls Beejaghur the 
capital of Candeish, and states it to have been for 
a long tune the residence of its viceroy These 
arbitrar)^ changes confiim what has been said 
regarding the usage of the Delhi Government 



I'ROVINCL Ol' IIA’IK 


Hindu tradition, coiioboialed by i)aines> of dis- 
tncts and by diffeience of language (a veiy stiong 
testimony) places as the Soutliein bouiid.ny of 
Nemani the Satpooi a range : aw oi ding to tlieni, 
the hill foit of Asseei*"^ is the boundaiy of tlie 
two pi ounces, and by some it is said to be half in 
Nemain, and half in Candeish 

From the Vmdhya lange on the Westein e\- 
tiemity of Nemaur, theie extends North a hill) 
tiHCt separating Malwa fioni Guzeiat, whose ge- 
iieial breadth is fioin fifty to seventy miles, and 
winch IS terminated by the SoutheiTi and ^Feste^l 
boundanes of Mewai The Southern portion of 
this tiact, winch lies between Tandlah and the Nei- 
biidda, constitutes what the Hindus tenn Ratii, 
and contains the seveial petty states of Jahooah, 
Ally, Bahia, Jobut, and the lands of then several 
dependent chiefs, tlie gieat jiiopoition of uhose 
subjects are Bheels Tlioiigh a consideiablc poi- 
tion of this distnct consists of locky hills and 
thick foiests, )et many fertile and ivell-wateied 
valleys he amidst the successne langes of its hills, 
which pumue almost invanahly a Northerly diicc- 
tion, nearly parallel and equidistant This countiy 


*' This strong fortress, according to popular tradition, de- 
rives Its name from its founder Assa, a rich and celebrated 
Hindu Zemindar, m landholder, of the Alieer tribe, and by 
Corruption Assa Aheer has been converted into Assecr 
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forms an intei mediate step, elevated above Guze- 
rat, and rismg towaids Malwa; but it is neithei 
m cbmate, nor production, equal to the latter 

Rath has, vpith the exception of the capitals of 
the petty states, few laige towns or villages 
Amongst the formei, Jabooah piincipally merits 
notice, from its romantic situation in a small nch 
valley, neai the base of a low range of hills 

The bills of Rath abound in iron ore; and the 
forests afford, besides the teak and bamboos, many 
tmiber-trees, adapted not only to buildmg, but 
to many other useful and ornamental purposes 
Theie are several weU-frequented roads through 
this province, connecting Malwa with Guzerat 

The province of Bagur is a part of the same 
hdly tract as Rath, from which it is divided by 
merely a narrow shp of Malwa, which projects 
into it from Petlawud to Dohud It is bounded 
on the North by Kantul and Mewai, and East 
and West by Malwa and Guzerat The country 
m no point differs from that of Rath but in the 
lesser number of its streapis, fewer valleys, ^nd 
less cultivation, exceptmg on its Northern extre- 
mity, where the sod is good and frmtful The 
prmcipal part of the mhabitants of Bagur are 
Bheels andMeenahs of the cultivatmg classes, under 
the authoiity of Rajpoot chiefs and Thakoors, or 
Barons The greater part of this province be- 
longs to the petty Princes of Banswaiva and Doon- 

VOL I c 
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gulhpool, whose capitals, with Saugn-'ana, are the 
only places of any note in the country. Many 
nuned towns, villages, temples, and inteiestmg 
Hindu antiquities, aie scatteied over its Northern 
division, indicative of a former state of prosperity 
and cultivation. The roads thiough it leading liy 
Doongurhpoor and Lunawarra into Gnzciat, arc 
good, and ranch fieqnented From its extensive 
and thick forests, feveis of a raahgnant natuie are 
prevalent during the two months immediately suc- 
ceeding the rainy season , nor can the chmate at 
any penod of the year be deemed pleasant or salit- 
brions. 

Kantul is a small distnct, rather than a pio- 
vince, lying between Bagiir and Mewai, and ex- 
tending Westwaid from Mundissor to the Bans- 
warra and Ode)q)oor temtones. Its lengtli is 
about forty miles, and breadtli from twenty to 
twenty-five mdes It compiases the principal part 
of the tenitories of the Raja of Pei'taubguih His 
capital is a large fortified town, but lus chief resi- 
dence has always been at Dewla, twelve nules 
West of It The greatei part of the countiy is 
level, open, and well cultivated It is mucli higlier 
than Bagur, bemg nearly of the same eIe\ation as 
that part of Malwa* wluch it adjoins Roads to 


* Some intelligent Hindus to whom I have spoken, account 

pan of KantuT in Malwa , hut the name signifies border or 
boundary 


PROVINCE OF HARROWTEE 

Guzerat, Kattywar, and Cutch> lead through this 
province Tlie soil of Kautul is good, and pio- 
duces opium and othei crops similar to those of 
Malwa It is well watered by small tiibutary 
sti earns of the Mhaee which nver passes near its 
Southern boundary 

The piovmce of HARROWTEEhes on the North- 
east extremity of Blalwa, and is sepaiated fiom it 
by the Mokundra hills, and the continuation of the 
Chittore range It possesses the general features 
and the same natural advantages as Malwa, with 
the exception of its climate, which, from its more 
elevated hilly girdle, is much wanner, and less sa- 
lubnous Its elevation differs little from that of 
the adjounng part of Malwa ; and it is fertilized 
by some of the same nvers^, which m their pas- 
sage through this distnct become considerable 
streams The pnncipal towns are Kotah, Patun, 
and Boondee, the first and last of which aie the 
capitals of the Bajpoot prmces who divide this 
provmce Patun, or, as it is commonly called, 
Jalrapatun, founded by the Raj Rana Zahm Smgh 
of Kotah, has withm twenty years nsen from a > 
village to be one of the most beautiful and opu- ' 
lent cities in Malwa 


* Kalee Sind, Cliunibid, Ahor, &.c 



pnoviNCE or hahiiowtei: 

The hilly belt which fonns the Eastem boun- 
dary of the level plains of Malwa, and which ap- 
pears to divide that province from Bunddcund in 
the same way as Rath and Bagur separate it from 
Guzerat, contains the small provinces of Clian- 
derry, Kycheewarra, and Aheerwara. This limit 
to the Eastward does not correspond nnth that as- 
signed by Abul Fazel, who computes the breadth 
of the soobah from Gun all to Banswarra at two 
liundred and forty-five coss^; a distance which 
compels us to conclude, that, of three Gurrahs in 
this quarter, that termed Gurrah Mundelah, or 
Gurrah Jubbulpoor, is the one alluded to The 
circumstance of this last district, winch, like Ne- 
maur, hes along the Nerbudda below the Vindhya 
range, lianng several countries between it and the 
plams of Malwa httle connected with the latter, 
and whose inhabitants speak a different dialect, is 
no reason why these lands should not liave been 
included in the soobah of that name, as consti- 
tuted under the Delln govemihent. But there 
appears every reason to believe, that Malwa was 
ongmally bounded by the hilly tract ahead} no- 


• The Coes is, in general, estimated at forty-two to the 
degree, but its length differs m almost every province of 
India It maybe computed as never under a mile and a 
half, and never (except in that introduced by the mandate of 
the late Tippoo Sultan m Mysore) more than tuo miles 



PROVINCE OF HARROWTEE 


ticed, which, touching Narwar on the North, 
connects it with Harrowtee and the Chittore 
jange, and joins on the South-east the Vindhya 
mountains, which, throughout, form the most 
marked of all the natural boundaries of the pro- 


vince 



CHAPTER II 


Hiiloj t/ of Moliou 

The history of Maliva is involved in daikncss 
and fable- Oojein, which may still, from its 
superioi magnitude, be deemed the capital of this 
provmce, has jieihaps more undoubted claims to 
remote antiquity than any inhabited city in India; 
It being not only mentioned in the sacred volumes 
of the Hmdus, but in the Peiiplus of the Er}’"- 
threan sea, and by Ptolemy We find, in Indian 
manusenpts, Malwa noticed as a separate piovince 
eight hundred and fifty years befoie the Chnstian 
aeia, when Dunjee, to whom a dinne oiigiii* is 
given, restored the power of tlie Brahmins, which, 
it is stated, had been destioyed by the Bud- 
dhists, many remains of whose rehgion aie still to 
be found in tliis part of India In the excavation 
of a mountain neai Bang, we trace, lioth in tlie 
form of the temples, and in that of the figures and 

I 

i ' ' 

• This tale is supposed by some to refer to lus being one 
I of the Soorujbuns, or Solar race, but most accounts deem 
' Dunjee a Bheel, and there can be no doubt that degraded 
■j race enjoyed poner in this part ol the country nt a very 
} remote period 
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symbols which they contain, the peciihar charao- 
tenstics of the Buddhist * worship 

According to Hindu records, the family of 
Dunjee had reigned three hundred and eighty- 
seven years, when Putraj, the fifth in descent, 
dying without issue, Adut Puar (a Rajpoot t 
prince) ascended the throne, establishing the 
Puar:|; dynasty, v^hich continued upwards of one 
thousand and fifty-eight years to rule over Malwa 
During the period that Dunjee’s family held 
Malwa, we find no particulai mention of them 
imtd about seven hundred and thirty years befoie 
Christ, when Dunjee’s successor is said to have 
shaken off his dependence on the sovereign of 
Delhi We lose even these mdistinct traces of 
Malwa after the above peiiod, till neai oui own 


* The principal Buddha is not so old as eight centuries 
before Christ , his age has been accurately ascertained, by 
coincident astronomical calculations, to be about five cen- 
turies and a half before Chnst (vide Asiatic Researches) 
There are, however, stiong reasons for conjecturing, that 
there were several Buddhas, often confounded with each 
other , the first, about one thousand years before Christ, the 
second about five hundred and fifty years before Chnst, and 
a third about two hundred and fifty years after Chnst 

+ Rajpoot, literally son of a Raja or prince, is the generic 
name for one of the first and most numerous classes, who 
are called Khetn, or the military, and form the second of 
the four castes into which the Hindus are divided 

X Puar IS the distinguishing name of a Rajpoot family, or 
clan, still numerous in Malwa 
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aera, when Viciamaditya, a pnnce wlioni all 
Hindu authors agree in desciibing as the encou- 
rager of learning and the arts obtained sove- 
reignty According to the Hindu authorities, 
Vicramaditya had no estate assigned him by lus 
father, and lived for a considerable time with liis 
illegitimate brothel Bhurtree at Oojem, the caiiital 
of the kingdom of Malwa, of which Bhurtiee w’^as 
governoi A quarrel, howeiei, arising between 
the brothers, Vicramaditya left Oojem, and tra- 
velled for a considerable period in great poverty 
ovei Guzerat and othei parts of India On Ins 
return to Malwa, he found that his brother, dis- 
gusted at the infidehty of his ivife, had resigned 
all worldly concerns, and become a religious inen- 
dicaut He therefore assumed cliaige of the 
province, and from that period commenced a ca- 
reer which led to the establishment of his power 
over the greatest part of India He is said to 
have restored the Hmdu monarchy to that splen- 
dour which it had lost in consequence of a suc- 
cession of weak monarchs, w^hose characters had 
encouraged the governors of distant provinces to 
rebel, and to form the territories committed to 


* We owe to Vicramaditya, or, by corruption, Vicrama- 
jeet, the mra known by his name, and which is at this day m 
general use over a great part of India It is computed, like 
the Christian sera, by the solar year, and commences fifty-six 
years before Christ. Vide Asiatic Researches, vol i p 144, 
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then’ charge into independent states. But this 
account of Vicramaditya has as yet been sup- 
ported by no substantial pi oof, though we must 
conclude^ from his great name and reputation over 
all India, that his power was very extended 

Of the successors of Vicramaditya, nothing oc- 
curs worthy of notice tiU the eleventh in descent, 
the celebrated Raja Bhoj^, whose name stands 
high in Hindu traditions This prince changed 


* The history of Bhoj is, like that of Vicramaditya, blended 
with fable He is stated to have vowed, in expiation of the 
sacridce made by his mother, of her own life, to give him 
birth, to erect mounds to arrest the streams of nine rivers 
and nmety-nine rivulets He discovered a district in his 
territories singularly calculated to facilitate the performance 
of this vow, and by building a great mound between two 
hills, which arrested the current of nme rivers and ninety- 
eight lesser streams, he formed the whole into a great lake 
The mound said to have been made by him, was subsequently 
destroyed, and the streams (among which is the Betwa) 
allowed to pursue their courses The space of country which 
was covered with water is asserted to be the modern district 
of Tal, or the Lake , and it is one of the most fruitful and 
populous m the piincipality of Bhopal Bhojpoor, once a 
great city, and situated near the ruins of the mound, is at this 
moment only a large village , but it still bears its former 
name, and the ruins of many buildings and temples attest its 
antiquity The remaining (ninety-ninth) stream was, accord- 
ing to the above legend, dammed by the minister of Raja 
Bhoj, whose name, Bhopal, was given to a village built near 
the dam that forms the lake, on the bank of which the present 
city of Bhopal is situated 
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the seat of government from Oojcin to Dhar, 
where it continued till transferred to Mandoo by 
the Mahomedan conqueiors of Malwa 

On the death of Jey Chund, who succeeded 
Raja Bhoj, none of the Puars being deemed woi thy 
of the crown, it was placed on the head of Jeetpal, 
a Rajpoot chief*, who estabhshed the Towur dy- 
nasty f, wluch lasted one hundred and forty-t\\o 
yeais It was succeeded by that of the Cl)owans|, 
which began in the person of Jugdeo, and lasted 
one hundred and sixty-seven ) ears The fourth 
of tlus dynasty, Raja Basdeo, assumed imperial 
titles, and, we are infonned, camed the arts to 
great perfection, and in every resjiect inci eased the 
fame and piosperity of his country 

During the leign of Maldeo, the last of tlus 
dynasty (and we may abnost say of the Hindu 
pnnees of Malwa), part of the pronnee was seized 


* This chief IS tenned in the manuscript from which I w rite, 
a Zemindar, or landholder, according to the literal translation 
of the w ord , but tins term has been very generally used 
by Mahomedan writers to designate the officer who presides 
over the Revenue Collectors of a province, whose situation 
IS, from Hindu usage, hereditary, and who, being of the class 
of Zemindars, or landholders, is, by distinction, called " the 
Landholder, or Zemindar, of his Natii e province ” 

+ This dynasty was called Towur from the name of the 
family, or rather clan of Rajpoots, to which they belonged 
I The Chowan Rajpoots are to this day one of the highest 
and most powerful of the military tribes of Malwa 
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by Aunimdeo, a chief of the tube of Vaisya* 
But on the death of the former, not only Malwa, 
but a gieat part of the Delhi empire, fell under the 
Mahoraedan dominion 

In the conclusion of this short view of the first 
pimces of Malwa, it is to be remaiked, that all 
accounts, written or traditionary, combme to prove 
that it was a dependency of the Hmdu empire of 
Delhi, though, hke othei divisions mf the empire, 
its princes frequently assumed sovereign power, 
and maintained it tlirough several generations 

It would be alike useless and tedious to trace 
mmutely the history of Malwa foi a long period 
after the first Mahomedan conquest, which ex- 
hibits nothmg but a senes of troubles, m which 
this piovmce almost lost its lank as a distmct divi- 
sion of ancient India f Its boundanes, subsequent- 
ly to this date, vaned with the success of its several 
usurpers One fact, howevei, appears clear, that 
the countiy was only partially subdued We find 
Hindu prmces and chiefs, in almost every distnct, 
opposmg the progress of the mvaders, and often 


* The tribe of Vaisya is the third of the four castes of the 
Hindus, and their allotted occupation is trade, but this is 
one of many instances of individuals stepping out of their 
prescribed limits 

t Malwa, we are told by Fenshta, was one of the fifty king- 
doms into which India was divided at the earliest period of 
Hindu government 
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mth such success'*' as to establish dynasties of three 
01 four generations, who ruled over a considerable 
part of the country- These revolutions continued 
to he frequent till the more complete conquest of 
Bahadur Shah, which took place during the reign 
of Shah Udeen of Dellii, who put that leader to 
death, and appointed to the government of hlalwa 
Ddawur Khan Ghoree ; who, taking advantage of 
the flight of Mahomed Toghluck, and the confusion 
into which India was thrown by the invasion of 
Timur, assumed the titles and ensigns of royalty 
He fixed his capital at the city of Dliar, which 
stdl piesents, in the nuns with which it is sur- 
rounded, the lustory of this change The matenals 
of its finest temples appear to liave been appro- 
pnated to build palaces and mosques f for its new 
sovereign This city did not, howevei , long remain 
the capital of the Mahomedans. Ahf Khan (the 
son of Dilawur Khan), who became celebrated 
under the name of Hoshimg Shah, leraovcd the 
seat of government to Mandoot 


• Kuinmur Udeen, the second m descent from Shaikh Sliah 
Glnznee, who first invaded the province, was slam by Chcct- 
pal, a chief of the race of Maldeo. 

t I took, when last at Dhar, a fine polished stone tablet of 
large dimensions, on 'which there was a Hindu inscription, 
from a ruined mosque, where this sacred writing had been 
placed as the floor of the Mimbur (pulpit) of the Maliomedan 
place of worship 
1 Ferishta 
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Mandoo lies neaily South-east, at a distance of 
fifteen miles firoin Dhar, and had been irregularly 
fortified, accordmg to the Hmdu accounts, by a 
pnnce of the name of Jey Singh Deo*, but we 
never find it mentioned as a capital, and, though it 
was before mhabited, we may refer its ongin, as 
a place of any importance, to Hoshung Shah, on 
whose death it became the seat of government of 
his family. 

The site of Mandoo was very inviting The 
space chosen by Hoshung Shah for his future ca- 
pital IS thirty-seven miles m circumference It 
extends along the crest of the Vindhyaf range 


* This prince, according to Hindu fable, was assisted in 
accomplishing his work by the possession of the Pams Putthur, 
or philosopher’s stone, which was found during his reign by 
a grass-cutter Its properties were discovered by a black- 
smith, who carried it to Jey Singh Deo, who after using 
It to make gold enough to defray the expense of build- 
ing Mandoo, is said to have given it to the pnest of his 
family, who, displeased at receiving a stone, threw it, before 
Its value was explained to him, into the Nerbudda When 
sensible of what he had done, he sprang into the river, in 
the vain hope of recovering it, but his efforts to reach the 
bottom were in vain Credulous Hindus believe that at the 
place where this occurred, the Nerbudda became and con- 
tinues to be unfathomable 

+ The Vindliya range of mountains have been described 
in tlie preceding chapter Tliey may be termed, in every 
part where they touch this province, the South-western wall 
of Malwa These mountains, which are called Vindian by 
the Greeks, are mentioned in the sacied volumes of the 
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about eight miles, and is paited from the table- 
land of Malwa, witli which it is upon a level, by 
an abnipt and rugged valley of unequal depth, 
but nowheie less than two bundled feet, and 
generally from three to four hundred yards in 
bieadth On the brink of this valley, (which, after 
loundmg the city, descends in the form of wide 
and ragged laiunes to the lower countr}’-, both to 
the East and \¥est,) and on the summit of tlie 
ndge of the Vindhya moim tains, wlucli form tlie 
Southern face of IMandoo, a wall of considerable 
height was built, which, added to the natural 
strength of the giound, made it unassailable by 
any but regular attack ; and this advantage, which 
gave security to property, combined with the salu- 
bnty of the air, abundance of water, and the iich 
natui’e of the gioimd that was encu’cled within 
the limits of the new capital, caused it eaily to 
attam a state of great prospeiity 

Hoshung Shah, thougli his reign commenced in 
adversity*, afteiwaids acqmied gieat fame He 
engaged m hostihties with the princes South of the 
Nerbudda ; and to facilitate operations against the 
Hindu Prince of Gondumiraf, he bmlt a town 


Hindus under the name here guen Vide Sir Wm Jones's 
Works, vol I, p 23 

*■ He was made prisoner by tlie Prince of Giizerat, almost 
immediately after he ascended the throne 

+ Gondwarra means, literally, the country of the Gonds, 
a low tribe of Hindus, Who at no remote period possessed 
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and fort on the left bank of the Nerbudda, to 
which he gave his own* name This involved 
him in hostdities wnth the Mahomedan kmgs of 
the Bahmmianf dynasty, which were attended 
with various fortune, but he was ultunately suc- 
cessful He defeated and slew Nursingh, the rulei 
of Gondwana, and took his nch capital of Kirlah, 
which with the adjouung country remained in his a i 
possession Hoshung died immediately after this 
success, having reigned thirty yeais His remains 
were brought from Hoshungabad to his new capi- 
tal of Mandoo , and the noble mausoleum which 
was erected over them, is stdl in excellent pre- 
servation 

Hoshung Ghoree was succeeded by his son 
(Ghiznee K]han|), a weak and dissolute sovereign 
This prmce was dethroned by his rmnister Ma-A i 
homed Khiljee, whose conduct, after he attamed 
power, redeemed the crime of usurpation It was 


almost the whole of that country to the South east of the 
Neibudda, which before the war of A d 1818 formed the 
extended dominions of the Mahratta Prmce of Nagpoor 

* Hoshungabad, commonly, but improperly called Husing- 
abad 

t This was one of those dynasties established m die 
Deckan For a particular account of them, vide Scott’s 
Deckan, vol i 

I In the Ayeen Akbcry this prince is called Hussein 
Khan, and is said to have been imprisoned by his successor 
Mahomed Khiljce. 
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to this prince that Mandoo owed its fame and 
splendour , and the magnificent tomb over Ho- 
shung Shah, and the college and palaces that he 
built, give testimony of his respect for the memorj^ 
of his benefactor, and of a regard and consideration 
for his subjects, which entitle him to the liigh 
reputation he has attained among the Maho- 
inedan prmces of India His reign, which lasted 
thirty-four yeai-s, appears, from Fenshta’s account, 
to have been a scene of constant action His hfe 
was passed in camp ; but with the exception of 
the invasion of Malwa by Ahmed Shah, monarch 
of Guzel at, the operations of Mahomed Khdjee 
were beyond the limits of his omi kingdom, the 
subjects of Avhich enjoyed a prospenty and lepose 
pioportioned to the activity and energy of them 
warlike pnnce Though hving almost always in 
the field, his taste and magnificence adorned and 
enriched every part of his tenitones , and, besides 
the monuments of his siilendour which have been 
already noticed, theie are rums of many palaces* 
buUt by him at Nalcha, a town beautifully situat- 
ed SIX miles North of Mandoo, on the verge of 


^ I fitted up one of these old palnces for a residence dur- 
ing the hot weather it was not only necessary to clear away 
the bushes and briars with which its rooms were overgrown, 
but a tigress and two cubs were driven olF by the workmen, 
from the den into winch they had converted one of tlie sub- 
terranean ebambers of this once proud palace of Kings 
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the nch open country which here approaches those 
niountains and great lavines, by which the site of 
that capital has been descnbed as bounded and 
defended 

Fenshta * dwells with dehght on the character 
of tlus prmce, who was, he observes, “ pohte, 
brave, just, and learned ” Hindus and Mahome- 
dans, he describes as ahke happy under his reign , 
and it was his policy to unite them in the ties of 
concord and amity His chief pleasure was to 
heal read the histones of former tunes, but par- 
ticularly the biography of great and distmguished 
men “ The useful knowledge, however, of those 
“ among whom he hved, was (the histonan con- 
“ eludes) that m which he had the most pnde, 
“ and m which he most excelled ” 

There can be httle doubt from concurrmg tes- 
timomes, that it was undei the government of 
Mahomed Khiljee, that Malwa reached its hi^h^st 
prospenty as a kingdom But this piince, never- 
theless, expel lenced durmg a life of constant ac- 
tion, some very senous reverses He had at one 
time lost his throne, through a conspiracy of his 
nobles, but was reseated upon it by the aid of 


* An account of the kings of Mandoo is to be found in 
several works I believe that there is none more authentic 
than Fenshta, though other authors give a fuller detail of 
their actions, particularly the writer of the Maasur ul Om- 
rah, or “ The remains of the Nobles,” a book of merited 
reputation 
YOL I 


3 ) 
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Sultan MoozufFei of Guzerat On another occa- 
sion, he was taken pnsonei by Klioomblioo Rana 
of Chittore, who geneiously restored him to 
hberty and dominion ^Ve hnd the cities of 
Chanderee, Islamabad, Hoshungabad, and Kiilali, 
descnbed within the limits of his temtones, which - 
were bounded to the Soutli by the Satpooia 
range, extended West to the frontier of Guzerat, 
and East to Bundelcund His authority was 
estabhsbed in a Northerly direction, to Mens'll 
and Harro'W’tee ; and we read of this pnnce lev}’’- 
mg tribute on the Rajpoot piinces of Cliittore, 
Kuraulnere, and others, by marching at chifeient 
periods an army into their countries to make col- 
lections But it appears from all the histoiians 
and records of that time, especially those of the 
Hindus, that some of the Rajpoot pnnces, parti- 
aUarly the Ranas of Qnttoie, mam tamed a very 
aiduous struggle with their Mahomedan neigh- 
bours, over whom they gained many and import- 
ant victones 

Tlie resouices of Mahomed Khiljee may m 
some degree be estimated by his gieat expenditure 
on pubhc edifices, and the large anny he main- 
tained Fenshta states, that he invaded Guzerat 
with an army of one hundred thousand men Tins 
IS probably exaggerated , but, even admitting it, 
his disbiu-sements appeal so disproportioned to 
what the revenues of lus actual temtoiy could 
have supported, that we must conclude, that his 
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tieasury was annually replenished by his foieign 
expeditions, and that, like many other warlike 
sovereigns, while he was considered hy his own 
subjects as a just and powerful protector, he was 
viewed by the inhabitants of neighbouring coun- 
tries as a plundermg invader and oppressor 

Gheass Udeen Khiljee, the son and successor of a r 
Mahomed Khdjee, is represented as bemg (though 
brought up to share the toils and glory of his 
father) early satiated with power and dommion 
He committed the cares of government to others, 
devoting himself to sensual pleasures His palace 
at Mandoo is said to have contained five hundred 
beautiful women, whose numbers have been exag- 
gerated by some ivriteis to three times that 
amount. This prince reigned thirty-three years , 
and it is a remarkable proof of the energy and 
wisdom of his father’s government, that a king- 
dom like Malwa, surrounded with turbulent neigh- 
bours, suffered no diminution of temtory under 
his mdolent and luxurious successor 

The life of Gheass Udeen was, accordmg to 
some writers, termmated by his son Noorudeen 
This fact IS questioned, and tieated as improbable 
by Fenshta, But the record which that historian 
gives of the leign of this pnnce, is not calculated 
to disprove the accusation Though active and 
brave, he appears to have been the slave of his 
passions, and Hindus and Mahomedans were ahke 
disgusted by the indecent scenes of his debaucheiy , 

1 ) 2 
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and his death (winch liappened after a reign of 
eleven years) was caused by usmg the cold bath, 
when in a fevei fiom excessive dianking 

That Noomdeen, with all his vices, left the 
wealth and splendoui of Ins kingdom unimpaned 
to his son Mahmood, is proved by one fact : ac- 
cording to respectable ivriters, seven hundi ed ele- 
phants m velvet housmgs walked at the coronation 
ceremony of the young prince through the streets 
of Mandoo 

The peace of the reign of Mahmood was dis- 
turbed by the intiigues of his brothers, one of 
whom^ seized upon Chanderee To suppress these 
rebeUions lu lus family, he had recourse to the 
aid of the Kajpoot oi Hindu soldiers of Ins king- 
dom, and, accoidmg to Mahomedan authority, he 
dehvered Over the defence of Ins person and do- 
nnnions to Ins minister Maderay Roy, who was of 
that tnbe But he soon became sensible of his 
error, and endeavoiued to repair it by the dis- 
charge of a gieat part of his army. This, how- 
ever, created fiist a mutiny, and afterwards hosti- 
hties between the Rajpoots and the Mahomedans; 
from the dangers of which Mahmood escaped, by 


* Thi§ chief, Bftber observes in Ins Institutes, was encou- 
raged and supported by Sultan Secunder and Sultan Ibrahim 
at Delhi , and the latter, when Mahmood Shah died, dis- 
placed Ins son, and put one of his own officers in charge of 
Cliatideree, which was taken from him by the Ram of 
Chittore 



HISTORY OF ALA-LWA 


flying to Guzerat, the reigning monarch * of which 
leceived him with open arms An army marched 
to restore the royal fugitive, which succeeded, 
after a siege of several months, m taking Mandoo 
by storm Nmeteen thousand Rajpoots (mcludmg 
those who sacrificed themselves rather than sur- 
vive defeat) are stated to have fallen on this 
memorable occasion' The monarch of Guzerat 
returned to his own territories, leaving three 
thousand of his cavalry to aid Mahmood m the 
wars he had to undertake against those Hindus, 
whom his unwise confidence had placed in pos- 
session of every strong hold m lus kingdom 

There are good grounds to conclude that the 
above statement is not quite conect, and that Ma- 
homedan authors have referred those misfoiiames 
to treachery and family discord, which had their 
chief source m the valour and abdity of Rana 
Sunka, prmce of Cluttore, and at this period the 
acknowledged head of the Rajpoots The Emperor 
Baber, in his Memoirs of his own tune, mentions 
the victories of this celebrated Hindu prince ovei 
Shah Mahmood, and states that he took fiom him 
a number of provmces Baber specifies among 

* Moozuffer Shah, King of Guzerat, is said to have de- 
sired to use Mahmood as au instrument of his ambition, but 
he was not the only Mahomedan prmce who aided that mo- 
narch. The troops of the Prmce of Candeish, and several 
other Mahomedan chiefs, joined to overthrow the supremacy 
which the Hindus had established in Malwa 
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those, Rathgurli, Saiungpooi, Bhilsn, and CJiaii- 
deree. The royal author, in a subsequent passage, 
relating his own conquests, mentions Ins havmg 
taken the lattei city from the Rajpoot piince 
“ In the year of the Hejua 934, (he observes) 
" thiotigh the Divine favour, I took in a few hours 
" Chandeiee by stonn It was commanded by 
" Made! ay Roy, one of the highest and most dis- 
" tmguished of Kana Sunka’s officers. I slew all 
“ the infidels, and from the city of hostility whicli 
“ It had long been, I conveited it into the city of 
“ the Faith ” The fact appears to be, that in the 
dechne of the Kliiljce dynasty, the Rajpoots made 
a strenuous effort to recover tliat sovereignty 
which they had lost ovei Malwa, and were alone 
prevented from accomphshmg tlie object by the 
using fortune of the new dynasty of the sove- 
reigns of Dehu 

Mahmood Shah had made some pi ogress in the 
reestablishment of his powei, when he unfoi In- 
nately gave piotection to the fugitive brotliei of 
Bahadur Sliah, King of Guzeiat, and jirovokcd, 
by tins imprudence, the attack of that monarch, 
which termmated in Ins death and tlie destruc- 
tion of Ids family. Mandoo was taken by Baliadur 
Shah ; the unfortimate Malimood was sent, with 
his wives and childien, to be confined m the for- 
tress of Powaigurh; and on an attempt bemg 
made to release him, he was put to death at the 
town of Dohud, wheie he is mteried 
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From the occurrence of the above event to the 
conquest of Malwa by the emperors of Delhi (a 
period of thirty-seven years) that provmce was a ' 
scene of successive revolutions Bahadur Shah 
was expelled by Humayoon : but on the flight 
of the latter to Persia, MuUoo IQian, an ofiicer of a d 1536 
the Khiljee government, succeeded m obhgmg the 
imperial ofiicers to abandon a great pait of the 
kmgdom, of which he was crowned king at Man- 
doo, under the title of Sultan Kauder Malwy. By 
the latter appellation, which designated hun as an 
inhabitant of Malwa, it was probably his wish to 
obtam the aid of those feehngs of pride, which 
might lead natives of the provmce to assert its 
nght of mdependence He was, however, com- 
pelled to seek refuge m Guzerat, when attacked ^ ^ 
by the Emperor Sheer Shah, who placed Shajal 
Khan, an officer of high lank and character, m the 
government of Malwa This Omrah (who among 
other monuments of his magnificence has left the 
city of Shujahalpoor, which he founded) was suc- 
ceeded by his son MuUee Bayized, who afterwards a d 1555 
assumed the title of Baz Bahadur, and esta- 
bhshed for a short period an mdependent power 
Though a brave soldier, he appears to have given 
himself over to indolence, and to the indulgence 
of pleasure His love for Roop Muttee a Hmdu 


* This celebrated female was a dancing-girl of Saharua- 
poor She was even moie famed for her sense and accom- 
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beauty, was cairied to great excess, and led to 
many acts of extravagant folly, which are stiH 
commemorated in popular tales and songs. But 
Baz Bahadur was roused from such dreams of 
I enjoyment by the amval of an army from Delhi 
He fled to the governor of Asseer, and with his 
aid, and tliat of the Mahomcdan prince of Beiar, 
he obtained some advantages over the imperial 
tioops, the geneial of which was foiccd, in lus 
turn, to letreat Tlus success, however, uas of 
short duration • another army from Dellii diove 
I him from his country \ and its subsequent invasion 
by Akber m person, put a complete end to the 
contest Malwa was anmliilated as a separate 
7 kmgdom, and leduced to the condition of a pio* 
Vince, in which it lemained, sulijected to tlie same 
changes and revolutions that affected tlie other 
divisions of the empire, till it was conquered by 
the Mahrattas 

The Blahomedan monarchs of Malwa attained, 
at one penod, a veiy considerable degice of powei. 
Fiom tlieir coins, of winch theie are numbei’s to 
be obtamed, they appear to liave assimied all those 
proud and pomjious titles which it is the usage of 
Mahomedan prmces to do It is not easy, at so 
remote a period, to judge with accuracy even the 
general character of their government; but the 


plishmcnts than her beauty There are the lemains of a 
splendid palace in Mnndoo, built by her royal lover for the 
residence of tins favourite 
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magnificent rums of Mandoo*^, and the numerous 
remains of towns and villages on spots now desolate, 
prove that this piovmce must, under their sway, 


* It has been already mentioned that the walls of this 
noble city were m extent thirty-seven miles I obtained 
part of the records of the zemindars of this city, and the 
following IS, according to one of the oldest papers of this 
collection, an account taken by measurement of the contents 
of the whole of the ground within this circumference The 
document is rendered more curious, from giving i]\e exact 
dimensions occupied by buildings, as well as by baths, tanks 
rivers, mountams, and cultivations, and thereby enabling us 
to judge with tolerable correctness of the degree of splendour 
it had obtained 

The following is the detail of square Begahs within the 


Fort of Mandoo Bc^aJis 

Nemazur, 2555 

Baths, • , 400 

Small Hills or Ridges, 2350 

Gardens or Orchards, 363 

Mosques, 705 

Wells, large and small, 310 

King’s Palaces, 500 

Caravansaries or Serais 305 

The Laul Bag, a royal Garden or Pleasure Ground, 200 
Twelve Bazar Roads, , 147 

Tagur Tallau (a great Tank or reservoir,) 910 

Small Tanks, 033 

Inhabited, 2258 

Cultivated, • 345 

Enams grant to Zemindar, , 125 


Begahs 11,416 


But the Poran or subiubs of Jaumnea, Huneice, and 
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]iave attained very great prospenty TJiereis one 
fact, Iiovsrevei, certain, that they never completely 
subdued the Rajpoot princes and petty chiefs in 
their vicinity, and mdeed ivithin the precincts of 
their kingdom. The bravest and ivisest of the 
pnnces of this race seem to have pursued the po- 
hcy of the emperors of Delhi, in regard to these 
vahant Hmdus — to have been content with nomi- 
nal submission, a model ate tnbute, and occasional 
niihtary semce This is proved from the condi- 
tion in which the Rajpoot chiefs appeared, ivhen- 
ever mvited or provoked to opposition, by the 
weakness or wickedness of their Maliomedan su- 
penors 

A fiiU account of the Rajpoots, who fonn so 
great a part of the population of Malwa, w^ill be 
given hereafter , suffice it to say, many of the tnbes 
in that provmce boast their descent from the ce- 
lestial R^achandra, and are consequently termed 
the children of the Sun ; while others trace to 


Nandlah, were within the walls, and, as they occupied 
a space of 2258 Begahs, tins added to the above, made 
the total contents within the limits of this capital 13,674 
Begahs of ground, besides the walls, which occupied 2838 
Begahs, to which add Soneghur, containing 500 Begahs, 
would make the whole contents within the defences of tins 
city 17,012 Begahs This, computing the Malwa Bcgah at 
Its present measurement of a square of sixty yards to the 
begah, makes ilie contents of the ground encircled by the 
walls of Mandoo about 12,654 English acres 
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Pooravisee, and deem themselves descendants of 
the Moon. Some writers, however, deny their 
title even to the rank of Khetn*, that race being, 
according to them, extmct m this yug or age , but 
the power the Rajpoots have long enjoyed, has 
obtamed them the highest estimation They were, 
to use a metaphorical and flattenng phrase of their 
countrymen, the sword of the Hmdu faith It was 
not easy to subdue such men ; for, though broken 
by their own dissensions, before and after the 
Mahomedan mvasion, mto a thousand petty states, 
almost every one of which was an object of contest 
between brothers, yet stdl every mdividual was a 
soldiei, who preferred death to disgrace , and 
though ready to be the servant, scorned to be the 
slave of any monarch upon earth They were 
taught their duties from their most sacred works 
In one, the demigod Krishna f, speaking to Arjoon, 
observes, “A soldier of the Khetn tribe hath no 
“ superior duty to fightmg Soldier, who art the 
“ favourite of God, engage m such a battle as this : 
“ if thou art slam, thou wdt obtam heaven ; if vic- 
“ tonous, thou wilt enjoy a world ' ” 

The government established by the Mahomedan 
conquerors of India, was not of a character calcu- 
lated to subdue the spirit of the Rajpoots, had it 
been its pohcy to do so , but it was not : that jea- 


* Csbatnya 


t The Bhagavad Geeta 
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lousy of their own instruments of success which 
ever accompanies despotic sovereigns, led the first 
emperors to court mto their servuce this class of 
Hmdus, as a check upon their tiubulent soldiers 
or ambitious Omrahs. The yoke was made light 
to the Rajas of this tnbe: theyivere treated as 
the first prmces of the empke, and not only their 
relations, but many of them adlierents were raised 
to rank, honour, and wealtli The concoid ivhich 
such treatment produced was often disturbed, and 
we find some sanguinary contests between the first 
Mahomedan monarchs and'the Rajpoots Still the 
occurrence of rebellion in one of this race was 
much more rare than that of the Mahomedan Om- 
1 ahs ; and m them wdlmg allegiance to tlie house 
of Timim, some of the proudest of the Rajpoot 
princes so far forgot theu lehgion and usages, and 
were so enervated by the luxury, and dazzled wath 
the pomp and power still left to them, as not only 
to consent, but to deem it an honour for their 
daughters* to enter the Impenal Haiam Their 
prmcipal claim, however, to the favour of their 


* This act IS neveriheless considered by Hindu nnters 
as a disgrace , and I find in an original manuscript of tlie 
late Jey Singh Kychee, a boast tliat one of his ancestors 
suffered the greatest distress rather than give his consent to 
the degrading usage It is also the boast of the Rana of 
Odeypoor, the highest of all tlie families of this tribe, that 
there never was an intermarnage with one of tliat house and 
a Moghul prince 
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Maliomedan sovereigns, was the character they 
upheld as hrave and faithful soldiers This gave 
to Hindu princes and chiefs, office and authority 
in different parts of the empire, and their services 
were usually rewarded with grants of land To 
this source may be traced the establishment of 
some of the prmcipal famdies m Malwa, many of 
which were also aided by the influence of the 
Rajas of Jeypoor, Joudpooi, and Odeypoor*, with 
one or other of which they are almost all con- 
nected 

To shew the character of the mtemal govera- 
ment of Malwa when the Mahrattas mvaded that 
province, it will he useful to notice some of the 
predecessors of the Hmdu chiefs , and we cannot 
select better examples than the petty rulers of 
Ragoogmh, Jahooah, and Rutlam The Rajas of 
Ragoogmh aie of the Kychee tribe of Rajpoots, 
and boast a proud descent from Puthee Raj of 

® The Princes of Odeypoor are m the early part of the 
history of Malwa termed Rulers of ChiUore — which was the 
name by which they were known till that celebrated fortress 
was taken by the Emperor Akber, in A D 1567, and ceased 
to be their capital 

t Pirthee Raja fills a large space in Hindu Chronicles, and 
his exploits as the sovereign and leader of the Hindus against 
the Mahoraedan invaders of India are a constant and favourite 
theme of the bards of his tribe Nor is his fame trusted to 
tradition alone , several poems have been written upon this 
monarch, and one of these, the production of a bard who 
accompanied him in all his actions, is said not only to possess 
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Delhi They were fii-st settled at ^ ^aiir^ in 
Malwa ; but they appear to hare had little power 
or consequence until Ghureeb Doss, one of then 
ancestors, distinguished himself in tlie service of 
Akber, who appomted lum to the government of 
Mooltan, and, in leward for his good conduct, be- 
stowed upon him Seronge and other lands m its 
vicmity, as a Jaligeer, or hereditary estate Tlie 
son of this chief, Laljee, was the foundei of Ra- 
googurh, which became then capital ; and his 
grandson, Bulbuddei Singli, a man of reputation 
and influence, was Raja of that place when the 
Mahrattas first invaded Malwa. 

The Jabooah Rajas, though their present re- 
presentative IS of spurious birth, claim in their pe- 
digree a direct descent from the Rhattore pimces 
of Joudpooi , and the lugh birth and character of 
some of tins family appear to have eaily recom- 
mended them to the service of the Moghul em- 
perors Bhunjee commanded tom hundred hoise 
at Delhi, and his son Kishen Doss was placed in 
attendance on the prmce Allah Udeen, upon 
whose accession to the throne he became a great 
favourite The service he rendered his master in 
reconquering the possession of Dacca, which had 

much ment as a poem, but to contain many historical facts , 
and It IS, to my knowledge, continually referred to by Raj- 
poot chiefs of the present day, as contaimng nhat they deem 
undoubted facts as to the achievements of their ancestors 

* In this fortress tliey resisted the arms of tlie Emperor 
Secunder for twelve years 
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been seized by a rebellious governor, was repaid 
by a giant of five villages m Hindustan, and ten 
distncts in Malwa He had been settled but a 
few years in this province when events led to a 
considerable mciease of fortune • he received or- 
ders from Delhi to avenge the murder of the fa- 
mily and a number of the followers of a governor 
of Guzerat, who were plundered and slam by Suka 
Naick, the Bheel ruler of Jabooah, and Chun- 
derbahn, the Rajpoot chief of Dhohtah "What 
force alone could never have effected agamst these 
notorious fi eebooters, who, strong m their macces- 
sible country, had long defied all regular attacks, 
was accomplished by the combined art and cou- 
rage of Kishen Doss He assumed the disguise of 
a horse-dealer from Guzeiat, went to Jahooah, 
and, after selhng some remarkably fine horses 
at low prices to the chief, pioposed, upon the 
ground of pretended gratitude, to give him a 
feast The mvitation was accepted, the usual 
excesses took place, and Suka Naick, and all his 
piTUCipal adherents, were put to death, and their 
strong hold taken The return made by his so- 
vereign was a grant of the possessions of Jahooah, 
and a subsequent present of royal ensigns, and 
high titles, which gave him a proud rank among 
the Hmdu chiefs of Malwa This family re- 
mamed, with the common revolutions of such 
petty states, tdl the invasion of the Mahrattas 
Befoie that period, however, it had separated into 
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several small principalities (of which Anijhen*a 
was one), owing to a mode usual among this race, 
of ahena|;ing districts for the support of younger 
branches of the family 

Ruttun Singh, son of Mohun Doss, a prince 
descended Horn the Joudpoor family, gained by 
his address and gallantry, the good opinion of tlie 
Emperor Shah Jehan, so much that he gave Imn 
a giant of Rutlani*, Sillanah, and other distncts 
in their vicinity This piince fell near Oojein, 
wdiere his loyalty led liim to encounter the army 
of Aurungzeebt, when the latter rebelled agamst 
his fathei The fidehty of Ruttun Singh ivas re- 
warded by Shah Jehan, who gave those lands, 
which had only been before a J aidad, or grant for 
military service, m free gift to his postenty 

This family lemained in possession of their pnn- 
cipahty till the invasion of the Mahrattas ; but, 
according to the usage of the Rajpoots, several dis- 
/ tncts were alienated, to pronde for the youngei 
I sons ; and the Rajas of Seeta Mioiv, of SiHanah, 

, of Kachee Barode, and Mooltan, aie all descendants 
1 of Ruttun Singh : the eldei brother of the farady* 
' contmmng to iule ovei the town and fine proi mce 
of Rutlam, and to receive a general obedience and 
respect from the junior branches 

• It IS asserted that he founded the present capital of the 
distnct. He probably raised it from a village to a town by 
mahing it the place of his residence. 

t Bemicr gives a particular account of this action 
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These instances (and there are many sinulai) 
will suffice to shew the natme and foundation 
of that power and influence which a number of 
Rajpoot chiefs possessed in Malwa The causes 
which led to the defection of some of this power- 
fid tribe from the house of Timur, to which they 
had long pelded obedience, are easdy traced Tlie 
example of that toleration and hberal mdulgence 
wluch Akbei extended to his Hindu subjects, was 
followed by his immediate successors ; but the 
spirit of a religion estabhshed by the sword, one 
of whose first tenets enjoined conversion, death, oi 
heavy tribute to infidels, and above all to the wor- 
shippers of idols, dl accorded with a pohcy that 
was grounded on maxims which made no dis- 
tmction between the latter and the faithful This 
feehng shewed itself on the occurrence of wars or 
disputes with the Hindus ; but, whde the sovereign 
hunself was free from bigotry, its action was veiy 
hmited The Empeior Jehangeei shewed no pre- 
feience to any rehgion His son Shah Jehan, m 
his earher years, evinced simdar sentmients , and 
when in matme age he became an attentive ob- 
seiver of the foims, if not a true behever m the 
tenets, of the Mahomedan faith, he continued (with 
one casual deviation) his wonted toleration to his 
subjects The eldest son of this monarch, the cele- 
biated and unfortunate Dara, wrote a work, the 
object of which was, to reconcde the tenets of Ma- 
homed and Brahma , and his brothers appear to 

YOL I L 
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have been as far removed from bigotry as himself, 
with the exception of Aurungzeeb, a pnnce whose 
attamment and exercise of power present peihaps 
as many lessons as the life of any monai ch that 
ever reigned Without jiresuming to strike tlie 
balance between his good and bad actions, or to 
decide whether he had a just clami to his great 
reputation, or was, throughout his long leign, an 
actor, and, mth every artificial accomphshment for 
the great scene in which fortune had placed him, 
deficient in that stiength ivhich belongs alone to 
lum who plays a natural part, we may pronounce, 
on the ground of the measures he adopted to 
piomote his ambitious views, that Ins early jiro- 
fessions of zeal foi the faitli of ]\Iahomet were 
merely meant to increase the nuinbei of his ad- 
heients, by placing his conduct on tins essential 
point in strong contrast vuth that of his bi others 
and iivals for impenal power Tliat Auiamgzeeb 
was solely governed, in his contests with them, by 
worldly considerations, is proved by one fact 
That affected, unfoigi\ang, and ungovernable zeal 
wluch was pleaded as his excuse for unbruing his 
hands m the blood of the gallant and generous 
Dara, was forgotten the moment that cnme liad 
secured him the throne , and the completest indul- 
gence was granted to all his idolatrous subjects, 
whom we find, m the first years of his reign, as 
much, if not more favoured than Mahomedans. 
This also was, no doulit, the result of pohcy. 
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But a narrow policy, which looked for expedients 
to remedy every evd, was not sufficient to save 
the family of Timur fiom that rmn with which it 
was now threatened Its power could alone have 
been preserved by a firmness and wisdom founded 
on true virtue and greatness of mmd, wluch dis- 
damed a temporary advantage, howevei aUunng, 
that was to be gained by a departure from princi- 
ples essential to the general mterests of the em- 
pue How opposite was the conduct of Auning- 
zeeb Irritation at the successful depiedations of 
the Mahrattas, — the suspicion of these freebooters 
enjoying the good wishes, if not the seciet aid of 
others, — or a spirit of bigotry, perhaps smcere, but 
more probably assumed, to revive the attachment 
of the Mahomedans, led him to attempt, by the 
most unjustifiable means, the conversion of the 
whble of his Hmdu subjects Few yielded to 
his persuasion or threats ; but the remainder 
were lusited, as a punishment for their obstinacy, 
with the extortion of heavy taxes and fines The 
produce of these impositions was expected to be 
immense The pubhc revenue had greatly decayed 
m the reign of Aurungzeeb , and the mean motive 
of desirmg to fill his tieasury, has been imputed 
to this sovereign, as the ground of a measure, 
which, even unsuccessful as it was (for it could not 
be carried into full effect), lost him the good jvill 
and attachment of a great majority of his subjects 
The chief histoncal recoid that has been pre- 

E 2 
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sen’^ed, connected wtli this transaction, is the bold 
and animated appeal made by Jeswunt Singh, 
Raja of Joudpoor, in his letter to the Emperor * 
Aftei recalling to his memory the opposite conduct 
of Akber, of Jehangeer, and his father Shah Jehan, 
and lepiobating the attempt to collect a revenue 
upon the consciences of men, or to vex the devotee 
and anchoietivith a tax upon his belief, the Hindu 
pnnce observes, “ If your Majesty places any faitli 
“ in those books by distinction called divine, you 
“ will there be instructed that God is the God of 
“ all mankind, not of Mahomedans alone. The 
“ Pagan and Musulman are equal in his pre- 
“ sence , distinctions of colour are of his ordina- 
“ tion It IS he who gives existence In youi " 
“ temples it is in his name that the voice calls to 
“ prayei ; in the house of images, the bell is 
“ shaken. — stall he is the object of oiu adoration 
“ To vihfy, therefore, the lehgion, or the customs 
“ of other men, is to set at nought the pleasure of 
“ the Almighty ” 

Such weie the sentiments that became general 
amongst all the Hindus, whose intemational dis- 
putes weie forgotten, in a sense of the dangei 
which threatened their common faith The enor 


• There are many translations of this letter, of winch tlie 
original, as well as a very literal translation, will be found m 
the Asiatic Miscellanj , 
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lie had committed, could not be letrieved by Au- 
lungzeeb , and to the feehng of indignation which 
his conduct had kindled, was added that of con- 
tempt foi the authoiity of his weak successois 
Existing rule is always in some degiee unpopulai . 
for it seems to be a law in the moral as well as the 
physical woild, that pressuie should pioduce le- 
sistance and reaction But here theie weie moie 
than common motives The Hindu piances, sub- 
ject to the thione of Delhi, while they were 
almost leconcded to then condition, by the in- 
dulgent kindness and toleration of their con- 
queiors, and by a participation (foi such they en- 
joyed) in the wealth and splendom of the empire, 
were detened from rebeUion, by a contemplation 
of the power of the descendants of Timui At 
the veiy moment Avhen that began to dechne, and 
new enemies arose m eveiy quaider, a senseless 
bigotry had lecourse to persecution Thus in- 
vited by weakness, and piovoked by mjiuy, we 
are not smpiised to find, that the Rajpoot pimces 
and chiefs of Jeypoor, Maiwai, Mewai, and 
Malwa, so far from contmmng to be the defence 
of the empue, were eithei secietly oi openly the 
supporters of the Mahiatta mvadeis, to whose 
first invasion of Malwa, we aie told by every Per- 
sian 01 Hindu writer that notices the subject, 
baldly any opposition was given ; and we possess' 
many testimomes to shew, that they chiefly attn- 
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buted their success, on this occasion, to the action 
of rehgious feeling 

The celebrated Raja Jey Singh, pnnce of Jey- 
poor, greatly contributed (though, perhaps, without 
intending it) to the conquest of Malwa, and indeed 
of Huidustan, by the Mahrattas The corre- 
spondence between this chief and the fiist Bajerow 
would, if obtained, tlirow hght upon this penod of 
lustory It IS said'’^ to have commenced in a com- 
inimication veiy characteristic of the tunes and 
the jiarties : — the ruler of the Maliratta state sent 
a verse of the Purana to Jey Singh, which maybe 
hteially tianslated — “ Thou art like the cloud 

ivhich dimketh the waters of the sea, and re- 
“ turneth them with thunder to fertihze the eaith. 
“ Tlie mountains, in dread of Indra, fly to thee 
“ for protection Thou art the tree of desires, 
“ Thou art the sea whence sprmgeth the tiee of 
“ desires, who can tell thy depth ' I hai e no 
" power to dcscnbe the depth of the ocean , but 
“ in all thy actions lemember Agastya Moonee ” 
Accoidmg to Hindu mythologj^ the sage 


** Tins anecdote was communicated to me by several in- 
telligent Mahrattas, all of whom told me they had no doubt 
of Us authenticity This manner of conveying their secret 
sentiments by the transmission of a verse from one of their 
holy volumes, is common with Hindu princes The obliga- 
tion claimed or made in such a mode, has a character at once 
mysterious and sacred 
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Agastya Moonee drank up the sea* The com- 
munication, therefore, though flattermg, conveyed 
a metaphoiical, hut distinct wammg of what 
might happen if he opposed the Brahmm sway 
Jey Singh’s answer, taken fiom the same sacred 
volume, was as follows * 

“ If the ofisprmg of Brahma sm with me, I foi- 
“ give them This pledge I hold sacred It was 
“ of no consequence that Agastya Moonee diank 
" up the sea , but if Grod should doom the walls 
“ that retam the ocean to he thrown down, then 
the world would be destroyed, and what would 
“ become of Agastya Moonee 

The Hmdus beheve the sea to be walled m; 
and the allusion to the consequences of that 
element being let loose upon the earth, is consi- 
deied, as addressed to one of the sacred ofisprmg 
of Brahma, whose duty it was to preserve, mstead 
of destroying, the general order, to be pecuhaily 
apposite But it was the object of the proud 
Rajpoot, while he gave encouragement and ac- 
cepted the proffered fnendship, to retort the threat 
by wammg Bajerow of the consequences that 
would ensue fi’om bieaking down long-established 
authority 

These facts have importance, not meiely as they 


® Agastya Moonee, according to Hindu mythology, drank 
up the sea of milk in order to assist the gods in destroying 
two giants who had taken refuge there Waid, vol iv p S2 
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account histoncally, which is the chief object, for 
the fii’st estahhshraent of the Mahiattas in Malwa, 
the defence of which had been almost wholly com- 
mitted to Rajpoots , but as they shew the effect 
produced by an attack upon the rehgion of that 
warlike and superstitious race of men. It led 
them to welcome freebooters to their homes ; nor 
have the great miseries they hare since endured, 
obhteiated a recollection of the chief causes which 
led to this revolution Sentiments of gratitude 
towaids the emperors who honoured and favoured 
them, aie mixed with indignation at the attempt 
made to alter their rehgion ; and their bards and 
nunstrels"^, who aie their only histonans, still 
lelate the oppression and injustice which ovei- 
tlirew their temples to establish the edifices of 
another faith, and raised a revenue on then belief, 
rendered as insultmg as it was oppressive, by being 
leiued on aU their lehgious ceremonies, even to 
those peifoimed over the dead. These national 
legends usually pass fiom then wrongs to a more 
animated strain, and recoid the fame of those 
heioes, who overthiew the mosques of the tyrants, 
which had been elected in spots sacied to their 
ancient deities, and lestoied the hallowed ground 
to that woiship to which it liad been so long dedi- 


* Clmruns aurt A full atcount of these classes, who 

in Malwa fill an important space m the Hindu comnnmuj, 
will be given hereafter r 
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cated This theme is familiar, m a degree haidly 
to be Cl edited, among the Hindus of Malwa, and 
the strength m which the feeling exists, reconciles 
us to the idea that it was sufficient to make the 
inhabitants of this country consent to become the 
authors of then oum nun, m the introduction of 
the power of the Mahrattas, whose invasion of 
then countiy no lesser motive could have mduced 
them to encomage and support 



CHAPTER III. 


Mahrafia Invasion of MahtO, 

The whole of the accounts, written or pub- 
lished, of the early progiess of the Mahrattas in 
Malwa, are vague and general Tliey can hardly" 
be said to give more than the dates of then inva- 
sion of that piovmce, and these are neither cor- 
rect nor complete 

From the commencement of the leign of Au- 
rungzeeb, the Mahomedan writeis cease to be so 
minute m their details, as they aie at formei and 
most prosperous penods of the Moghul empue 
The theme was not inviting, and their hostile 
feehngs towaids the Mahiattas have made them 
geneial and unfaithful nanators of the success of 
that people The blank wluch this has left is not 
supphed by the Hindu waiters : these, and parti- 
cularly the Mahrattas, pieserve no lecoid even of 
their victories ; they are in this lespect, as in 
others, the slaves of usage Short letters on 
famdy affairs, oi on pubhc events of the moment, 
destroyed oi forgotten as soon as ivntten, are the 
only efforts of the pen of common ivnteis J whde 
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the more learned content themselves with readmg 
their sacred volumes * and mythological fables , or 
if they mite, it is but m mutation (to flatter some 
prmce oi chief) of these extravagant ebulbtions, 
never di earning, seemingly, of embodymg then 
nation’s fame in an historical work, or even of 
blending that correct senes of the names of their 
rulers, wluch they generally preserve, mth a cleai 
and authentic account of the pnncipal events of 
each reign 

The history of the Mahrattas, from the tune 
of their great leader Sevajeef, to the battle of 
Paniputf, famished ample ground for the giatifi- 
cation of pnde, supposmg what occuned to be 
wntten m the most plam and unadorned lan- 
guage Even after their defeat by the A^hans, 
the actions of Mufliar Row, the first chief of the 
Holkar family, of Madhajee Smdia, and of Nana 


* Pur^tnas 

t Almost all English readers are familiar with the name of 
Sevajee, the founder of the Mahratta empire, v\ho, in a n 
1646, was encouraged by the weakness of the Mahomedan 
sect to rebel In 1674 he declared himself independent, and 
when he died, in 1682, he had established his authority over 
the greatest part of the Concan, a country which lies between 
the great range of hills which bounds the Deckan on the West 
and the sea-coast, and is now under the Bombay government 
X The combmed Mahratta forces weie defeated at Pamput, 
(a village fifty miles North-uest of Delhi,) by Ahmed Shah 
Abdallee, a d 1761 
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Fuinavesc, merited to be preseived by tl)cii‘ 
countrymen Tlieii deeds, howevei, have been 
almost entirely tnisted to tradition, and this by a 
people who arc not only very geneially instructed, 
but who are minute to a degi’ee in all that con- 
cerns the management of the large temtones 
which are or have been subject to then govcin- 
ment The Dianes'*' found amid the archives of 
Poona, only related to tlie levenue affairs of the 
empue They aie complete foi the last centiuy, 
and furnish a most concct recoid of icccipts, dis- 
buisements, names of officers eraiiloyed, and dates 
of all financial tiansactions 

In theu fiist invasion of Cential India, the wai' 
the Mahiattas earned on was evidently against 
the Govemmentf, and not the inhabitants They 


* These Dianes are called Roze Kurd, a corrupt compound 
from the Persian, which means the Acts of the day Mr 
Macleod, an assistant of the Commissioner in the Dccknn, 
who carefully searched ihe records, states that these Rozc 
Kinds go back as far as a d 1720, but arc not very complete 
for tbe first ten years He also notices tuo Calendars ulijcli 
he had found, containing tbe principal events of the Maliratta 
nation for two hundred j'ears, but speaks of them as barren 
and unsausfactory documents 

t In the course of researches for information regarding the 
first Mahratta invasion of Malwa, it was found that Slico Lai, 
die representative of the former Zemindars of Mandoo, had ' 
preserved, when almost all other dotuments i\cre lost, many 
of the papers relative to tlie districts of uhicli Ins family had 
charge In one of the oldest of these, which contains the Re- 
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appeal, at this stage of their power, to have taken 
a large sliaie of the revenue, but not to have de- 
stroyed, like more barbarous invaders, the somce 
from which it was diawn , for if they had, it 
could not have lecovered so rapidly, as we find 
from levenue records that it did But theie is m 
the whole of the pioceedmgs of tlus penod, the 
strongest ground to conclude, that they were 
acting with the concurrence and aid of the Hindu 
chiefs of the empne, whose just reasons foi dis- 
c-ontent •with the reigning monarch, Aurungzeeb, 
have been noticed This fact, mdeed, as far as 
relates to Sevaee Jey Singh, Raja of Doondar, or 


venue account of Dhurrnpooree for a d 1690, we find the 
revenue of that district (which lies to the North of the Ner- 
budda, and immediately South of Mandoo) was reduced by 
an incursion of the Mahrattas from the amount of eighty-one 
thousand and seventy- two rupees, to that of thirty-two thou- 
sand five hundred and eighty-nine rupees and nine annas 
Their absence in a d 1691 caused the revenue of this dis- 
trict to amount to seventy-two thousand one hundred and 
thirty-nine rupees and nine annas It rose still higher next 
year, amounting to eighty-mne thousand six hundred and 
eighty-four rupees, but a return of the Southern Plunderers, 

I as they are termed in this revenue record, in a n 1694, 
brought It as low as thirty thousand and two rupees , while 
their ceasing to molest the district the ensuing year, raised it 
nearly to its wonted value Documents similar to that quoted, 
furnish the most authentic account we can obtain of the first 
predatory excursions of the Mahrattas , for they do not merely 
give the date, but the character of the enterprise 



MAHRATTA INVASION OF MARWA. 


Jeypoor’^, is distinctly stated in several contein- 
poraiyf authonties 

Accoiding to the authonty followed, the Mah- 
rattas continued for seven years then incursions 
into this part of Malwa, and only abandoned their 
annual attacks of the piovince on the advance of 
Sevaee Jey Smgh Tins celebrated Hindu soldier 
and statesman belonged to a family winch the 
policy of Aurungzeeb had laised, chiefly in oppo- 
sition to Jesivunt Singh, the pnnceof Joiidpooi, to 
whom Ins hatred was as idolent as it was mipla- 


* This great tract of country, \\luch lies to tlic North of 
Harrowtee and Mewar, is properly called Dooudar It nas, 
however, known better under the name of Amber, which it 
took from its capital, and is now called Jeypoor, from the 
noble city founded by Sevaee Jey Singh, which has become 
the residence of bis successors 

t In a manuscript written by an ancestor of the present 
Zemindar of Mandoo (winch is preserved with his revenue 
lecords) it is asserted, that the Mahrattas in the year of tlie 
Hejira 11 08, or a n 1696, ascended the Nalcha Ghaut, took 
Mandoo, and engaged the Mahomedan troops at Dhar, which 
fort they are stated to have reduced, after a tliree months’ 
siege, by springing a mine Two persons, named Sliah 
Doolab and Abdallah Khan, who are termed Shah Zadahs, or 
princes, enjoyed at this period the government of Malwa, 
and It appears from a chronological list of the go\ernors of 
that province taken from a Persian tract, that the Nabob 
Ameer Khan, who is styled Soobabdar, or governor of 
Malwa, was succeeded by his sons Doollah Khan and Sa- 
doollah Khan, who were left unsupported to withstand the 
invaders, and, after an opposition of several months, were 
compelled to retire to Bhopak According to the Hindu 
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cable Blit the friendship of this emperor was 
geneially ominous of evil The grandfather^ of 
Jey Singh, who had been employed successfully to 
check the piogiess of Sevajee, was fiist the mstru- 
ment of the ambition, and afterwaids the victim') 
of the jealous fears of Aurungzeeb and though 
Sevaee Jey Singh professed obedience and alle- 
giance, there is every reason to beheve he main- 
tained that secret correspondence and imderstand- 
mg, which all Mahomedan writers accused Ins 
ancestor of having established with the Mahrattas 
It IS stated on a respectable Hmdu authority:):, 
that the Shahzadoo and Dhar led the Emperor by 


record, Dhar capitulated, and its defenders were allowed to 
go where they chose, with their private property Sadoollah 
Khan, we find in Eradut Khan’s Memoirs, was Soohahdar of 
Malwa in A D 1707 and this author mentions that he him- 
self was Killahdar, or commandant, of Mandoo in that year, 
a proof that the incursions of the Mahrattas were merely pre- 
datory Scott, in his excellent History of the Deckan, does 
not notice any of these incursions On the contrary, he 
observes, (vol ii p 79 ) that the expedition into Dhamoonee, 
a district of the Sagur province, under Bhora Krishna, in 
A D 1702, was the first occasion on which the Mahrattas 
crossed the Nerbudda, but there can be no mistake in the 
records I have quoted of the plundering of the Pergunnah of 
Dhurmpooree in the preceding note 

• Jey Singh, usually distinguished from others of the same 
name by the appellation of Mirza Raja 

t He is believed to have been poisoned by the Emperor’s 
orders 

X This IS asserted in the manuscript memoir given me by 
the Zemindar of Mandoo, 
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tlieu’ representations to doubt the fidelity of Jey 
Smgh ; who, to contradict their asseitions, volun- 
teered to expel the invadeis from Malwa His 
offer was accepted, and he matched against them 
It IS beheved that he secretly infomied their 
leaders of the motives of Ins conduct, and so- 
hcited them to make only a shoiv of resistance, 
intimating that their retm’n, wlien tmies were 
more favomable, would be facihtated His ivishes 
weie obeyed, haidly any opposition was made, tlie 
Mahrattas retieated to the Deckan, and Jey 
Singh, after remaining six montlis in Malwa, le- 
tuiTied to Hindustan 

These events^ are stated to have taken place 
in A D 1698 The invadeis returned m a few 
years, and the standaidf of Oiidajee Puar was 
planted at Mandoo He, liowever, was soon com- 
pelled to letreat, and the Mahrattas foi some 
time do not appear to have distuibed that pro- 
vmce, tdl the advancement of ^Ballajee Bishwa- 


* This occurrence is not mentioneil by Major Scott , but 
I have already noticed the cliaractcr of the Maliomcdan en- 
ters from whose works his history is composed In vol, ii 
page 107, the Mahrattas arc stated to have ‘‘ SA\armed like 
“ ants or locusts from the Nerbudda to the Deckan ” 

t The term in the manuscript from a Inch this is taken, is 
Tliannah, which implies a small party with a flag, put m 
possession of a post, village, or town 

: Ballajee Bishwanath, the first Paishuah, was raised to liis 
high office A D ITli, and died in April 1720 ' 
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Bath to the office of Paishwah who restored theu 
power , and one of the earhest measures of his 
son and successor, Bajerow BuUal, was to send a 
stiong force, commanded by Ramchunder Guneiss*, 
to lay waste the country, and collect tnbute from 
the prmces and government officers North of the 
Nerbudda 

From what has been said it would appear, that 
though Malwa was mvaded a few years before the 
death of Aurungzeeb, the authority of the Mah- 
rattas was not established in that proiunce till the 
reign of Mahomed Shah But, though no perma- 
nent arrangement, or appropriation of specific ter- 
ritories to the respective chieftains, was made f tiU 
A D 1732, the country was often overrun , and 
we find m the Poona records, that about the end 
of the year 1725, several officers were nominated 


* Ramchunder Guneiss, who commanded in this expedition, 
was a very able man, and afterwards employed with Ranojee 
Smdia He is sometimes confounded with a leader of the 
same name, who was of the Paishwah’s tribe (a Kohun Brah- 
min), held the office of Beenee Wallah, or Quartermaster-ge- 
neral, and commanded the Paishwah’s troops when these were 
united (a d 1773) with Madhajee Smdia and Tukajee 
Holkar in Hindustan 

t It probably owed m a great degree its partial exemption, 
during this period, to the power and influence of Jey Singh, 
who, I find from the record of a settlement of disputed limits 
between the villages of Sagrod and Bajour on the Chumbul, 
was Nazim, or governor of Malwa in A n 1710-11, and pro- 
bably for some years afterwards 
VOL I 


F 
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to collect tnbute, and some districts m Malwa 
were actually granted to favoured individuals An 
expedition had been sent three years before, undei 
Oudajee Puar, to reduce Guzerat; and we dis- 
cover in the correspondence between that chief, 
the Sahoo Raja, and the Paishwah, that the for- 
mer had oiders to establish the customary Mah- 
ratta imposts* over Malwa, and oiders weie ad- 
dressed to the different officers of each district, 
authoiizing Oudajee to collect this part of tlie re- 
venue, which was levied by him, over the gi eatest 
part of the provmce, two years before Bajerow 
BuUal entered the country with the more senous 
design of makmg it an entiie conquest. 

It is here necessary to interrupt the narration, 
to notice the principles upon which the mvadem of 
Malwa acted, as well as to understand the cha- 
racter of the government they established. Tlie 
contests earned on by Sevajee and his successors 
did not differ more from those of othei nations in 


• ChoutTcas, as the term implies, the fourth of the revenue 
The Sirdaismookhee (which amounted to 10 per cent on the 
collection) was a right of the officer called Daismookh, a name 
which, literally translated, means the head of the provmce I 
cannot any where find a satisfactory account why this specific 
claim, usually attached to a particular family m each province, 
became a general one which the Mahrattas made on every 
country they invaded , but, from their habits, its having been 
claimed by and granted to one of their I eaders, is a quite 
sufficient reason for its bemg exacted by all on the assumed 
gro und of usage 
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the mode of warfaie, than m the manner m which 
the army was paid, its commanders rewarded, and 
the different countries they mvaded, were plun- 
dered, divided, and settled Raised by the genius 
of Sevajee to the proud rank of being first the 
scourge, and afterwards the destroyer of the Ma- 
homedan empire, the cause of the Mahrattas had, 
in all its early stages, the aid of religious feehng 
It was a kmd of Holy War , and the appearance 
of Brahrmns at the head of their armies gave, 
m the first instance, force to this impression 
This people have been described too generally 
there cannot be more opposite characters than 
we meet with among them, particularly m the 
great classes who have shared the power of the 
state, the Brahimns, and soldiers of the Khetri 
and Sudra tribes * The Mahratta Brahmin is, 
from diet, habit, and education, keen, active, and 
mteUigent, but generally avaricious, and often 
treacherous His life, if m pubhc busmess, must 
from the system of his government, be passed 
m efforts to deceive, and to detect others m de- 
ceiving Such occupations raise cunning to the 


* The Paishwahs, the Southern Jahgeerdars, the principal 
officers of state, and chiefs who remained in the Mahratta 
countries South of the Taptee, were Brahmins The Bhons- 
lahs, who early possessed themselves of Nagpoor, the Guick- 
war of Guzerat, and the family of Puar, who settled in Malwa, 
boast a connexion with the Khetri tribe. The Sindia and 
Holkar families were of the Sudra 
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place of wisdom, and debase, by giving a mean 
and interested bent to the imnd, all those claims 
to respect and attachment, upon which gieat and 
despotic powei can alone have any peimanent 
foundation 

The lustoiy of the Mahratta nation abounds 
with instances of Braliinins using fioni the lowest 
stations (usually that of agents to lie ministers^ 
and sometimes laders, of a state , but their cha- 
racter undergoes httle change fiom adiancement, 
and, in general, all its meanest features remain. 

Though often leading armies, the Mahiatta 
Brahmins have not, witli some lemaikable f ex- 
ceptions, gained a high reputation for courage ; 
and if not anogant or ciuel, they have often 
mented the chaige of being unfeehng and op- 
pressive 

The plain umnstmcted Mahratta Sudra, or 
Khetn, enters upon his career as a soldier in the 
same dress, and wth the same habits, with 
which he tiUs his field or attends his flocks ; and 
he has, geneially speaking, preseiwed, tliroughout 
revolutions that have at one time raised him to 
the highest consideration and power, and again 
cast him back to his former occupations, the same 

** The compound Persian term by uhicli a person of tins 
class IS called, is Karkoon, which signifies a man of 
business ” 

t Purscram Bhow, who co-operated with Lord Cornwalba 
m the war against Tippoo Sultan, a d 1792, was a Brah- 
min, -and a man of extraordinary jiersonal courage 
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simphcity of chaiactei This may be referred to 
the nature of Hindu institutions, to the example 
•of Sevajee and his leaders, and to the advantage 
denved fi om habits that gave facihty to conquest, 
by placing him m strong contrast with the proud 
and formal Mahomedan ; by associatmg him with 
the Hindu population of the countries he mvaded , 
and by preventing his progress ever bemg im- 
peded by that pomp, luxmy, and piide, which 
foiin so often an incumbrance, if not an obstacle, 
to the most successful conqueroi’s That the 
Mahratta soldier was moie distinguished by art, 
than by valour , that he gloried as much m rapid 
flight as in daring attack, is not denied by the 
wai mest panegyrist of his own tnbe , but though 
these facts are admitted, and farthei, that he was 
often mean and soidid, it is contended, and with 
truth, that he had many excellent quahties Few 
could claim superiority to hun m patience under 
fatigue, hunger, and tlurst, and in that plain 
manhness of chaiactei which remamed unchanged 
by success or advernty nor can we deny to the 
Mahrattas, m the early part of theu history, and 
before their extensive conquests had made their 
vast and mixed armies cease to be national, the 
ment of conductmg then Cossack * inroads mto 

• The term Cossack is used because it is the one by which 
the Mahrattas describe their own species of warfare In their 
language, the word Cosscikee (borrowed, like many of their 
terms, from tlie Moghuls) means “ predatory ” 
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other countries with a consideration to the inha- 
bitants, which had been deemed incompatible with 
that terrible and destnictive species of war. But 
tlus leads us to a view of the principles on which 
they acted. 

Unhke in their ongin and habits to the Groths 
and Vandals that devastated Eiuope, oi those 
Tartar tribes who have so often conquered and 
destroyed the kingdoms of Asia, the first Mah- 
lattas were driven to arms by oppression, and 
tempted to continue in the exeicise of their new 
profession, by the proved weakness of their op- 
pressors The character and constitution of their 
early power made it impossible for them to mam- 
tain themselves m many of the countries they 
were able to plunder , but the abihty to destroy 
generated a nght to share in the produce Hence 
all those Mahratta sources’*^ of revenue, uhich 
they mtroduced mto India Whenever these 
were admitted, the countr}’- had a respite iroin 
their lavages; but we cannot believe that the 
able chiefs, who fiist inflicted these heav^" taxes 
upon the revenues of the Moghul emjiire, ever 
viewed it as more than a temporary expedient, 
which, by enabhng them to mamtain great aimies, 
and to spiead their agents and influence, afforded 
them the means of progressive eneroachment. As 


* Chout, Sirdaisinookhee &.c 
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such, it was admirably smtedl to the tunes, and to 
them pecuhar condition and character By ob- 
taining peace m one quarter, they were at hberty 
to carry their .arms into another They had also, 
through this means, an opportumty, which they 
thoroughly understood how to use, of fomentmg 
divisions m famihes and states From the house 
of Tunur, to the lowest of the Rajpoot chiefs 
withm their sphere, we find every party had a 
secret or open supporter in a Mahratta leader or 
agent The character and actions of this people 
were m all respects smgular, they had indeed 
few, if any, s imil ar features m common with other 
nations Those means which the pnde of con- 
querors have often rejected, seem always to have 
been used m preference by this extraordmary 
race : not merely the desperate and discontented 
were mvited to their standard, but lobbers and 
plunderers were courted as auxihanes, and allow- 
ed to act for a period m their own mode, and for 
them own advantage To insinuate themselves 
by wdes into a share of the management of a 
district or a country, and to make a party 
amongst its inhabitants, were deemed better than 
usmg force, even when the latter was m them 
power , and m effectmg these objects them 
patience and humihty were great aids They 
were content at first to divide the government, as 
well as levenues, ivith the Hmdu chiefs of the 
mihtaiy class they found established, trustmg to 
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tune and intrigue for their gradual reduction. 
This policy was never raoie remarkably exeinph- 
fied than m the pi ogress of their estabhsliment in 
Central India Tliey assumed at fiist, in their 
manners and sentiments, the exact shape that was 
best calculated to win the Hindu population of 
that country. The Rajpoot princes and lords 
were concihated by every concession to then pnde, 
and to those fonns of dignity which they had learnt 
flora association with the Moghul government; 
Avhile the lower classes, partiailarly the land- 
holders and cultivators, saw ra tlie Mahrattas 
(amidst all their excesses) beings of their own 
order, who, though tliey had nsen to power and 
dominion, continued to preserve the strongest 
attachment to the manners and usages of those 
vdlage communities in uhich they were bom. 
It coidd not but be gratifymg to this class 
of inhabitants, to find that the principal leaders 
of the conquerors appealed to place more value 
in their names of Potad (or head man) and 
Putwairee (or register), winch they denved fiom 
being hereditaiy officers of some petty village in 
their native countiy, than in all the high-sounding 
titles they could attain The constitution of the 
government and aihiy of the Mahiattas was, 
howevei, moie calculated to destioy, than to 
create an empire Then first chief, Sevajee, had 
no pretensions but those of a successfiil leadei', 
and his lattei years weie marked by severe re- 
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verses Similar feelmgs and circumstances had 
attached many of his tnbe to his person , and, 
before his death, enough was done to embody the 
Mahiattas as a nation, and to give them an umon, 
which was cemented by the cniel and implacable 
character of their enemies The tortures and dis- 
grace mflicted on Sambha, the son of their fiist 
prince, with many acts of a simdar nature, gave a 
common sentiment of indignation and revenge, 
that supphed for the moment the place of bettei 
ties The fabric, however, had no foundation The 
chiefs were, from the first, almost equal, and as the 
armies they led depended principally on success for 
pay, the leaders were necessarily mvested with their 
powem for the collection of tnbute, or revenues, 
from the provmces mto which they were sent But 
though a share* ** was claimed by Government, the 
apphcation of the greater part in the payment of 
his troops and other expenses, raised the success- 
ful general into a rulei of the countiies he had 
conqueied This every where pioduced the same 


* I ba\e obtained the perusal of all the old papers of the 
Puars of Dhar , and find by the Sunnuds, or orders, granted 
to Oudajee Puar, in A n 1724, by Bajerow, empowering 
him to collect Chout in Malwa and Guzerat, that he was 
allowed for the expense of his army one half of his collec- 
tions , the other went to the State The following is a literal 
translation of this general, or rather sweeping Sunnud 

** To the high Raja Sree Oudajee Puar, may Lutchmce 
the Beautiful increase your fortune and dignity ! from 
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effects, and the pnhhc interest was lost sight of in 
the desue of indmduals to pi omote their own am- 
bition Tlie eaily example of the Paishwah’s 
nsiupation was followed almost by all to whom 
opportunity offered; and this was aided by the 
form of their village governments (winch is pro- 
bably the oldest of Hindu institutions) havmg 
been earned into the state: every office, from 
that of Paashwah, or prune minister, to the lowest 
employ became hereditaiy, Tliis practice, by 


Bajerow Bullal, Minister (Purdbnn), be blessed! m the 
‘‘ year of Fuslee 1123 t 

“ The half of the Mokassa (75 per cent of the CUout) of the 
** countries of Guzerat and Malwa belongs to the (Huzooroim) 
court , half is granted to you as Scrinjam, (or for the support 
“ of the troops) You are our commander, and our trust is in 
you be happy with ^vbat has been bestowed upon you 
Given the 5th of Rubbee ul Awul There is no occasion 
to write more,*' 

This was obviously given at the commencement of an expe- 
dition, as a guide and authority how to act on success for I 
find among the same manuscripts no less than one hundred 
and fifty Orders, dated a, n 1729, from Bajerow to the 
Managers of the tovms and districts, from Bundelcund East 
to near Ahmedabad West, and as far North as Marwnr, direct- 
ing the payment of Chout and Sirdaismookhce to Oiidajce 
Puar These were evidently given after the country had 
been over-run I conclude that this authentic record may be 
taken as an example of the usual process* 

Hindu account, which differs seven years from the Ma- 
honiedan 




MAHRATTA INVASION OF MALWA 


75 


giving lights, limited patronage, and weakened 
the heads of the empire, among whom divisions 
early arose; but, mstead of dechmng, the state 
appeared for a long period to prosper the more 
from that spmt of action which was excited by 
the clashmg interests of the chiefs who shared m 
its anomalous administration The Brahmms who 
presided over it had, to use the strong expression 
of a Mahomedan writer, “ converted the peaceful 
cord of their order into a bow-strmg ” But, not- 
withstandmg the mili tary reputation which some 
of the Paishwahs added to their other pretensions 
to supieme authority, all that superior mteUi- 
gence which their habits and education gave 
them, was unequal to keep in check the ambition 
of enterprising chiefs , who, mtoxicated with suc- 
cess, soon forgot then* obligations to the Brahmin 
prmces by whom they were elevated to com- 
mand One part of the pohcy of the Paishwahs, 
tended greatly to accelerate the mdependence of 
these leaders : — the fear of their disturbmg the 
peace of then native country, or consuming its re- 
sources, led to their constant employment m fo- 
reign expeditions, where they were subject to little 
or no control ; and to attam the object of keepmg a 
successful general and his adherents at a distance, 
the superior was satisfied with nonunal allegiance 
This IS a short statement of the prmcipal of 
those causes which led, at a very early date, to a 
spiead of Mahratta authonty over all India, and 
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to the rise of many chiefs of that nation into 
the exercise of the functions, if they did not as- 
sume the name, of pnnces Broken and disjoint- 
ed as they appeared, they stdl, howevei, retained 
some general motives which led to then occa- 
sional imion * Nor were these qmte foi gotten till 
success had destroyed their enemies, and they were 
impelled, by the continued action of that system 
winch had raised them to power, to piey upon 
and destroy each other ; and even then they never 
changed their nominal relations as membei s of one 
confederacy, but, on the contiary, seemed to che- 
rish theraj m every extieme, intli a prejudice that 
almost approximated to lehgious feeling One 
cause of this was a stiong attaclunent to the coun- 
try of their birth "WTiether in Hindustan oi I\Ial- 
wa, they continually kept up an intimate mter- 
course with their famihes and kindred tribe in 
theii native distiicts ; and the ongmal links by 
wluch the community was bound, weie constantly, 
levived and strengthened by ties which operate 
with great force upon Hindus, as no people are 


* A Mahomedan writer, remarKiDg upon the tendency to 
union uhich distinguished the Mahratta confederacy, ctcn 
amidst all their divisions, obsen^es, “ that the stubborn ma- 
“ terials retained tlieir nature, and, like unto the dissevered 
“ particles of the same substance, had always a propensity 
“ to reunite Or, as uc are told (he adds) of tlie serpent 
“ when cut asunder, that the dismembered parts have a sepa- 
“ rate existence, and seek again incorporation ” 
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moie stiongly and virtuously attached to their 
connexions than this race, nor is the bond de- 
stiny ed or even weakened by one party reaching 
high power, and the other remaining m compara- 
tive obscurity 

The Paishwahs owed httle of that leal oi 
nommal obedience, which they to the last pre- 
served as heads of the Mahratta empire, to their 
bemg of the sacred race of Brahma On the 
contrary, though (as has been noticed) this aided 
impression in the first instance, there can be no 
doubt that the Brahmins of the Mahratta state 
have lost, by their grasp at worldly power, much 
of that respect and awe which are usually 
granted to their tribe by Hindus, when they 
preserve their original character of spiritual in- 
structors But the attachment, if not allegiance, 
which all classes had for the Paishwah, as chief 
ofl&cer of the state, though greatly impaiied, was 
not destroyed, it was always, when threatened 
with imsfoitune, their watchword of union This 
cherished sentiment was never shewn more for- 
cibly than mthm the last few years , and, mth 
more of virtue and talent in its object, it might 
have saved a confederacy from destruction, of 
which it was the mam hnk 

The incursions of the Mahrattas into Malwa, 
before the death of Aurungzeeb, have been no- 
ticed, as weU as that of a D 1721, at which time 
the province was luled by a managei, on the pait 
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of the celebrated Nizam-ul-Moolk ^ Tins Omrali 
had been confirmed in the office of Soobahdar, oi 
governor, by Mahomed Shah, but soon after- 
wards this high station was taken from him, and 
given to Raja Girdhur Bahadur f, who was some 
time afterwards attacked and defeated by an 
aimy of Mahrattas, undei Cliimnajee Pundit^ 
and Oudajee Puar These cluefs pioceeded to 
attack the town of Saningpoor, the Mahome- 
dan governor of which was glad to purchase 
their retieat by ginng them fifteen thousand 
rupees , and this amount (which was probably 
the utmost the town could pay) became, fiom 
an usage very characteristic of Mahiatta con- 
quest, the siun^ fixed for their futui’e annual 
demand 

The Blahrattas at this penod ravaged at large 


*.Asoph Jah Nizam-ul-Moolk was appointed to be Soo- 
balidar of Malwa in a. d 1717, in the short reign of Ruffee- 
uI-Dii]et 

t Girdhur Bahadur was a Brahmin of the Naggur tribe, 
originally from Guzerat 

J Chimnajec Pundit was brother to the Paishwah Baje- 
row , and it appears from a Diary in the Poona records for 
the year 1729, that he was in Malwa, and he had probably 
been there some time 

§ This sum IS termed m the Persian manuscripts " GIiii- 
neem Sea," or “ an Account of Plunder ,” and the letters of 
the two Persian words, in their numerical power, give the 
date of transaction Hegira 1141, or a n 1728 
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both the provinces of Guzeiat^ and Malwa, and 
their complete reduction of the latter was greatly- 
aided by the pohcy of Nizam-ul-Moolk, who 
appears to have desired to plant this nation as 
a barrier between the Deckan and Hindustan. 

Though it IS hkely this chief had not the power 
of stemming the tide of desolation, he had that 
of turning it, for the moment, from the countries 
under his own immediate sway to those of his 
enemies, and such he considered the Empeior 
Mahomed Shah and his court This situation of 
affairs tempted the ambition of the Paishwah 
Bajerow, who, havmg marched fiom Poona ivith a d 1731 
a large aimy, made himself master of the pro- 
vmces of Nemaur and Malwa In the latter he 
was opposed by Dia Bahadur, but the defeatfA D 1732. 
and death of that officer, who had succeeded his 
relation Raja Girdhur,:j; gave this pro-vmce to the 


* The country of Guzerat was invaded and partly con- 
quered m A D 1724, by some Maliratta chiefs These were 
Kuddum Bandiah and Pdlajee Guickwar, the founder of the 
present dynasty Pillajee settled to the South of the Mhaee 
river, wlule Kuddum Bandiah took possession of Godra and 
the districts on the opposite bank of that stream 

t This action, in which Dia Bahadur and about 2000 of 
his troops were slain, was fought near the village of Terlah, 
half way between Dhar and Amjherra 

1; Raja Girdhur, during the time he was Soobahdar of 
Malwa, surrounded Oojeinwith a wall, probably in antici- 
pation of attack from the Mahrattas It is a curious fact, 
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Malirattas Maliomed Khan Bungiish, wlio was 
next appointed Soobahdar, in vain attempted to 
arrest theii progiess ; and Sevaee Jey Smgh, Raja 
of Jey|3oor, who was nominated to supeisede him, 
either from conceiving opposition hopeless, or 
from entertaining (as he is accused of doing Iiy 
all Mahomedan anthois) a secret fnendship and 
understandmg ivith tlie enemy, jn evaded upon 
the Empeior to appoint Bajerow Soobahdar of 
Malwa But this did not take place till the 
horse of the Paishwah had laid waste the coun- 
tries of Agra and AUahabad, and the Imperial 
armies had been foded in then efforts to expel 
them from that province 

These events brmg us to a new era m Mah- 
ratta history Their rights as poweiful plundei- 
ers had been long before recogmzed, and a share 
of the revenues of the greater part of the empire 
had been allotted them in the vain hope of pur- 
chasing safety for the remainder Their ndei 
was now nominated to the government of one of 
the chief provinces of Hindustan This, it was 
true, he had first conquered; but he had pro- 
fessedly levied no more than the Mahiatta tn- 


tliat, though on mscnption upon the wall ascnbes its erection 
to Raja Gu-dhur, the inhabitants of the town continue to 
believe, on tradition, that it was the work of his successor 
Hia Bahadur, 
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Inites*, and appears to have sought with sohcitude 
a legitimate title to govern it in the name of the 
Ejnperm The pecuharity of character wluch 
has been noticed in this lace was never mOre dis- 
played than on their becoming masters of Central 
India, Bajeiow and lus pimcipal leadeis, con- 
tent with the profit and substance of what they 
had attained, so fai from weakening imprjession, 
or alaimmg prejudice, by the assumption of rank 
and state, seem to have increased m theii pro- 
fessions of hunuhty, as they advanced m power 
They affected a scrupulous sense of mfenonty m 
all their intercourse and correspondence with the 
Emperois, and with their prmcipal chiefs, pai- 
ticularly the Rajpoot prmces The Maluatta 
leaders, indeed, not only submitted to be treated, 
m all pomts ot form and ceremony, as the inferiors 
of those whose countries they had despoiled and 
usurped, but m hardly any instance considered 
the right of conquest as a sufficient title to the 
jsmallest possession Grants for every usurpation 
were sought, and obtained, from those who pos- 
sessed the local sovereignty By this mode of 
proceeding, which was smgularly smted to the 
feelmgs of a people like the inhabitants of India, 
who may be generally described as mvetei ate in 
their habits and abhoii'ent of change, they evaded 
many of those obstacles- wluch had impeded foi mei 
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* Choiit, bn (laisniool Iiee, S.c 
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conquerors But theu internal relations witli 
each other appear still more remarkable than 
those they estabhshed with foreign states We 
shall have occasion to shew, that Mahomed Shah, 
before he granted Ballajee a commission as Soo- 
bahdar of Malwa, exacted from his mditaiy cluefs 
a deed, by which they became guarantees for the 
fideht}'’ and allegiance of their nominal loid This 
measure and many others of simdai chaiacter 
prove that the authonty of the Paishwah was only 
recognized as that of fiist officei of the state , and 
he seems to have consulted with other chiefs of 
the confederacy, on points that i elated to their 
general interest, on a footing almost of equality , 
but, peihaps, this extraordinary ^ proceeding is in 
some degree to be leferied to the master-principle 
of the Mahrattas, which rejected no means that 
could promote their object -- 

All accounts regarding the estabhshment of the 
Mahrattas in Central India agree, that their first 
adnunistration of that country was moderate and 
good, particularly as contrasted with those aggra- 
vated evils f which are ever the concomitants of 


* The usage here described is, houever, not limited to 
the Maliraitas, but common to Hindu governments, in few 
of which the princes appear to have obtained any very dost 
potic power, the shape of all being that of a feudal confe- 
deracy 

t The hercdifary Zemindar of Indore gave me a very dis- 
tinct account of the first settlement of the Mahrattas in 
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falling power, when the necessities of a sovereign 
lead hun to oppress those whom he cannot pro- 
tect Then conduct to the inhabitants was for 
a peiiod very concihatory, and they soon esta- 
bhshed a strength that made the weak govem- 


Malwa, and, considering the transaction as recent, the nar- 
rator a respectable man advanced in years, and that Ins 
grandfather, Row Nund Lai, was the person who met and 
conducted the Mahrattas into the province, vve can hardly 
doubt his general accuracy The following are the exact 
words of his answer to a question upon the subject. 

In tbe reign of Mabomed Shah, when the Moghul 
** Empire had fallen to pieces, and the power of the Delhi 
“ monarch was rapidly declining, Dia Bahadur (a Brahmin) 
was Soobahdar of Malwa The corruptions and abuses of 
power which prevailed in the remnants of the Delhi terri- 
‘‘ tones were great, and the distress arising from a total 
‘‘ neglect ot the duties incumbent upon Government fell 
“ heavily upon tbe peaceful husbandman and labourer of the 
** field, who groaned under the oppression of every petty 
“ tyrant that chose to act the despot The subordinate 
chiefs, or Thakoors, of Malwa, impatient of the oppressions 
and lapacious exactions imposed upon them and their 
“ Ryots by Dia Bahadur or his agents, represented their 
“ grievances to the court ot Delhi, and solicited redress 
“ The reigning monarch, however, Mahomed Shah, held the 
reins of government with too weak a hand, and was too 
** much immersed in indolent and effeminate pleasure, to 
afford redress , and the Rajpoot chiefs, finding their hopes 
“ disappointed, turned their eyes towards the Raja of Jey- 
poor, Sevaee Jey Singh, to whom they made their appeal. 
“ Jey Singh was one of the most powerful and able of those 
“ Rajas of Hindustan who still remained obedient to the 
** Emperor his allegiance, however, had begun to waver, in 

G 2 
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ment of Mahomed Shah despaii of recovenng a 
country which became the home of the mvaders, 
from whence they earned theu’ predatoiy excur-- 
sions into Hindustan ; and a grant of a part of its 
revenues, not excepting the lands near Delhi, was 
one of the early ihiits of then success- 

‘‘ consequence, it is supposed, of an affront he bad received, 

** and a secret intercourse was established between him and 
the Paisbwah Bajerow, the object of ^vhich was believed to 
“ be the subversion of the Mahomedan power The Rajpoot 
** chiefs of Malwa preferred their complaints to Imn he 
“ recommended them to invite the Mahrattas to invade the 
province, and subdue the Moghul authority* Row Nund 
‘‘ Lai, Choudry, or principal officer of the district of Indore, 

‘‘ was then a Zemindar of wealth and consequence, and had , 
“ troops amounting to 2000 liorse and foot, who were paid 
“ from the revenues he enjoyed He bad also charge of the 
different posts which guarded the fords of the Nerbudda, 

" and he was on tins latter account selected to treat intli the 
Malirattas and promote the invasion Tlie army of Bajerow 
‘was encamped on the plains of Berhampoor, and a force of 
about 15,000 men under Mulhar Row Holkar formed the 
advance Row Nund Lai deputed a Vakeel to Mulhar 
Row with an invitation to enter Malwa, and an assurance of 
the Ghauts, or posses, being left open for his troops, and of 
“ all the Zemindars aiding the mvaders The Mahrattas, in 
consequence, marched, and crossed the Nerbudda at a 
‘‘ ford near Akberpoor, a village between Dhurmpooree and 
“ Mhysir Dia Bahadur, having in the mean time received 
^‘intelligence of their approach, liad moved with a force 
“ beyond Amjherra, and blocked up the Ghauts which lead 
“ to Tandah, by which he supposed the enemy meant to 
* ascend to the Table Land The Malirattas, however, 
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Bajeiow, after oveirtmning Bundelcimd, plun- 
deimg Hindustan, and exacting a promise of the 
Chout, or fourth of the revenue, upon the whole 
of the Moghul empire, left Malwa, (six years sub- 
sequent to his entering that province,) to proceed 
to his Southern territories. He appears in this 
year to have sohcited and obtained a letter and 
present fi^om the Emperor, placing him in the 
lughest rank of his nobles This document states, 
that Bajeiow has been exalted above his equals,, 
by the grant of terntoiies ; that a splendid 


“ being favoured by the Zemindars and inhabitants, were 
** conducted up an unguarded pass, now called tlie Bhyroo 
Ghaut, a few miles to the East of Mandoo ^ and having 
‘‘ brought up their whole force on the plain without opposition, 
“ tliey afterwards encountered Dia Bahadur at a village called 
Tirellah, between Amjherra andDhar, where the latter was 
defeated and slam, and his troops dispersed From that 
period the Mahrattas obtained paramount rule in Malwa 
The ancient Thakoors, Zemindars, &c were allowed to re- 
tain their possessions, on the same terms they held them 
** under the Moghul government, and guaranteed from the 
“ recurrence of the oppressive exactions they had lately been 
“ suifermg The Moghul Amildars and the public officers, 
with their Thannahs or posts, were all turned out, and re- 
placed by those of the Mahrattas Some of the Thakoors, 
“ who afterwards became refractory and neglected to pay 
“ their tributes and perform their engagements, were de- 
prived of their possessions and power, which were assumed 
by their new masters, whose proceedings, however on their 
first taking possession of the province were studiously 
** adapted to conciliate the Hindu chicts and inhabitants ’* 
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diess ^ IS transmitted to him : — and he is ic- 
mmded of his duty, and directed “ to tread 
“ firmly in the broad path of fidelity ” The year 
before these honoiu's were confeired, the Erapeior 
had endeavom’ed to expel Bajerow from Malwa, 
t.by the reappointment of Nizam ul Moolk to the 
ofiice of Soobahdar of that pionnce. This was 
probably one of the causes that led the Paislt- 
wah to pioceed to the Deckan, wheie he, no 
doubt, expected, fi’om the absence of the Nizam 
(wlio was called to Delhi to oppose Nadu Shall), 
to make consideiable conquests. But the close of 
his careei was marked by a memorable leveise 
He sufieied a signal defeat in the vicinit}’' of 
Poona fiom Nazir Jung, the son of Nizam ul 
IMoolk, and his capital was taken and bunit 
These events preceded only a few months the 
death of tliis celebrated Mahratta chief f He was 
succeeded by lus son Ballajee, who went through 
0 the mock ceiemony of obtaining an investitme 
fiom the imprisoned Sahoo Raja, befoiehe enteicd 
upon the exerase of lus functions as Paishnmh 

The invasion of Nadir Shah had thiown the 
whole of India into confusion and dismay, and 
Ballajee hastened to take advantage of the oppor- 

* The articles of this dress (Khelaut) are enumerated m 
the letter 

t Bnjerow Bullal succeeded to the office of Paishualt m 
May 1720, and died in the Same month, after a rule of i%vent> 
years, leaving it to his son Ballajee Bajerow 
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tunity, which this event afforded, of extending his 
powei The first authentic recoid we have of his 
leign, IS a veiy remarkable compact with Nizam 
ul Moolk It IS in the form of lequests and an- 
sweis, a very usual shape of Indian diplomatic 
papers 

The first lequest is, that Ballajee shall be ap- 
pointed Soobahdar of Malwa*, and have the whole 
of that province as a Jahgeei, or estate The an- 
swer is, that the Nizam is lumself Soobahdai, but, 
on the Paishwah promismg obedience, the Sun- 
nuds, or deeds, to be Naili, or deputy, shall be 
sent hun 

In the next article a i equest is made for the 
fifty lacks of rupees whiehthe Emperor had pio- 
mised as an aid f Every efibrt (it is stated m 
leply) wdl be made to obtain this amount 

From the tenor of the supeiscnption ^ on this 


^ It has been before explained, that the greatest part 6f 
that country whn h we term Central India, was mcluded in 
the Moghul Soobah or government of Malwa Vide Chap I 
t Mudud Kurch, literally, aid of expenditure 
X This Persian deed is styled Memorandum of Demands 
and Answers ” There is upon the envelope of this document 
a short note in the Mahratta language — “ That the enclosed 
“ Memorandum regarded the Soobahdary of Malwa, and the 
“ fifty lacks of rupees, was sent by Ballajee Row to the Nabob 
“ Asoph Jail, who was then (the 26th of Ramzan, year not 
mentioned) atSuraee in Malwa, and the answers to the Me- 
‘‘morandum were originally in Asoph Jah’s own hand- 
** writing — Asoph Jah left Delhnn 1740 He fought his 
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d<iaiinent. It nm-^thave been written when Nizam 
ul'Moolk was passing through Malwa (after Nadu* 
Shah had left India) to punish lus rebellious son 
m the Deckan. 

Doling the three years that intervened from 
the accession of Ballaiee to the office of Paishwah, 
to the deatli of Jey Singli^ there appeals to have 
been a constant fiiendly mtcicoiu-se between the 
lattei and the Mahiattas ; and seveial lettere and 
engagements, which have been presented, shew 
distinctly the character of this connexion, which, 
though pel haps oiigmally giounded on Hindu 
feeling, took a different shape aftei the Mahiattas 
had entered the scene. Jey Smgh’s object was, to 
continue the medium of inteicoiuse between them 
and the Emperoi ; but he desired, as appears 
from ceitam ai tides m them agreements, to coin- 
lime his duty to his sovereign noth his fncndslup 
to the Mahiattas He also wished to use the 
latter as auxdiaries : and an engagement * of 
foui ai tides is chiefly diiected against Abber 
Singh, Raja of Joudpooi, udth whom he was 
then in a state of hostdity But death came sea- 
sonably to lelease this great and accomplished 

son Nizam u Dowlali m 1 741 , and lie continued in tlie Deckan 
till his death, 1748 Mahomed Shah died the same year 
This ofFenaive and defensive engagement is dated in the 
-year of the Simibut 1798, and below 1141 of the Sorsun, the 
Arabic $ra used by the Mahratlas, which dales correspond 
willi llejira 115J and a u 1741 
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'piince* from a scene of mtngue, distraction, and 
guilt, in which, horn his want of means to gmde 
the stoini that was aioimd him, his character 
might have been soiled, but could not have been 
elevated The last engagement he concluded with 
the Mahiattas, fiom its date, could only have been 
settled a short peiiod before his death Its first 
article is completely an offensive and defensive en- 
gagement The second is remarkable : it supposes 
(probably on very good experience) the hkehhood 
of Bajerow breaking his faith ivith the Emperor. 
Jey Smgh states that he will prevent such an oc- 
currence, but, if It happens, he wdl follow the 
Paishwahf The third and fomth articles are ge- 
neral , but by the fiifth he promises to pay atten- 
tion to the inteiests of some Rajpoot chiefs to the 
North of the Chumbul nver, whom Ballajee had 
recommended, and to endeavoui to establish them 
in their possessions, on their paying the tnbute, 
provided they were firm in then allegiance to the 
Emperor Tins latter qualification proves, that he 
was stdl sensible to his duty m that quartei ; and 
indeed it is piobable he acted only a ministerial 


* He (lied A b 1742 

t The literal translation from the original m the Rangree 
dialect IS, “ 1 will be after you which may be interpreted 
either as implying continued friendship in all extremes, oi 
hostility on a change of conduct The lattei is, fortunately 
for the fame of Jey Singh, the most obvious reading 
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part, in all that related to the intercoui’se between 
Mahomed Shah and the Paishwah In the con- 
cluding and most important aiticle of the engage- 
ment alluded to, Jey Singh promises “ to pro- 
“ cme, in the comse of six months, the Em- 
“ peroi’s command for the issue of a Fiimaun, oi 
“ Older, in the name of the Sahoo Kaja, and the 
“ transmission of the usual presents, also the Sun- 
“ nuds, 01 deeds, for the Vicegeiency of the Soo- 
“ bah of Malwa, and the sanction to take tiibute, 
“ as established by the Emperor, from the Rajas 
“ on this side (i. e the North) of the Chumbul ” 
This tieaty was concluded on the fourteenth 
night of the Moon of Jeth, in the year of the 
Sumbut 1798, coiiespondmg ivith a d 1741 
Jey Smgh died the next year Few cluefs have 
attained higher or more meiited reputation Tlie 
city of Jeypooi, which lie built to peipetuate his 
name, exhibits in its splendid appeal ance the mind 
of its foundei The erection of an observatory, 
and its endowment at his new capital, shewed that 
the love of scimce was mixed mth the other vii- 
tues and quahties of this pnnce, who completely 
fulfilled, dmang a long leign, the extiaordinaiy pro- 
mise he gave even m childliood But he belongs 
to the subject of this narration, only as a Cluef 
who at some periods had power, and thioiighout 
his hfe great influence, over the whole of Central 
India, wliere Ins name is still fondly cheiished by 
all, and paiticularly by the Rajpoots These 
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deem him, and Jeswunt Singh of Joudpoor, who 
13 deal to them fiom his opposition to Anrung- 
zeeb, the greatest of their race 

It IS impossible not to suppose, that the in- 
fluence of such a charactei as Jey Singh operated 
as some lestramt on Ballajee , but the contempt 
of all moiahty, m their pohtical ariangements, 
was with the Mahrattas avowed, and shameless 
We have a lemaikable instance of this m a 
note affixed to an engagement made by BaUajee 
and his uncle Chimnajee with the weak sove- 
reign of Delhi : m which, after statmg various 
conditions of service that they bind themselves to 
perform, it is added, “ that BaUajee Row* in- 
“ tended in future to do every thmg candour and 
“ sincerity dictated, to obey the Emperor’s wishes 
" as appealed best to his judgment, and to refram 
“ from the htigiousness he had foimeily practised 
“ in causmg unnecessary delays, &c. by pretended 
“ scruples, arising from the omission of a Fir- 


* This remarkable confession is attached to an engagement 
of nine articles given to the Emperor by Ballajee and his 
uncle Chimnajee, after the former had been nominated Soo- 
bahdar of Malwa It is believed to be written in the Paish- 
vvah’s own hand , and commences with stating that the agree- 
ment of nine articles had been made after much discussion, in 
the time of Khan Dowran, to please the Vizier, by advice of 
Row Kirpah Ram The latter person was of some celebrity , 
he was long Vakeel on the part of Jey Singh at Delhi, and 
was a personal favourite of Mahomed Shah. 
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“maun, oi other alleged informalities; neithci 
“ would he in ftiture endeavour to evade the per- 
“ formance of any duty or service by pietended 
“ want of cash, or any such groundless excuse ’ 
The Emperor Mahomed Shah had appointed* 
Ballajee to be Soobahdar of Malwa ; but there 
was at this peiiod a remarkable indirectness m all 
proceedmgs betwixt the Empeior and the Paish- 
wah , — and the high office of Soobahdar of Malwa 
is, by a singular form, given in trustf to the Vi- 
zier, to be bestoAved upon the Paishwah It is 
probable that the weak successor of Timui was 
ashamed of the concessions into u^hich he ivas 
forced, and that this expedient onginated in a de- 
sire to prevent his dignity bemg compiomised by 
the form of the engagement On these points the 
Mahratta chief was caieless, and, so long as he 
advanced m the substance of power he wilhngly 
left the name of it to othei’s Ballajee appears 


* This appointment is made by tv\o Silnnuds, or deeds, tlie 
one dated the twentj-second of Jumnd-ul-Anul, and tJie other 
the eighteenth of Rujuh, in the tw enty-fonrth year of the 
Emperor’s reign. 

t Tins IS the form in the second Sunnud, or deed, dated 
the eighteenth of Ilujub 

I The great solicitude with which the PaiShuah sought tlie 
title and power of Soobahdar of Malwa is proved by a variety 
of papers, propositions, and minor agreements, m which he is 
profuse of bis professions of obedience and allegiance, m the 
event pf his wishes bemg complied with. There is among 
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from other documents, to have extorted fiom the 
court of Delhi sums of money upon the most 
groundless and even insulting pretexts , amongst 
othei s, a large sum which had been promised to 
his father, on the condition of his joimng the 
Emperor on the invasion of Nadn, was claimed 
and extorted, though Bajeiow had on that occa- 
sion not only kept aloof, but taken eveiy advan- 
tage of the crisis to enlarge his possessions 

The gratitude of BaUajee, when he obtained 
the office of Soobahdar of Malwa, was expiessed 

these records a curious instance of Ballajee’s readiness to 
subscribe any thing, and to endeavour by every means to pro 
mote his objects In an engagement which he ga\c the Em- 
peror, dated the twenty-third year of his reign, (one year 
before he obtained the grant of Malwa,) it is written in tbe 
preamble “ I, Ballajee Row Mookh Purdhan, through the 
“ mediation of Asoph Jah and in another paper of the same 
purport and date, and which exactly corresponds on all other 
points, he not only omits the mention of this mediation, but 
states that he, the Paishwah, will not contract any friendship 
with Asoph Jah, or others, without the royal permission It 
has been conjectured that the first of these records was the 
original draft, but, not being approved by the Emperor, the 
otlier was substituted , but it is much more probable, from 
both having been carefully preserved among the state papers 
at Poona, that one engagement was forwarded to the court 
of Delhi, and anotlier to Nizam ul Moolk Such a proceed- 
ing 18 quite conformable with the usage of Mahratta politi- 
cians, who, if they attain the object of the moment, are in- 
sensible to the disgrace of future detection and exposure 
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in an engagement'’^ fiom him and his uncle, 
whicli though wiitten in a tone of submission 
to the Emperor, contained in its stipulations am- 


• The following is the translation of the articles of agree- 
ment of Pundit Purdhan Ballajee Row, and Clnmnajee 
Row 

“ As from beneficence and bounty the Soobabdary of Mal- 
“ wa has been bestowed upon the servants Ballajee Row and 
“ Chimnajee Row, ne are willing to perform our service as 
“ follows 

“ 1st. We wish to have the honour of enjoying the dignity 
“ of being admitted to the august presence 

“ gd We promise that we shaU not invade, plunder, or lay 
“ waste any country except Malwa 

“ 3d No other Mahratta chief shall pass beyond the 
“ Ghauts of tlie Nerbudda, into any part of tlie Soobah of 
“ Hindustan We take upon ourselves this responsibility 
“ 4th A respectable Mahratta officer, with a body of 500 
“ horse, shall always be present in the service of Ins 
“ Majesty 

“ 5th We accept the sum which has this year been given 
“ UB as Enam or gift , but in future we will not ask for a 
“ fraction from the court, which is the centre of the world, 
“ and shall always remain steady and firm in oiir duty and 
“ allegiance 

“ Gth Whenever the victorious army shall move abroad, a 
“ body of 4000 horse shall be furnished by us to accompany 
“ die camp , but should more be required, their expenses 
“ must in that case be defrayed by the enlightened presence 
“ ^th. We will not exact from the Zemindars beyond tlie 
“ river Chumbul, a fractionmore than the established Paish- 
" kush, or tribute 

“ 8th Should the enlightened presence issue an order for 
“ us to punisli any petty Zemindars in that quarter, we shall 
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pie proof of the real condition of those, who 
sought the promotion of then temporary mte- 
rests by unmeanmg professions of allegiance and 
obedience 

In the anxiety of Ballajee to obtain possession 
of Malwa, he had recourse to the measure, which 
has been befoie noticed, of making his chief ge- 
nerals become the guarantees of his good faith , 
and the following document was given to Maho- 
med Shah to guard against his future encroach- 
ments “ We, Ranojee Sindia, Mulharjee Holkar, 
“ Jeswunt Row Puar, and Pdlajee Jadhoo, hereby 
“ give it under oui hands, that, Ballajee Row 
“ Mookh Putdhan havmg agreed to serve his 
" Majesty, should he hereafter desue to recede 
“ fiom his duty, we shall by our representations 
“ prevent his domg so , bnt if, notwithstanding 
“ our endeavours, he still persists m withdrawmg 
“ from his duty, we shall m that case qmt the 


“ furnish a quota of 4000 horse, who will exert their endea- 
“ vours to effect the object required 

“ 9th With respect to the Jahgeers of Killedars and the 
“ perquisites of Canoongoes, Mooftees, &c as also lands, 
“ pensions, and other charitable institutions emanating from 
“ the bounty of the enlightened presence, we declare that we 
“ will not infringe upon them, but allow the full benefit of 
“ them to those on whom they have been bestowed, that they 
“ may employ themselves in uttering benedictions for his 
“ Majesty’s eternal prosperity ” 

N B The note found on the envelope of this agreement 
has been before noticed Vide page 91 
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“ seivice of the Puidhan Pundit In token of 
“ the same we have written the above as a deed ” 
This document is dated tlie seventli of Rubee ul 
Awul, m tlie twenty-third year of tlie reign, a d. 
1743 . 

The letrospect of a few years gives a still more 
singulai charactei to this extiaoi dinary lecord 
Ranojee had cairied the slippers of the father of 
the chief for whose conduct he now pledged him- 
self, and Mulhar Row Holkar had only a few 
yearn before been attending a flock of goats, at 
his native village in the Deckan ; but it was a 
period of i evolution, and these persons were now 
great mditaiy commanders, wlio had not only 
armies of their oivn, but interests, particidarly 
North of the Nerbudda, qmte distinct from those 
of the Paishivah, whose history indeed, subsequent 
to the events here stated, has little connexion 
mth that of Central India ; to illustrate which it 
wiU be necessary to give a concise account of the 
Mahratta fanuhes of Puar, Smdia, and Holkar, 
whose ancestors were employed in the first reduc- 
tion of this country, and to whom it afterwards 
became subject. 


1 



CHAPTER IV 


The families of the Puars if Dhar and Dewass 


In the early periods of Mahratta history, the 
family of Puai appears to have been one of the 
most distinguished* They were of a Rajpoot 
tribe, numbers of which had been settled m Mal- 
wa at a remote sera , from whence this bianch had 
migrated to the Deckan Sevajee Puar, the fiist 
of the family that can be traced in the latter 
country, was a landholder! , and his grandsons 
Samhajee and Kalojee were mihtary commanders, 
in the semce of the celebrated Sevajee Three 
sons of the former, Oudajee, Anund Row, and 
Jugdeo, served the successor of that prince (Sahoo 
Raja), durmg whose reign Oudajee attamed con- 
siderable lank He was not only intrusted with 
a high command, but treated with great con- 
sideration, as appears by the style and purport 


• This tribe has been before noticed Vide page 23 
+ He was Zemindar of Sopaut Kingee and Kurungaum in 
the Deckan 

VOL I H 
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of letters and deeds from Sahoo Raja and his 
minister Bajerow, still in the possession of the 
family 

Oudajee, eight years before BajeroTe conquered 
Central India, was employed to estabhsh the 
predatoiy clauns* of the Mahrattas over that 
country and Guzerat f He however offended the 
Paishwah , who first deprived him of all power, 
and, having afterumrds imprisoned:}: him, raised 
his younger brother, Animd Row, to the head of 
the family. From this event occurring before the 
division of the temtones of Malwa, the latter is 
considered the foimder of the Principality of 
Dhar ' 

It IS a curious comcidence that the success of 


^ Chout, Sirdaistnookhee, &c &c 

f Oudajee entered Guzerat, but made no permanent im- 
pression m that province, in nhich, as has been before stated, 
Bandiah and Pillajee Guickwar had established tliemseivcs. 
The latter, after some warfare, obliged Oudajee, m a n* 1726, 
to retire into Malwa, and to abandon the forts of Dubboy and 
Baroda, which be bad occupied Baroda became the capital 
of Pillajee, and has continued that of his descendants 

I One account states that Oudajee escaped from prison and 
fled to theDeckan, where he died m obscunty at the village of 
Mooltan near Poona Thus far is certain, that his name 
never again occurs m Mahratta history , and tins circumstance, 
connected with his former fame, had given rise to suspicions 
that his death was hastened by tlie policy of Bajeron, and 
the fears of his successor Anund Row, whose defection to the 
Paishwah is considered to have been the chief cause of his 
brother’s fall 
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the Malirattas should, by making Dhar the ca- 
pital of Anund Row and his descendants, restoie 
the soveieignty of a race who had seven centimes 
before been expelled fiom the government of that 
city and tenitory But the present family, though 
of the same tribe (Puar), claim no descent* ftom 
the ancient Hindu Pnnces of Malwa They have, 
hke all the Khetn tribes who became incorpo- 
rated with the Mahrattas, adopted, even m their 
modes of thmking, the habits of that people 
The heads of the family, with feehngs more smted 
to chiefs of that nation than Rajpoot pnnces, have 
purchased the office of Potail f, or head-man, in 
some villages m the Deckan , and their descen- 
dants continue to attach value to their ancient, 
though humble, nghts of village officers m that 
quarter Notwithstanding that these usages, and 


* The Rajas of the petty principality of Soont assert 
their title to this proud lineage 

t I have seen this Sunnud for the office of Potail to the 
village of Komtar, in the Pergunnahof Junneer, which was 
purchased for 1112 rupees and a horse by Anund Row Puar, 
in A D 1710 The son of Anund Row, Jeswunt Row Puar, 
bought the half of the office of Potail of the village of Kun- 
gaum, in the Pergunnah of Kundah, in the province of Janneer, 
inA D 1784, when Prince of Dhar , he paid 751 rupees for 
the purchase These offices, which with their small immu- 
nities were occasionally disturbed in the time of the Paishwahs, 
have been eagerly reclaimed since the British authority was 
extended o ver the Poona territories 
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the connexions they fonned, have amalgamated 
this family with the Mahrattas, they stiU claim, 
both on account of their high bulh, and being 
officers of the Rajas of Sattai’a (not of the Paish- 
wahs), rank and precedence over the house of 
Sindia and Holkar , and these claims, even n^hen 
then fortunes weie at the lowest ebb, were always 
admitted as fai as i elated to points of form and 
ceremony The late Jesivunt Row Holkar and 
Dowlet Row Sindia weie, indeed, forwaid to 
acknowledge their supenor rank, at the very 
moment they were usurping their ponder and 
despoihng their temtones 

Anund Row Puai was vested with authonty to 
collect the Mahratta share of the revenue of Mal- 
wa and Guzerat in A d 1734 This commission, 
however, could hardly have been acted upon', as 
the Paishwah, Bajerow, became Soobahdar of the 
former province m the ensmng year, and w'^hatever 
forms the pohcy of the Mahrattas might have led 
them to obsen’^e, they were substantially the sove- 
reigns of Malwa from this date. Anund Row 
soon afterwaids settled at Dhar, which prmince, 
with the adjoining distncts, and the tributes of 
some neighbouring Rajpoot chiefs, weie assigned 
for the support of himself and his adherents 
Anund Row died a d 1749, and was suc- 
ceeded by lus son Jesivunt Row Puai, uho ac- 
companied the Paishwah to Hmdustan, and was 
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one of the many distingmshed leaders* who fell 
m the celebrated action which the Mahrattas, com- 
manded by Sadasheo Bhow, the Paishwah’s bio- 
thei, fought at Pamput, agamst the combined 
Mahomedan armies, under the Afghan sovereign 


* Jesvvunt Row Puar had attained high consideration 
amongst the Mahrattas, and is spoken of as alike remarkable 
for his kindness and valour by the inhabitants of Mdlwa, 
who cherish many traditions of his fame The following 
anecdote of this chief was related to me by one of my most 
rcbpectable Native writers, Khealee Ram, who had at one 
period the management of Bersiah He said, that about 
thirty years ago be had a long conversation with Hiramut 
Singh, the hereditary Choudry, or chief officer of the district, 
(then eighty years of age,) who praised the goodness and 
high spirit of Jesvvunt Row Puar extremely e Wlien the 
Bhow was encamped on the river near Bersiah, Himmut 
Singh told him that Jeswunt Row took him and some others 
to the tent of the commander to see what was going on 
“ Jeswunt Row had gone to the inner tent to pay his respects, 
while I with other Zemindars (Himmut Smgh observed) sat 
“ myself down at the entrance of the outer Three Mah- 
“ ratta chiefs dismounting from their horses, and having no 
“ horsekeepers, bade me and two others hold them while 
“ they went into the tent of the Bhow We did so Jes- 
“ wunt Row, on coming out, enquired how we came to have 
‘‘ such occupations , when informed of what had occurred, 
“ he exclaimed in anger, ‘ Who dares degrade my Zemindars 
“ into horsekeepers and then turning to us, said, * Mount 
“ these animals and ride them home, they are your property ' 
“ We readily obeyed, (said Himmut Singh,) and never heard 
more upon the subject, but kept our excellent horses and 
tlieir fine housings 


>1 
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Ahmed Shah Abdallee Kundee Row, tlie son of 
Jeswunt Row, was a minor* when his father was 
slain, and the management of the family posses- 
sions fell to a Brahmin of the name of Madhoo 
Row Ourekur Piom this period the petty state 
of Dhar appears to have dechned. The Mahiatta 
cluefs in Malwa, in their turn, took advantage 
of the weak and distracted state of this pnnci- 
pahty , and its rum seemed at one peiiod in- 
evitable, when the well-known Ragobah, who 
bioiight misfortune on all who supported lum, 
sent Ins family for refuge to Dhar, which was 
immediately suiTounded by a detachment of the 
corabmed forces of his enemies Anundee Baee, 
his prmcipal wife, who had just been dchvered of 
Bajeiow (the last of the Paishwahs), was witlun 
the fort ; and the object of the assailants ivas to 
obtam possession of her and the young pnnce 
As Kundee Row had openly joined the standard 
of Ragobah, his countnes m Malwa weie ic- 
sumed, and their restoration was the puce given 
for the surrender of Anundee Baee and her chddf, 
who were earned prisoners to the Deckan The 
orders m the name of Paishwah Madlioo Row,' 
directmg the lestoiation of the different districts 


• He was only two years and a half old 
t The infant who was so early doomed to a prison might 
have been piUcd , but none commiserated his deprar cd ambi- 
tious mother, who, when the young unfortunate Paishwah 
Narraiujec Row, flying from his murderers, was clasping Ins 
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in Malwa to Kundee Row, explain specifically 
their tenure to be for the support^ of troops; 
indeed, that was the only grant ever made to 
nuhtaiy chiefs, and no other appears to have 
been sought It was, according to the practice 
of this loose state, no check to usurpation ; and 
it gave them, when the paramount power was 
strong, an excuse with themselves and otheis 
for submission, which was congemal to their 
habits The usage that rendered mihtary com- 
mand, as weU as civil chaige, hereditary, made 
them confident that their descendants would keep 
possession under this tenure, as long as they 


arms round his uncle and imploring life, rushed from her 
apartment and unknit the boy’s hands, and threw him with 
violence from Ragobah He met the fate to which, it is be- 
lieved by almost all Mahrattas, she, from a desire to raise 
herself and children, was the chief cause of his being 
dootned Ragobah (that name of ill omen to all, and to none 

more than the English), who is considered by his countrymen 
as being weaker than he was wicked, continued through life 
under the influence of this bold bad woman, of whom I never 
heard a Mahratta speak but with disgust and indignation 
^ It was by accident I discovered the deed for this tenure, 
which IS termed Sennjam The Pundit of Dhar shewed 
some alarm , at which I smiled, and told him his master had 
now the best tenure in India, a treaty with the British go- 
vernment, and no retrospect could or would he taken to his 
former rights He said he believed so, but that many stones 
were told of our giving a construction to the terms of grants, 
which, though liberal and perhaps just, was not consistent 
with the manner m which they were understood by Mahrattas* 
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could under any other ; for they well knew, from 
the principles of them empire, that, when they 
ceased to be able to defend themselves, no titles, 
however valid, would save tliem fiom nun. 

Kundee Row Puar had mamed the daughter 
of Govmd Row Giuckwar, by whom he had one 
son, bom six months after his death. This prince, 
who was called Anund Row, remained at Baroda, 
the capital of liis grandfather, till he was seven- 
teen years of age, when he proceeded to Dhar ; 
and, though at first opposed by the Dewan Rung 
Row Omekur, he succeeded m estabhslung him- 
self in his pnnapahty 

7 . From the date of Anund Row’s return, the 
history of the Puars of Dhar presents one senes 
of misfortunes ; and during the last tw^enty years 
the efforts made by its pnnces have had less the 
character of a contest for power, than a stmggle 
for existence The Mahratta chieftains Holkar* 


Jeswunt Row Holkar received the rebellious minister. 
Rung Row Ourekur, who claimed his protection, in the most 
friendly manner, and, while he carried on an ineffectual nego- 
tiation to reconcile him to his master, plundered and laid 
waste the country The minister, however, finding that Jes- 
wunt Row could not accomplish his views, went to the 
Deckan, where he succeeded in instigating Dowlct Row 
Smdia to attack Dhar, a d 1807 That prince at first 
demanded thirty lacks of rupees from this petty state, as- 
serting that he had orders from the Paishwah to resume its 
lands, which he threatened to enforce if this requisition was 
not complied with After a great effort, two lacks of rupees 
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and Sindia weie amongst its principal despoilers 
Anund Row, after some vain efforts to pieserve 
his temtories, died His power devolved on 


were raised, which were given, with an order for four more 
upon the Kotah tribute , but this was only a part of the loss 
which the conduct of Ourekur brought upon this principality 
The districts of Aggur and Soneil, which had been granted 
to that minister for his support, were by him made over to 
Sindia, and the hostilities of the latter did not stop, till he had 
despoiled Anund Row of the principal part of his possessions, 
A D 1805 Those in Harrowtee were all seized, and Dhar 
was a second time attacked by one of his leaders, Juggah Bap- 
poo, who extorted a considerable sura from its ruler — In two 
years afterwards (a d 1807)another ofthese, Sarabajee Jugha, 
made war upon this declining principality, and took, after an 
action fought at Budnawur, the whole of that district, to satisfy 
the demand made by order of Sindia for seventy-five thousand 
rupees. A desire to regain his country led to this amount 
being raised and paid by Anund Row , but, during this 
transaction, that unfortunate prince died This event, with the 
confusion that ensued, was made the pretext of keeping both 
the money and the territory Anund Row is believed to have 
been poisoned by his sister, who was of a very bad and dis- 
solute character Her supposed object was the government, 
which she would have exercised in the name of some child she 
meant to adopt. These hopes, if ever entertained, were com- 
pletely frustrated, she was seized and put to death, witli 
several real or presumed accomplices, a few days after her 
brother’s death 

About the period of these transactions, Mheer-Khan seized 
on Bersiah, a district of the Puars, and made it over toKur- 
reem Khan Pindarry Some years afterwards the Pergunnahs 
of Tal and Mundawul were seized by Jeswunt Row Holkar, 
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Ins widow, Meenah Baee * Tins princess was 
pregnant when her husband died, and, fearing the 
designs of Moral ee Row, an lUegitiniate son of 
Jeswunt Row Piiar, who had formed a party at 
Dhar, she went to Mandoo, where she was deh- 
veied of a son called Rarachunder Row Puar. 
This event gave stiength to her cause ; and the 


and granted to Ghuflfoor Khan for the support of troops 
While the territories of this state in Malwa were taken and 
partitioned by every description of plunderers, the Dewan, 
who had been tlie chief cause of these misfortunes, after a 
reconciliation with Anund Row, which led him to stay at 
Dhar a few months, fled to Poona, where he completed the 
ruin of his prince, by persuading Bajcrow to seize upon his 
possessions m the Deckan 

Rung Row Ourekur is still alive, and resident at Poona 
He IS represented as being an able man , and while he had 
the sole management of the affairs of Dhar, it was well 
governed His desire was, that Anund Row should remain at 
Baroda with his mother , but, when the impetuosity of that 
prince (for, though only seventeen years of age, he is said to 
have acted upon the impulse of his feehngs) led to his sudden 
appearance in his own territories, and to a rupture with die 
JDewar, the latter, governed by ambition, seems to have 
found a malignant pleasure m giving his aid to destroy the 
state which he could not contmue to rule and he lately 
made an imsuccessful attempt to defraud Ins prince of some 
small nghts of inheritance m die Poona temtones, which he 
pretended had been assigned for Ins support 

♦ Meenah Baee was niece of Gahena Baee, the widow of 
Govind Row Guickwar, a woman of considerable ahdity, 
whose influence had for many years been paramount at the 
court of Baroda 
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commandant^ of the fort of Dhar remaining faith- 
ful, obliged Moraree Row to have recouise to 
deceit Meenah Baee was persuaded, by his pro- a d 1807 
fessions of obedience and attachment, to come to 
the capital , but, mstead of bemg permitted to 
pioceed to the fort, was compelled to occupy a 
place in the town, wheie she was immediately 
besieged by the troops of her enemy, who even 
attempted to bum the house f m which she aUd 
her adherents hved But her spmt was not to be 
subdued While this contest was carrying on, 
she exchanged her child with that of a peasant’s 
wife, and, keepmg the latter, she instructed the 
woman to caiTy the young Raja to the fort, which 
was effected durmg the night. Moraree Row, the 
moment he discovered what had occurred, threat- 
ened vengeance , but the exultmg mother told hun 
he might wreak his rage on hei as he pleased, — 
she was m different, now the prince who repre- 
sented the family was beyond his power She 


• Killahdar 

+ I listened with pleasure when at Dhar, m December 
1818 , to the animated detail which Meenah Baee gave me of 
those eventsi “ Ask Bappoo Raghunauth,” she said, “ and 
others who are near you, what advice they gave me, when the 
house m which I hved was ready to be enveloped m flames 
They mtreated me to fly , but I told them I would remain 
where my honour required I should, and if the purpose of my 
enemy was accomplished, it would be a Suttee (self-sacrifice 
by a female) worthy of my late husband ” 
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had sent the commandant a message, implon'ng 
him to defend her son to the last, and to be heed- 
less of her fate Moral ee Row, after an unsuc- 
cessftd attempt to take the fort, fled upon hearing 
that a body of troops from Guzerat were hastening 
to the relief of Meenah Baee The desperate con- 
dition of the pnncipahty had led the R^ent 
Pnneess to apply every wheie for aid Smdia (in 
spite of his having been the principal despoiler) 
was sohcited to save the legitimate heirfiom nun 
The British goveniment was com ted, thiough the 
Resident at Baroda, to mterpose its protection. 
But it did not smt the convenience or pohey of 
these states to interfere The intreaties, danger, 
and spirited exertions of Meenah Baee, at last in- 
terested her lelations and friends in Guzeiat so 
fai, that a force undei Succaram Cliimnajee'^ was 
sent to her support 

The avowed object of this aid was to sa^e 
the pnncipahty of Dhar from destruction ; but it 
was, no doubt, in contemplation that it might 
eventually become a dependance of the Guickwai 
government, and the immediate expedition was 
looked to as a source of profit and strength to the 
mdiAuduals who had projected, and were employed 
upon it The lattei speculation was completely 


Succaram Chimnajec was the brother of Seetaram, the 
minister at Baroda, who was supported m this measure by 
the influence of Gajiena Baee, the aunt of Meenah Baee 
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frustrated , a load of debt was incurred uuthout 
any adequate advantage Succaram died, and his 
place was supphed by one of his officeis, Bappoo 
Raghunauth, who, though he faded in realizing 
the hopes of the court of Baroda, succeeded by 
his activity and energ)’’, which weie supported 
by the confideuce and courage of Meenah Baee, 
in keeping this petty state ahve, till those revo- 
lutions occuned which have restored it (though 
with reduced temtones) to a condition of peace 
and permanent secmaty far beyond what it had 
ever known 

The history of this change is short During the 
last few years Meenah Baee, aided by hei Guzerat 
friends, earned on a petty warfare with Moraree 
Row for the possession of the prmcipahty, and 
made mcursions on the territories of neighbouring 
Rajpoot chiefs to support her troops , for the 
country was rendered destitute of regular revenue, 
and they, hke others, had no resource but plundei 

The son of Anund Row died, but his mother, 
sanctioned by the Hmdu law, and by the con- 
cun ence of neighbouring prmces immediately 
adopted her sister’s son, who was of about the 
same age, and seated him on the Musnud, undei 
the name of Ramchunder Puar Moraiee Row, 
aftei several vicissitudes, was ultimately compelled 

* Both DonletRow Sindia andJeswunt Row Holkar con- 
curred in this adoption 
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to leave the country, and soon after died The 
distiict of Kooksee was wrested from Dhar by the 
Mukranee chief Moozuffer, wlio, having settled 
wth a body of his countrymen in the strong coun- 
try of Ally Mohun, situated between Guzerat and 
Dhar, had made himself formidable to the latter, 
and seveial other petty states, on the plunder of 
wluch he in fact subsisted. The Guzerat troops 
of Seetaram almost all retired to that proiunce. 
Detachments of Sindia’s entered the Dhar tem- 
tones to levy contnbutions ; and within the last 
five years it has been subject to frequent pre- 
datory attacks from the Pindarries, and the dif- 
ferent leaders of Holkai’s army. 

^ At the commencement of the year in which tlie 
British troops entered Malwa, Dhar was the only 
possession that remained to Ramchunder Puar, 
and the whole revenues of the pnncipahty did 
not amount to more than tliirty’'-five thousand 
rupees , but, wlule Meenah Baee and her adopted ' 
son hved in the fortress, Bappoo Raghunauth, 
with a rabble of an army, amountmg to eight 
or nme thousand men, plimdered the countiy, and 
levied contributions from Doongmhpoor to Ne- 
maur The advance of the British armies afforded 
advantages which were not neglected Dowlet 
Row Smdia was opportunely renunded of the 
gross injustice of his keeping the district of 
Budnawur, after the money it had been pledged 
for was paid His aid to recover Bersiah from 
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the Pmdarry chief Kurreem was also sohcited , 
and it was intimated, that should he refuse com- 
phance, the Puar pnnce must seek justice from 
the British government, now the arbiters of India 
The couii; of Guahor was not at that moment 
wilhng such a leference should be made Bud- 
nawur was given back, and a promise made by 
Smdia’s government to use its influence in effect- 
ing the recovery of Beisiah But the latter dis- 
trict, from its bemg occupied by Pmdames, fell 
an eaily conquest to the Enghsh arms It was, 
however, granted to the family of Dhar, to whom 
the protection of the British government has been 
extended, in a manner which has already restored 
their distracted and wasted country to a condition 
of order and tranquiflity 

The revenues of the petty state of Dhar will 
be hereafter noticed 

Raja Ramchunder Puar is a fine boy, twelve 
years of age The regent Meenah Baee, who is 
stiU young m years, though old m the vicissitudes 
of hfe, entertains the most hvely gratitude towards 
the British government; and Bappoo Raghu- 
nauth, the minister of Dhar, is now displaymg as 
much zeal and energy m piomoting cultivation and 
tranquiflity, as he did two years ago m plundermg 
the country, and disturbing the general peace 
"When this active and mtelhgent man was up- 
braided with his former practices, and asked how 
he could assemble and maintain an army of eight 
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thousand men, unthout the means of paying eight 
hundred, his answei ^ was proinjit : “ Can you 
“ contemplate what has occuiTed, and blame the 
“ foresight that succeeded, by keeping up the con- 
" test on any terms, in presemng the title to a 
‘‘ pnncipahty ? IVith respect to our being plun- 
“ deiers,” he added, “there was no other class in 
“ Malwa The course pursued was the only one 
“ left to protract the existence of this petty state ; 
“ and we weie from year to year in hopes that the 
“ extremity of misery to which the countiy was 
“ reduced ivould cause some great change. That 
“ has now occurred , and you will judge by the 
“ ftiture, whether we are W'-orthy of bettei fortune 
“ than we before enjoyed ” 

The Puars of Dewass, though then possessions 
are very limited, inent a short mention as chiefs 
of rank, and also from the singular construction 
of their power The country they stdl enjoy %vas 
onginahy granted to two brothers, and has con- 
tmued for more than a century m equal sliares of 
both authority and revenue to their descendants 
It has been before stated, that Sevajee Puar 
had two grandsons, Sambajee and Kalojee \ Tlie 
former, as has been related, was ancestor to the 


• The answer from Bappoo Ragbunauth is taken from my 
notes of the first conference I had with him 
+ The Puars of Dewass liave given me an account of the 
family, by which Kalojee is stated to be the elder brother 
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pnnces of Dhar Kalojee’s two sons, Tukajee and 
Jewajee, came with Bajerow into Malwa , and in 
the subsequent diiusion of that province, they 
obtained possession of several distncts * * * § This 
family afterwards received the grant of a district 
in Bundelcundf, and of one in Hmdustanif These 
two latter possessions they have lost; but the 
remainder have contmued (though often overrun, 
and at tunes usurped, by other powers) in the 
family Though their name always obtained them 
some respect from their more powerftd Mahratta 
neighbours, the Puars of Dewass have suffered, 
throughout the last thirty years, the extreme of 
misery They have been, in fact, the sport of 
every change With territories situated in the 
most distracted part of Central India, and unable 
to maintain any force, they have alternately 
been plundered and oppressed, not only by the 
governments of Sindia and Holkar, but by the 
Pmdarry chiefs, and mdeed every freebooter of 
the day A detail of their history during the 
last twenty-five years leaves an impression of 
wonder at their being in existence, or having 
an mhabited village in their country But all 
that belonged to them in Malwa is now restored^. 


* The districts first ceded to the sons of Kalojee were 

Dewass, Sarungpoor, and Allote, m Malwa 

t Hummerpoor j Kundelali 

§ Sarungpoor, which had been seized by Sindia, was 
VOL I I 
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and their petty pnncipahty (under the protection 
of the British government, which has concluded 
a treaty with them,) is nsmg into prosperity, and 
promises at an eaily period a larger revenue than 
they have ever yet enjoyed 

The first chiefs of Dewass had a quarrel, which 
led to a division of lands and villages ; but the 
onginal union of powei and authoiity has been 
revived in their descendants. Tukajee, the elder 
of the present Rajas, is the grandson of Tukajee, 
one of the fiist possessors, while Anund Row. 
his cousin, is the adopted son of the grandson of 
Jewajee They are equal in rank and pietensions, 
and share equally in all leceipts An mquiry 
was made into their exact lelations, to ascertain 
how they were to be tieated m points of form and 
ceremony It was explained by one of their offi- 
ceis saymg ivith a smile, “ If a hme is piesented 
“ by a vdlagei, it must be cut into equal parts 
“ and divided between our tv’^o Rajas ” It was 
early found, that, though their chiefs were per- 
sonally on good tenns, their pnncipal servants 
often came in colhsion, and in making arrange- 
ments for their ftituie welfaie, a piimaiy object 
was to induce them to appoint one mimstei. To 


restored to the Puars of Dewass at the conclusion of tlie 
Pindarry war Their other possessions in Malwa, tliough 
desolated, had not been alienated 
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this they agreed'^, and the nomination of a re- 
spectable old servant of the family to this office, 
has tended greatly to the improvement of their 
territories 


* The arrangement was facilitated by the hereditary minis- 
ter of one of these RajasTieing a minor 
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Tamily of Sindia 


The family of Sindia are Sudras of the tnbe 
of Koombee, or cultivators Ranojee [Sindia, 
the first who became eminent as a soldier, had 
succeeded to his hereditary oflSce of head man, or 
Potail, of KumeikeiTali in the distnct of Wye, 
before he was taken into the service of the Paisli- 
wah Ballajee Bishwanath, after whose death he 
continued m that of his son Bajerow BuUal 
The humble employment of Ranojee was to caiTy 
the Paishwah’s shppers ; but being neai* the per- 
son of the chief minister of an einpue in any capa- 
city, is deemed an honour in India. The frequent 
instances of rapid nse from the lowest to the high- 
est rank led men of respectabihty to seek such sta- 
tions , and it is probable that ambition, not indi- 
gence, mfluenced the prmcipal oflScer of a village 
to become, in the first instance, the memal sen-^ant 
of Ballajee Bishwanath Ranojee’s advancement, 
however, is imputed to accident. It is stated*. 


*' This anecdote receives confirmation from a letter of Cap- 
tain Stewart, Acting Resident at Sindm’s court, dated 3d 
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that Bajerow, on c6ming out from a long audience 
with the Sahoo Raja, found Ranojee asleep on his 
back, with the shppers of his master clasped with 
fixed hands to his breast. This extreme care of 
so tnfhng a charge struck Bajerow forcibly : he 
expressed his satisfaction, and, actuated by mo- 
tives common to men m the enjoyment of such 
power, he immediately appointed Ranojee to a 
station m the Pagah, or body-guard From this 
period his rise was rapid ; and we find him, when 
Bajerow came mto Malwa, m the first rank of 
Mahratta chiefs, subscnbmg a bond of security to 
the Emperor Mahomed Shah for the good conduct 
of his master. Ranojee appears to have been a 
very enterpnsmg active soldier His expenses 
went far beyond his means ; and he was mdebted 
for considerable pecumary aid to Mulhar Row 
Holkar, with whom he formed an mtimate con- 
nexion. He died in Malwa, and was mterred 
near Shujahalpoor, at a small village called from 
him Ranagunge 

Ranojee Smdia had been manied m the Dec- 
kan to a woman * of his own tribe, by whom 
he had three sons, Jeypah, Duttagee, and Jut- 

September, 1819 “ Ranojee (he observes) is stated, after he 
“ was promoted, to have carried with him carefully packed 
“ m a box, a pair of the Paishwah’s old slippers, which he 
“ never ceased to regard with almost religious veneration as 

the source of his rise ” 

* Her name was Meenah Baee 
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tobah; the two eldest of whom became distm- 
guished commanders * 

He had also two sons by a Rajpoot woman, a 
native of Malwa, Tukajee and Madhajee Smdia ; 
the latter of wliom became the head f of the 
family His character earl)>’ developed itself ; and 
his nse to a station, to which he had no right from 
birth, does not appear to have been disputed 
This chief was piesent at the battle of Paniput 
He fled fiom the disastrous field, but was pursued 
to a gieat distance by an Afghan, who, on leach- 
ing him, gave him so seveie a cut on the knee 
with a battle-axe, that he was deprived for life of 
the use of his light leg His enemy, content ■with 
inflictmg tills wound, and stnpping him of some 
ornaments and his mare, left him to his fate 
He was first discovered by a watei-caiiier, of 


Jeypah, wlio had been employed upon the earliest ex- 
peditions to Malwa, was, after many vicissitudes of fortune, 
massacred at Nagpoor by two Rhattore Rajpoots, employed 
by Bajcc Singh, Raja of Joudpoor, against whom he uas 
advancing at the head of a large force fruttajee, who had 
accompanied Ragonauth Row in his conquests as far North 
as Lahore, was defeated and slain on the plain of Rudber, 
near Delhi Juttobah, the younger brother, died at Kamber, 
hear Deeg in Hindustan 

[• Junkajee, the son of Jeypah, succeeded to be the 
head of the family on the death of Ranojee, but he was 
slam at Paniput almost immediately after his accession to 
power 
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the name of Rana IQian*, who was among the 
fugitives this man, placmg him upon his bullock, 
earned himtowaids the Deckan Madhajee used 
fiequently to recoimt the paiticulars of this pur- 
suit His fine Deckany mare earned him a great 
way ahead of the strong ambhng animal upon 
which the soldier who had marked him for his 
piey was mounted , but, whenevei he rested for an 
mterval, however short, his enemy appeared keep- 
mg the same pace , at last his fatigued mare feU 
into a ditch He was taken, wounded, spit upon, 
and left He used to say to the Bntish Resident 
at his Court, the late Greneral Palmer, that the 
circumstance had made so strong an impression 
upon his unagmation, that he could not for a long 
time sleep without seemg the A^han and his 
clumsy charger pacing aftei him and his fine 
Deckany mare ' 

The survivors of the Mahiattas fled from the 
field of Pamput to the Deckan, and foi a period 
the nation seemed stunned with the effects of that 
dreadful day f ; but the retuni of Ahmed Shah 


* His service was giatefully rev\arded Rana Khan, the 
water-carrier, was afterwards styled the Bhaee, or brother, 
of Madhajee Suidia, raised to the first commands in his army, 
and afterwards loaded with favours His grandson (a weak 
young man) still enjoys some of the Jahgeers that were granted 
to his ancestor 

t Few actions have been attended with greater carnage 
The lowest at which the loss of the Mahratta army is esti- 
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Abdallee to Cabul, and the contests among the 
Mahomedan nobles for the different provinces of 
the dissevered empue, enabled them to reoc- 
cupy Central India, and again overspread Hm- 
dustan. 

The family of Sindia, with that of other Mali- 
ratta chiefs, had lost by the battle of Pamput 
their possessions m Hindustan and Malwa Mad- 
hajee Smdia, however, independently of liis being 
the most distmguished leader of the household 
liorse * of Ballajee, who had succeeded his father 
Bajerow m the imperial office of Paishwah, had 
entei tamed a largo mditary estabbshment of his 
own ; and the death of MuUiar Row, the founder 
of the family of Holkar, winch took place three 
years after the defeat of Pamput, made him the 
first in power of the Mahratta mihtary duels 
His behaviour on the occurrence of Midhar Row’s 
death was generous towards the family. "VlTien 
Ragobah, the uncle of the Paishwah "f, desired to 
coerce Alialya Baee, the widow of Mulhar RoVs 
son* and the representative of the family, into an 
arrangement that would have destroyed its power, 


mated is more than two hundred thousand men, half of whom 
were slain, and the moral effect was still greater. The 
armies of the nation had collected for the struggle, and defeat 
was for a moment felt as the annihilation of their po^ve^ 

• Pagah 

t Madhoo Row, son of Ballajee n 
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Madhajee *, though he offeied his personal sernce 
as belonging to the household troops of the Paish- 
wah, refused to command the army which he 
had collected mdependently of that prince, to act 
against the family of so distinguished a leader. 
His example was followed by Jannojee Bhonslah 
of Nagpoor, and the designs of Ragobah were 
frustrated 

The Mahrattas having, three years after the a 
battle of Paniput, collected an army of consider- 
able force f, marched into Hmdustan, under Visa- 
jee Krishna who commanded on the part of the 
Paishwah, and received a nommal obedience from 
Madhajee Smdia But that chief had now com- 
menced his own plans for fbrmmg a separate, if 
not independent sovereignty He had succeeded 
to all those assignments of lands made to his fa- 
ther to pay the troops of the family ; and both in 
Central India and Hindustan, Raja after Raja was 
laid under contribution, and district after district 
added to the territory he governed, m the name 

• It may be doubted whether this conduct was altogether 
gratuitous. Ahalya Baee had come into the possession of a full 
treasury, and there is reason to believe she used some of its 
contents, with other means, to gam the friendship of Madhajee 
Sindia and the Bhonslah on this emergency. 

t This expedition was directed against Nujeeb ud Dowlah, 
who had succeeded to the management of aflfairs at Delhi, 
which he conducted in tlie name of the weak Shah Allum. 

t Visajee Krishna was long Beenee Wallah, or quarter- 
master-general of the Mahratta armies 


1764 
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of the Paishwah ; and although the share of 
the lattei in these possessions ivas only nominal, 
his commands were made the pretext of exactions 
and conquests, from which his own temtones 
weie not exempt ; for Madliajee Sindia took 
full advantage of the dissensions that occurred 
at Poona after the death of Ballajee, to usurp, as 
far as he could, the rights and lands of the head 
of the empire to the North of the Neibudda The 
detail of the progiess of this system of spohation 
of both friend and foe is not necessary ; suffice it 
to say, this able chief was the pnncipal opposer of 
the Enghsh in the war they earned on in favoui 
of Ragobah He was the nominal slave, but the 
ngid mastei, of the unfoitunate Shah AUum, 
Emperor of Delhi, the pietended friend, but the 
designmg iival, of the house of Holkar , the pro- 
fessed inferior in all mattem of form, but the real 
supeiioi and oppressor, of the Rajpoot prmces of 
Central India ; and the proclaimed soldier, but the 
actual plunderer, of the family of the Paishwali 
Although by the treaty of Salbaee, Smdia was 
lecogmzed, as fai as related to the British govern- 
ment, an independent prince, he contmued to ob- 
seive, on all othei pomts which referred to bis 
connexion with the Poona government, the most 
scrupulous attention to fonns Wlien he became 


* Madhajet Sindia originally transacted all affairs m the 
name of the Pnishwah, and not only his ministeis, but all liis 
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mastei of Shah Allum and his capital, he made 
the degraded Emperor sign a commission appomt- 
mg the Paishwah vicegerent^ of the empire, 
and received fiom the head of the Mahratta 
state one as his Deputy m that high office , 
but when he came to Poona, durmg the lule of 
the second Madhoo Row, a scene was exlubited, 
which stands perhaps alone amid all the mum- 
mery to which the mock humihty of artful and 
ambitious leaders has resorted to deceive the world 
The actual sovereign of Hmdustan from the Sutleje 
to Agra, the conqueror of the princes of Raj- 
pootana, the commander of an army composed of 
sixteen battahons of regular mfantry, five hundred 
pieces of cannon, and one hundred thousand horse, 
the possessor of two-thirds of Malwa and some of 
the finest provinces m the Deckan, when he went 
to pay his respects to a youth who then held the 


public servants, even to his Chobdars, or mace bearers, were 
called the Paishwah’s , but during the minority of Sevaee 
Madhoo Row, when Nana Furnavese was Dewan, all Sindia’s 
possessions South of the Chumbul were made over to his di- 
rect authority In the conquests made Nortli of the Chumbul, 
the Paishwah’s name was used, and two principal oflScers from 
Poona attended Madhajee to guard the interests of the chief 
of the empire On first entering Hindustan, some grants were 
made in the Paishwah* s name , but when the latter was nomi- 
nated Vakeel ul Mootlik at Delhi, these weie recalled, and re- 
gular Sunnuds given in the name of the Emperor with the seal 
of the Paishwah as Minister, and of Madhajee as his Deputy 
* Vakeel ul Mootlik 
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office of Paishwah, dismounted from his elephant 
at the gates of Poona; placed lumself in the 
great hall of audience helow all the Mankames, 
or hereditary nobles of the state; and when the 
Paishwah came into the loom, and desired 
him to he seated with others, he objected on 
the ground of being unworthy of the honour, 
and, untymg a bundle that he carried under his 
arm, produced a pan of slippers, winch he placed 
before Madhoo Row, sajnng, “ This is my oc- 
“ cupntion, it u'^as that of my father ” Mad- 
hajee, at the moment he said this, took the old 
shppeis^ the Paishwah had in use, which he 
wiapped up carefully, and continued to hold 
them under his arm; after which, though wth 
apparent reluctance, he allowed lumself to he 
prevailed upon to sit down. Tliis was not the 
only instance in which Madhajee Smdia pro- 
fessed to feel pnde, instead of shame, at the re- 
collection of the origin of his family, as well as 
of its fii-st occupations He had added to their 
property as Mahratta Ryots in the Beckan, by 
some purchases, and he desired to he called by the 
title he derived from liis humble mhentance The 
feehng was national, and made him popidar ; but 
he had, no doubt, other motives : these indeed are 
described m a common saying m India, “ that Mad- 


* These old slippers, Captain Stewart uas informed, were 
carefully preserved by the successor of Madliajec Sindia 
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hajee Sindia made himself the sovereign of an 
“ empire, by railing himself a Potail, or head man 
" of a village.” But, though we may smile at a 
conduct which appeared an endeavour to recon- 
' cde stations and duties that were incompatible, 
it must be confessed, that this able chief was 
throughout his life consistent in the part he acted , 
which appeared more natural, from the manly 
simphcity of character which led him equally to 
despise the trappings of state and the allurements 
of luxury His actions were smted to the consti- 
tution of the society he was bom in, which had a 
just pnde m his talent and energy, and esteemed 
him one of the ablest, as he was the most success- 
ful, of Mahratta leaders Though Madhajee, fol- 
lowing the example of the first statesmen of his 
nation, was content with the substance of power, 
and left others to wear its robes, there are strong 
grounds to conclude, that at one tune he cherished 
the intention of giving to his A^ast possessions a 
more compact and permanent form But this 
plan, if he ever entertained it, was frustrated. 
His career (which was one of constant action) was 
marked by many acts of Auolence and oppression , 
but he was nevertheless a man of a mild disposi- 
tion, and particularly desirous of improvmg the 
countries he had conquered or usurped His am- 
bition was, however, restless , and, tempted on 
one hand by the dissolution of the Moghul empire, 
and on the other by the weakness and distraction 
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of tlie chiefs of liis own nation, lie extended his 
temtones and influence too widely, and too ra- 
pidly, to admit of their being well managed. 

Madhajee Sindia continued through life to re- 
tain many Mahrattas 'in his semce ; but, as he 
was, during the gi eater part of it, engaged in 
wars to the Nortli of the Nerbudda, these were 
soon outnumbered by Rajpoots and Mahomcdans 
This was, though unmaiked at tlie moment, a 
serious departure fi'om the first pnnciples of the 
Mahratta confedeiacy, and the habits of that 
nation were thus given to a population acting 
from a different impidse, and irith few congemal 
feehngs But the policy of Madhajee earned the 
change a step farther His genius saw, that, to 
reabze his plans, the mere piedatorj' hordes of 
the Mahrattas could never pi ove adequate It u as 
a circle of plundei ; and, as one country was ex- 
hausted, the army had to march, ivith numbers 
increased by those wliose condition tlieir success 
had made desperate, to ravage another Tliej 
had, in their first exclusions, little oi no means of 
reducing foits ; noi did their system of war admit 
of protracted hostilities in a difficult country, and 
against a resolute enemy. These wants were 
early discovered by their enemies The Bheels 
fiom their mountains, and tlie Rajpoots and 
others from their stiong holds (whicli weie mul- 
tiplied by foitifjnng eieiy nJIage), not only le- 
sisted, but letoiled upon the Mahiattas, by lay- 
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ing waste their lands, the wrongs they had suf- 
fered This evil was only to be remedied by a 
regular force We are distinctly informed, that 
its existence led Madhajee Sindia to determine 
upon the measme he now adopted, of raising 
some corps of infantry ; and accident gave him 
the aid of a man of no ordinary description De 
Boigne, who entered his service at this period, is 
said to have been brought by chance to the notice 
of Madhajee, who discovered in the author of a 
plan to frustrate his operations against Grohud, 
that nuhtary genius, which was afterwards to raise 
lum to a greater, if not a more consohdated* 
power, than any Indian pnnce had attained since 
the death of Aurungzeeb 

Madhajee, accompamed by the brigades, or 
Campoos, as they were termed, of De Boigne, 
took forts and fought pitched battles, in a mannei 
that the Mahrattas never before attempted Not 
merely the petty disturbers of the peace of Hin- 
dustan and Central India were attacked and sub- 
dued, but the proud spirit of the higher Rajpoot 


* His regular troops were increased from two battalions 
to eight, and afterwards to sixteen, with eighty pieces of 
artillery and a corps of well-appointed cavalry The pay 
and equipments of this army were hberally fixed, and the 
successive proofs which they gave of their superionty led 
to arrangements, which made this body of men for a long 
period more efficient than any one of a similar nature that 
had ever been formed by n native prince in India 
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states was completely broken. Tlie battle of Meir- 
tab, which was fought against the collected* force 
of Joudpoor, was a great triumph, and fixed the 
ascendancy! of Madhajee over that principality 
and the neighbouring weak state of Odeypoor, the 
pnnce of which had twenty years before been com- 
pelled to make over some of his most feitile pos- 
sessions^ to the families of Sindia and Holkar. 
Soon after the battle of Meirtah, De Boigne fought 
an action vdth the tioops of Jeypoor To these vic- 
tones were added the defeat of Junkajee Holkar, 
and the destruction of four corps of regular in- 
fancy under a FienchJ officer in the sendee of 
that chief Before this last action took place, 
Madhajee Sindia had left Malwa, and arrived at 
Poona, where he died in a D 1794 


* Two thousand horse of the tribe of CInindawut, of the 
Mar^\ar army, made the only effort on this memorable daj. 
They actually cut through De Boigne’s corps, but were, when 
rallying to return, almost destroyed by grape, a d 1 790 
t Beeja Singh, who was ruler of Marwar when the battle 
of Meirtah i\ as fought, was the same prince uho had directed 
the murder of Jeypah Sindia , and independent of the tribute 
now exacted, a cession of the district of Ajmeer was de- 
manded and made as the price of the blood of that leader 
t In A D 1771, Jowud, Neemutch, Ruttenglmr, Khonec, 
and Byjpoor, were made over to Madhajee Sindia Bam- 
poora, Rampoora, Mnlhargurh, and the Pertaubgurh tri- 
bute were given to the government of Holkar The amount 

of these cessions is computed at seventy-fii e lacks of rupees. 

5 The Chevalier Dudcmaic, commander of this corps. 
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The great object of Madhajee Sindia was to 
give a more permanent shape to his government 
than had ever belonged to that of a Mahiatta chief 
He geneiaUy resided m Hmdustan, but sometimes 
came to Malwa, and remamed for a short tune at 
Oojem The countries under his own observation 
were weU managed, as were all those whei e the 
mhabitants weie peaceable and obedient , but m 
his efforts to reduce the chiefs of Hmdustan, the 
princes of Rajpootana, and the petty Rajas of 
Central India, to the state of subjects, he let loose 
all the irregulai violence of his army , and the 
proceedmgs of some of those he employed* to 
complete the subjugation of the Rajpoots, were 
marked by a spmt of lapacity and oppression, 
that has, perhaps, never been surpassed even m 
the annals of the Mahiattas 

Madhajee Smdia had been the enemy of the 
British , but he was not insensible to the beneht 
he denved from that nation’s acknowledging him 
as an independent pimce, which was done by the 
terms of the treaty f of Salbaee, and by keeping a 


escaped, but every other European officer was either killed 
or wounded 

* Ainhajee Ingliah, who was one of Smdia’s principal offi- 
cers employed in Rajpootana, though he oppressed the 
princes and chiefs of that country, was kind and considerate 
to the inhabitants It was on his departure that die scene 
of devastation commenced 

t This treaty, uhich was negotiated by Mr David An- 
VOL I K 
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resident at his court These chcumstanccs, how- 
ever, could not make lum mdiffeient to the 
lapid giowth of a foreign powei , and it is jiio- 
balile that the materials he collected foi empne 
wcic foinied into the shape he gave them, mth a 
hope that they might one day prove sufficient to 
an est its progress He refiised to hccomc a party 
to the treaty of Poona , and when Lord Corn- 
AvaUis before Seringapatam he anived at 
that city, with (it was conjcctuied) no fiicndly 


derson, lias been often alluded to as furnishing an extra- 
ordinary proof of the Anomalous Government of the 
Mahrittas, from Sindja, a military chief subordinate to the 
Paishwah, becoming guarantee for the lattcr*s conduct But 
at this period the actual condition of the state warranted the 
assumption of Madlmjcc The infant Paishwah uas in the 
hands of a Dcuan, Nana Furnavese, who nos, like Sindia, 
a functionary of the state It was m fact a guarantee, by the 
leading military chief of the Mahratta empire, of tlic conduct 
of one of the principal officers, and done with tlic latter’s 
advice and concurrence, and, after all, Madliajec Sindiahad 
tlic precedent of his father, who was one of the four principal 
chiefs who became m A n 1745 guarantee to the Emperor 
Mahomed Shah, that the Paishwah BalHjce, then in the 
plenitude of power, should not infringe the engagement into 
which he had entered with the sovereign of Delhi 

^ Madhajec Sindia had a short time before proposed to 
become a party m the confederacy against Tippoo, on con- 
dition that the Bntish government would grant two battalions 
to accompany him to Poona , “ engage to defend liis pos- 
** sessions in Hindustan, and aid him in his wars witli the 
Rajpoot states ” Tbs proposition was rejected 
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feeling to the British nation AVhatevei weie 
lus designs as relating to the English, he did not 
live to cany them into execution , and his gieat 
power devolved, before it was well consohdated, 
upon a successoi httle equal, from his extreme 
youtli, to complete the arduous task he mhented. 

Madhaje6 Smdia had no sons; his brothei 
Tukajee had three of whom the eldest died 
without issue , the second had two ; the young- 
est, Anund Row, became the favourite of his 
uncle, who, in consequence of his affection to 
him, adopted his son, Dowlet Row Smdia, as 
his heii Tins prmce was only thirteen years of 
age when his grand uncle died, and left him not 
only his vast possessions, but an army which ren- 
dered him the arbiter of the Mahratta empire 
The succession of Dowlet Row was disputed by 
the widows of Madhajee, who proclaimed another 
prince, and, havmg assembled an army, did not 
give up the contest till they had been defeated in 
several actions The temtones of the Sindia 
family m Central India, which weie at the death 
of Madliajee Sindia neaily the sanie as at pie- 
sent, were compaiatively a small poiiion of the 
domimons inherited by Dowlet Row, the foun- 
dation of whose powei was laid m Hindustan 
The gieatest part of his regular army subsisted 
on the revenues of that country, and upon the 


Kcbanjce, Joteeba, and Anund Row 
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tributes which its discijiline and efficiency enabled 
it to collect from the pnnces of Rajpootana 
Tlie goveinment of Holkai, wluch had declined 
horn the death of its founder Mulhai Row, had 
been expelled from all share in the temtones 
North of Jeypoor Its title to the tribute of that 

country, however, was still recognized , but tliis, 
as well as tlie preservation of its possessions in 
Malwa, was owing, in the latter years of Madhajcc 
Sindia, less to any power the Holkar family 
possessed of mamtaming its lights, than to the 
ties whicli stiU subsisted between Malu atta cliiefs, 
and which were not forgotten, even in tlie houi 
of battle This national feehng gave a pccu- 
bar featuie to their occasional contests uuth each 
othei, winch frequently teiminated in a way that 
was unintelligible to those who did not undeistand 
the charactei and consti uction of the confederacy 
The value of this disposition to leumon, when ap- 
parently in the most broken and dicuded state, had 
been fully appreciated by Madhajee Sindia , and 
he maintained, sometimes by great sacnfices, all 
those bonds and relations upon which it depended 
"When in the plemtude of power, he did not deny 
the justice, though he evaded, by a counter-state- 
ment of expenses, the payment of the laige de- 
mands made upon him by Nana Fumavese, foi 
the Paishwah’s shaic of the levenues of l\Ialwa and 
Hmdustan, and of the tiibutes lie had collected 
He IS said to have dischaiged pait of a laige debt 
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lus father owed to the house of Holkai , and when 
a dispute about their respective shares of the tn- 
butes led to his troops attacking those of Tukajee 
at Lakheree, no advantage v^as taken of the lat- 
ter’s defeat, beyond the favomable settlement of 
the pomt m dispute, and we find Madliajee unme- 
diately afterwaids in the most amicable and mti- 
mate intercourse with this chief But sentunents 
and conduct such as have been described could not 
be expected in his successor Bom and educated 
at a distance fiiom the Deckan, surrounded by Eu- 
lopeans, Mahomedans, and Rajpoots, and despis- 
ing, when contrasted with his disciphned bands, the 
inegnlai and predatory hordes, whose activity and 
enterpnse had established the fame of his ances- 
tois, Dowlet Row Sindia was, and considered hmi- 
self, more the prmcipal sovereign of India, than 
a member of the Mahratta confedeiacy Some 
national feehngs weie stdl cheiished by the high 
hereditary officei s of his government , but tlieii 
attachment to the formei usages andiules of the 
empire was unequal to resist the gioiving mfluence 
of the Rajpoot and Patan soldieis, who consti- 
tuted the bulk of lus army, and whose commanders 
weie among the first rank of his counsellors 

During tlie hfe of Madhajee Sindia, though 
intiigues were m progiess among the different 
Maliiatta cluefs foi the management of the affaus 
of the Paishwah, whose power had for a long 
lieriod, like that of the Sahoo Rajas, become 
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nominal, no open rupture took place, and the 
peace of the country was preserved TJie Avar 
undertaken against the Nizam promised to their 
united efforts so easy and nch a booty, that it 
proved, for the few months it continued, a bond 
of union ; but this short campaign' soon tonninatcd 
in a convention, by wliicli the Nizam, in alarm 
for his person and family, purcliased safety at an 
enormous saciifice of temtory and ti ensure This 
great success was immediately followed by a 
scene of intrigue, ait, and tieacherj’-, which is, 
perhaps, unparalleled The principal of those 
events which may be enumerated as its causes 
and consequences, weie, the unfortunate fate of 
the young Paishwah hladlioo Row*, the death 
of Tiikajee Holkai, the imprisonment of Nana 
Funiavese, the mmder of Pmseiam Bhow, and 
the release of Azim ul Omrah, pnme ministei of 
the Nizam, who had been given as an hostage 
for the performance of his mastci’s engagements 
Dunng the contests that ensued betivcen the 
diffeient cluefs, the Poona temtones ivcre laid 
waste, and all the misencs ivlucli the picdatoiy 
bands of the Mahiattas had inflicted upon other 
countries, were now retahated by the inhabitants 
of Cential 'India and Hmdustan; for of such 
(as has been befoie stated) the aimies of both 
Holkai and Sindia weie almost entnely composed 

• He fell, or threw liimself, from ahigli wall of Ins palace, 
and was killed on the spot 
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The youth of Dowlct Row Sindia has been stated 
as an excuse for his early abuse of powei , but lus 
unfortunate marriage with the daughtei of Su;]ee 
Row Ghatkia (which happened at tlus period), 
by placmg that designing and Avicked man at the 
head of lus councils, was, peihaps, the chief cause 
of the shameless and bold lapacity which maiked 
the commencement of his reign Tlie seizin e of 
Nana Fmaiavese in violation of the most sacred 
pledges, the muidei of several Brahmms (among 
whom was the brother of Nana), the plundei* 
of the inhabitants of Poona and the pimcipal 
places m its vicmity, the giving lus aid to Casee 
Row HoUcai to slay lus brother MuUiai Row, 
and the confinement of Kiindee Row, the infant 
son of the lattei chief, weie among the cnmes 
of this pnnce befoie he left tlic Deckan ^Vlien 
he letumed to Malwa, whithei he was sum- 
moned by alarm at the gi owing powei of Jes- 
iviint Row Holkai, his conduct on eveiy oc- 
casion shewed that lus views of aggrandisement 
weie imchecked by any of the scmples that had 
lestiamed lus piedecessoi He accepted, as has 
been stated, fiom the lebelhous minister of Dhai, 
two provinces of the Puai prmces , the whole of 
the Dewass teiiitoiy was seized, and only lestoied 
on the iiaymenl of a fine 


* One of the chief pretexts was the expenses of Sindia’s 
mainage with Baizee Baee, the daughter of Sirjee Row 
Ghatkia 
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Jeswunt Row Holkar had, befoie Rowlet Row 
Sindia leached Malwa, made himself master of 
Oojem, but was satisfied udth exacting a barge 
amount flora its wealthy inhabitants, and he for- 
bade its being plundered But Sirjee Row Ghat- 
kia, who commanded a force which a few months 
aftenraids defeated Jesivunt Row, and took pos- 
session of Indore, sacked that city in the most 
merciless manner, and oidercd its best houses to be 
burnt, afbei he had eitlier inmdeied or pillaged of 
their property the greater pait of its inhabitants 
This profligate chief was well aided in the work 
of destmction by his friends the Pindamcs, mim- 
bei’s of whom weie at this peiiod attached to 
Smdia’s army Tlie district of Indore, and se- 
veral otheis belonging to the Holkar family, u ere, 
on this occasion, placed under the management of 
Sindia’s officcis, unthout any form being obseiwcd 
eithei of resuming them m the name of the 
Paishwah, or of declaiing the possession tem- 
poraiy, till the succession to the Holkar teimtoiy 
was settled This wos considered so offensive a 
depaiture from usage, that it united the adherents 
of the house of Holkai ; foi even those who were 
hostile to the character and pretensions of Jesuuint 
Row, saw notlung but the complete rum of the 
family in the success of Dowlet Row Sindia. 

Tlie period of trouble,^ as it is emphatically 


' “ Gurdec ka Wuklit,” or “ die period of trouble," is the 
name given to the period from 1600 to 1818 , that is, from 
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called, had now commenced in Cential India , but 
the tide of intrigue and war was again turned 
to the Deckan Jeswunt Row Holkar marched 
towaids Poona, with the professed design of 
making the Paishwah, Bajeiow, arbitei of the 
diffeience between the families of Holkar and Sin- 
dia This movement compelled Sindia to leave 
Malwa He first went to Booihanpoor, fiom 
whence he sent a detachment to join Bajeiow, 
and to mamtam his prepondeiance in the councils 
of that prmce The arrival of Smdia’s troops at 
Poona put an end to Jeswunt Row’s hopes (if he 
ever entertained any) from the Paishwah , and his 
fear of being hemmed in between two aimies, if 
Sindia advanced, led him to mstant hostihties a d I802 
The victory obtained by Holkai, his albance with 
Aim it Row, the flight of Bajerow, the treaty of 
Bassem, the mterference of the British govern- 
ment, its war with the Mahratta leaders, Dowlet 
Row Sindia and Ragojee Bhonslah, are events 
that do not belong to this memoir Sufl&ce it to 
say, that Dowlet Row Sindia, after a vam trial of 
his stiength agamst the Bntish arms, had all Ins 
(beams of gloiy and ambition (bspeUed The 
biigades* foimed by De Boigne, and completed 


the first appearance of Jeswunt Row Holkar, as the supporter 
of his family against Dowlet Row Sindia, till the destruction 
of the Pmdarries, A d 1818 

** The regular infantry brigades in the army of Dovlet 
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by Pen on, weie destioycd; above dvc hundred 
guns, cast in tlie aiscnals ^vlnch scientific Eiiio- 
peans liad established in his dominions, weic 
taken; and he was compelled to pui chase peace 
by tlie saciifice of Ins finest possessions in Guzeiat, 
Hindustan, and Bundelcund Tins piince had 
still a huge tcintoiy, and, however httle his con- 
duct ineiited it, tlie doubtfiU ai tides of tlie treaty 
of Siijee Anjengaum wcie favouiably interpieted, 
and he gamed by anothci engagement, conduded 
two yeais aftci wards, a consideiable addition to 
Ins dominions 

Subsequently to his making peace mth the 
Biitish govcinmcnt, the troops of Dowlet Row 
Smdia wcie constantly employed in i educing the 
numerous Rajas of Central India, and adjoining 
countnes, who owed hnn allegiance oi tribute 
He was in gencial successful, many chiefs ueic 
coeiced mto complete submission, uhile otheis 
weie destroyed, but the lesult of this uarfarc 
was to feed and excite that piedatoiy and tur- 
biUent sjiirit, which now pervaded tins unhapjiy 
countiy The imsenes which it liad suflcicd 
fioin Pindanies and Rajpoot plundeieis soon aji- 

Ron Sindia, at the commencement of the nar, consisted of 
seventy-two battalions, amounting, in the aggregate numbei 
of armed men, to forty-three tliousand si\. hundred and fiftj, 
w ith a large proportion of field artillery 

• The territories of Gohud, and the fort of Gualior, were 
given up by the treaty of peace concluded at Muttia, ui 
1805 
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peaied as a light evil, to what it was destined to 
sustain from the regular brigades, oi Campoos, of 
its prmcipal Rulers. Those of Smdia levied con- 
tributions indiscriminately on all the to^vns and 
villages through which they passed ; and the con- 
stant state of mutiny these corps weie m, from 
want of pay, made then oppression of the inha- 
bitants more indiscnmmate and insuffeiable 

The causes which made Dowlet Row Smdia so 
instrumental m dissolvmg the ties by which the 
chiefs who constituted the loose confederacy of 
the Mahratta nation weie bound, have been 
stated He afterwards attempted, in vain, to 
arrest the progress of British powei by an union 
with Ragojee Bhonslah and Jeswunt Row Holkai 
The feehngs which had once supported such com- 
binations no longer existed in any foice Bajerow, 
however, made a last effort to revive them , and 
there is giound to suppose that he succeeded to a 
very consideiable extent Dowlet Row Smdia 
could not but be secretly hostile to a state, by 
which he had been so humbled as the Enghsh, 
and he saw with satisfaction the increasing em- 
banassments of the wai that nation was cai lying 
on in Nepaul But though Ins mtngues in that 
quartei, when discovered, were passed over with a 
generosity that must have made a strong impies- 
sion, still he was not able to lesist the call of the 
Paishwah, to whom theie can be no doubt he pro- 
mised suppoit when that Prince determined on a d isis 
hostdities But Smdia acted upon this occasion 
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moie from the lecollection than the existence of 
ties, and fioin a sense of distant, not proximate, 
danger , and such motives were not of sufficient 
strength to make a cluef hke him engage in a wai , 
which, from the measures adopted to prevent his 
precipitating tliat step, must have commenced 
witli the hazard of his soveieignty He prefeircd 
the patli of safety ; and entered into an affiance, 
by which he engaged to combine his efforts with 
those of the Bntisli govci nment in suppi essmg the 
predator)" system, and restonng the general tian- 
quilhty of the country Tliat this was an act of 
necessity, not choice, tlieie can he no doubt; and 
it has been since pioied, that lie secret!) endca- 
vouied to evade the peifonnancc of some of tlie 
engagements into winch he had cnteied But Ins 
situation was painful and difficidt, and he was only 
able to pieseiwe his dominions by a depaiturefiom 
all that IS deemed honour^ by the tube to which 


^ The following is the literal translation of a letter from 
Bajerotv to Dowlet Row Sindia, given to me in April 1818 , 
with an assurance of its being a true copy of the original It 
purported to be tahen from an Ackbar, or paper of intelli- 
gence “ Your father Madimjee Sindia, agreeably to the 
“ orders of the bircar, went to Delhi, was made a Vizier, and 
“ acquired a high reputation He served us with liis heart 
“ and soul When you became Ins successor, j ou entered 
"into alliance with the Enghsli thus you govern in II in- 
" dustan, and thus you shew your gratitude In thus serving 
" us, It 18 befitting you to put bangles on your aims, and sit 
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he belongs He merited on this account the in- 
dulgence and consideration mth which he has 
been treated, and its effects have not been lost 
Dowlet Row Smdia, who is personally of a good 
disposition, and is now free from the counsellors 
who betrayed and corrupted his youth, sees m 
their true hght the motives that have actuated 
the Bjitish government He appears already to 
have submitted to the great revolution that has 
occurred , and, viewmg the struggle for superiority 
as past, IS forward to recognize the paramount 
sway of the Bntish government, and to benefit a d 1802 
by its action being directed to the restoration and 
maintenance of internal tranquilhty 


‘‘ down like a woman After my power is destroyed, is it 
“ possible that yours should stand 

Dowlet Row, the writer of this article adds, after having 
heard the above, remained in much distress during t\^o 
hours, and then went to sleep he sent no answer 
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Family of Holhai 

The family of HoUcai arc of the Dlioongiu 
01 shepherd tnbe Tlie fiist v\dio obtained any 
eminence, or indeed rose abo\c the class of pea- 
sants m whicli he was boni, was jMiilhar Row 
His father is only termed, m the record given to 
the author by the piesent minister'] at Indore, a 
icspectablc cultivatoi, or Ryot, of a Milage in the 
Dcckan, called Hull from which tins chief and 
his descendants take theu* * * § name of Holkai, or 
moie properly Hidkm § 


* In HindusUin this family are usually described as Gad- 
rces, or goatherds, which is a shade below a tribe of shep- 
herds, to which they consider themseh es to belong 

+ Tantia 3ogh 

X The village of Hull is in the Pcrgnnnah of Phnltin, in 
the Jahgeer of Nimbalkur It is near a bridge on the Neva, 
and about five coss from Phultin, and twenty coss from 
Poona 

§ Many of the principal Mahratta families derive their 
name from a compound similarly formed, from that of the 
village where they were born, and the substantive ICur, which 
signifies an inhabitant, as Nimbal-Kur, Pattun-Kur, &c 
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Mulhai Row was bom near the end of the 
seventeenth centmy* His father, whose name 
was Cundajee, died when he was between foui 
and five years of age , and Ins mothei, in con- 
sequence of some dispute with her husband’s lela- 
tions, removed to the house of her brothei, 
Narainjee f, a respectable landholder who hved 
m Candeish The first employment of his ne- 
phew marks the condition of Naiamjee Mul- 
har Row ^ was for several years appomted to 
watch the sheep of the family, fiom which occu- 


* I believe in a d 1693 there is no exact register or 
accurate account of births (except in their principal farm*- 
lies) kept by the Mahrattas They guess from events antece- 
dent or subsequent to their birth Had Mulhar Row been 
born a chief, his Jitnmtm Piitee, or the State of the Heavens^ 
written by the astrologer at his birth, would have been kept 
This IS the usage among all Hindus of rank 

t He was usually called Narainjee Bargul In a Persian 
manuscript in ray possession, she is said to have cairicd her 
son to one of her brothers, called Mudkur, who resided 
at the village of Sasunt, but I follow m this place the 
paper given me by the present minister, Tantia Jogh, winch 
I believe to be correct Mudkar was the maternal uncle 
of the second Mulhar Row, the son of Tukajee , and the 
similarity of name has occasioned the mistake of the Maho- 
medan author 

X Narainjee is termed a Zemindar, which (though it has 
another signification when appLed to an oflScial person) usu- 
ally means a man possessing property m land, however small, 
m lus own right He was an inhabitant of the village of 
Talandah in Candeish 
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pation (accoiding to a fable which belongs to the 
youth of abnost all Hindus that have attained 
eminence) he was only released by the accident of 
a snake liaxong been seen to interpose its crest or 
hood between lus face and the rays of the sun, 
as he lay asleep in the fields This at fii’st ga\c 
alarm, but was afteiwaids favourably construed , 
and, accoiding to tlie family tradition, his uncle 
Naramjee, acting from the impiession it made, 
placed hun in a small pai ty f of horse v Inch he 
kept in the service of Kudduni Bandee, a Mah- 
raita chief of rank ^'\^lntcvel circumstances 
laised the young Holkai fiom the occupation of a 
sheplierd to that of a soldier, he soon shewed that 
lie possessed all the qualities necessaiy to acquire 
distinction in the lattei In one of the first ac- 
tions in which he was engaged he slew a leader 
of Nizam ul Mulk Tins exploit, and Ins exti a- 
ordmar)" zeal and actmty, brought hun into early 
notice His uncle, Naiainjce, ga\e hun his 
daughter f in marriage ; and, after a few years, lus 


• The snake was a Cobra dc Capella, (Coluber Nuga) a 
species wbicb is deemed peculiarly sacred 
t Twenty-five in number 

{ The name of this lady was Gotama Bacc, who aftcru ards 
rose to celebrity as the principal, and indeed only wife of Mul- 
bur Row Holkar Her family, that of Bargul, is now ex- 
tinct The brother of Gotama Baee (whose name, like bis 
father, was Narain) attained some eminence He nos in the 
service of the Raja ofOdeypoor, who gave him the Pergunnali 
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inci easing fame led the Paishwah, Bajerow, to 
talce him into his ovm service, in which he was 
at once laised to the command of five hundred 
horse This change of masters was with the en- 
tire concurrence of Kuddum Bandee, who rejoiced 
in the good fortune of the yoimg shepherd , and 
the latter gave a maiked proof of his gratitude, 
by assuming the colours* of the Bandee chiefs, 

of Boodda, near Mvindissor, as a Jahgeer, half of which he 
bestowed as a present on his sister, who immediately named 
the principal town of her share Mulliargurh, in honour of her 
husband, while her brothei called the capital of his lands Nar- 
raingurli At the death of Narainjee, this Jaligeer went to his 
son Bouj Row , who, on the countries around his Jahgeer being 
delivered o\er to the Malirattas, became a Jahgeerdar of the 
Holkar family Bouj Row died about thirty years ago, leaving 
the Jahgeer to Ins sons, Mogajee and Shumkur Row It was 
resumed m the year 1805 by JeswuntRow Holkar, and re- 
stored m 1807 Mogajee died a d 1813, leaving Narrain- 
gurh to Shumkur Row, who held it for two years, after which 
It was resumed, and Shumkur Row, who fled to the neigh- 
bouring fastness of Sattolee, gained a precarious livelihood 
by plundering To induce him to leave off these incursions, 
two villages of his former Jahgeer were given him of these 
he was deprived after the peace ofMundissor, and the last of 
the family died a few months ago in extieme poverty 

* Tlie standard is of a triangular shape, striped red and 
white, and surmounted by pennons or streamers of the same 
colours The present representative of the once celebrated 
family of Bandee, is about twelve years of age He fled some 
time ago from the persecution of the late Paish wah to Baroda, 
to beg a pittance for Ins support from the Guickwar, whose 
ancestors owe, in a great degree, their rise to his family 
VOL I I 
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Avhich still lemain the standaid of the Holkar» 
as they aie of the Ouickwai famdy, wlio were 
oiTginally followers of the same leader 

The progress of Mulhai Row Holkar to high 
command was rapid Shortly after he entered 
the Paishwah’s seivice, he was detached Mith 
the Paishwah’s brother^ to the Concan, in the 
subjection of a Inch they ivere veiy successful 
Bassem, and many other places of reputed 
strength in that quarter, weie wiested from the 
Portuguese The fame that Mulhar Row ac- 
qmred on this occasion was subsequently m- 
7 . creased by his conduct in a wai with Nizam Ali 
Khanf, and on seveial lessei expeditions 

Mulhar Row Holkai leceivedij: his fii'st lands 
North of the Neibudda (tu^elve districts) in 1728, 
and in 1731 seventy additional distncts weie 
granted'^ to this chief, who appeal’s at the same 
time to have been nominated, by a letter fiom 
the Paishwah, to the general management j] of the 


* Clnmnajee 

+ Holkar acquired itiuch distinction in an affair that took 
place at Rakisbon, and on the peace nhicli folloned he ob- 
tained several possessions The Pergunnah of Ambah was 
granted at this time to the Holkar fatnilj' 

t In tlie Roze Kurd, or Diary of the Poona Office, m a D 
1728, we find the first grants of twelve Mahals to Mulhnrjee 
Holkar, and thirty-tliree to Oudajee Puar 
§ Poona Diary 

11 It IS mentioned m the Poom Diary, that in this year, 
17S0-1, the Paishwah wrote a letter to Mulhar Row Holkar, 
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Mahratta inteiests m Malwa , and m the ensuing 
year he commanded, as has been stated, the ad- a d 1732 
vance of the army which invaded that province, 
when Dia Bahadur was defeated and slain Mul- 
har Row was, at the penod above-mentioned, at 
the head of a consideiable detachment, and obtain- 
ed, before the Mahrattas ascended the Vindhyan 
mountams, possession of several places in Nemaiir, 
of which the town of Mhysir was the pnnciiial 
^Vhen Malwa was conqueied, the district of In- 
dore was assigned to him for the suppoit* of his 
troops 

The lugh rank and consideration winch Mul- 
har Row had now attained, have been before 
noticed, and aie sufficiently proved, by Ins name 
being, as befoie 1 elated, in the deed of guaran- 
tee given by the pnncipal mihtary leadeis to 
Mahomed Shah, as a secunty against the msm- 
cerity 01 perfidy of their superior, the Paishwah 
He may, in fact, be deemed, from the mvasion of 
Malwa tdl his death (a period of more than thirty 
years), the most distinguished of the mihtaiy com- 
mandersf of the Maluatta empire, and he ap- 


committing Malwa to his charge, and stating that he must 
jegnlarly transmit the clues of the Sircar, Ac This eraploj- 
ment was probal ly given liim to check tlie growing ambition 
and insolence of Oudajee Puar 

•■AD 1733 — It was, according to usage, a Sennjam 
grant, and revocable 

t He was, by an order of the Paishwah, associated with 




OF IIOI.KAU 


peais, fiom contmi^al employment, to have 
been great!}' favoured by Bajerou , to whose au- 
thonty he continued, even in the zenith * of Ins 
]jower, to pay the gieatest defeience The life of 
this leadei, though lie established his family and 
goveiTiment in Central India, lias httle connexion 
with the lustoiy of that country Tlie Dcckan and 
Hindustan, hut especially the latter, yeie the 
scenes of his pimcipal military achievements In 
one of tlie first incuisions of Bajeiow into that 
legion, he was among the chiefs who plundered 
the celebiated fair f at Kalka Bhowanee, mthin 
fifteen nides of Delhi, ivheie tlie ireak Einperoi 
Mahomed Shah was then lesidmg. TJic Mah- 
lattas on this mem oi able and hold incui’sion 
shelved then contemjit of the Mahomedan poivei , 
by hangmg a hog ovei the bridge near Hu- 
mayoon’s tomb. Tlie booty they took ivas gieat, 
and Mulhar Row obtained on tins occasion a share 
of ivealth and fame, wdiicli completely compen- 
sated foi the discomfiture he had sustained a 


HanojeeSindia, and directed to collect, on account of Sirdais- 
rnoolvhec and other Mahratta claims, thirty-five per cent of 
the revenue of Malwa These chiefs pledged themselves to 
pay one lack and five thousand rupees the first year, one lack 
and ten thousand die second, and one lack and tuenty-five 
thousand rupees the third and future years, to the Poona 
state, dividing the remainder betwixt them equally 
* Poona Diary t Jattra 
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few months before from the Imperial aimy*" The 
Paishwah, Avho had been secretly aided m the 
enterpiise by Jey Singh, returned by the way of 
Kotah, and had an mterview with that Rajpoot 
pnnce, who, mth others of his tribe, agreed to 
transfei their tributes to the Mahrattas , and, on 
Bajeiow’s proceeding to the Deckan, the tasks of 
leahzmg this levenue, and of piosecuting mditary 
operations, were committed to Mulliai Row Hol- 
kar, to whom considerable tiactsf weie assigned 
for the maintenance of his mci eased contingent 
There is httle inteiest in the detad of the pre- 
datory warfare which this chief carried on in 
Malwa, Rajpootana, and Hindustan , it was, m 
fact, a senes of petty actions and pdlaging m- 
cursions In one of the lattei, he took the bag- 
gage of Mahka Zemanah, the Queen of Mahomed 
Shah , and his famdy preserved mth great care, 
until the death of Ahalya Baee, two substantial 
lecoids of this Mahiatta victory ovei the property 


* The Imperial army, commanded by Burhan ul Mulk, 
defeated Mulhar Row at Mootta Bang, near Agra, to which 
place he had come after ravaging part of the Duab The 
Mahratta chief vith difficulty escaped, and joined Bajerov\ 
at Gualior 

t His grant from the Paishwah for the support of liis 
troops is stated m a manuscript m ray possession to have 
amounted to forty lacks of rupees m Malwa, and twenty lacks 
m the Deckan, or Southward of the Satpoora range The 
number of his contingent was lis.ed at fifteen thousand horse 
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of a female , the one was a carnage^, the cmtaiiis 
of Avhich were embossed mth seed pearl, and the 
othei a comb, nclily ornamented witli jc^vels, and 
worth above a lack of nipees 

Mulhai Row Holkai, encouraged by the 
etched condition of the Moghul empiie, ap- 
peals to have eutei tamed tlie design of fixing tlie 
power of his nation peimanently o\ei Hindustan ; 
and V e find hmi, both alone, and m combination 
with othei chiefs, endeavoui mg to eficct this ob- 
ject, by opeiations ivhich extended fiom the pio- 
\nnce of Oude to the Indus, and fiom the hills ol 
Rajpootana to the mountains of Knmaon 

The Vizier Sefdai Jung bad, m the reign of 
Almied Shah, called in the Mabrattas to piescrve 
Oude fiom the Rohillas, and, dmmg the wai 
that ensued, MuUiar Row Holkar particulaily dis- 
tmguished himself, by the night attack he made 
■until a veiy small bod} of tioops His success 
on this occasion has been ascnbed to an ancient 
stratagem.f He directed toiches and hghts to 
be tied to the hoi ns of several thousand cattle, 
which weie dnven m one dnection, while m 
another he placed lights iqion eveiy bush and 


Tins species of carriage, nlncli is called a Ruth, or Hac- 
kery, has two Ion wheels, and is drawi bj bullocks 

t The similarity of thl^ stratagem to that recorded of Han- 
nibal IS remarkable Human mteiiUon bus every where the 
same character , and this coincidence must be accident.al, foi 
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tiee, and, when this was done, maiched sdently in 
the dark by a different route to the attack The 
enemy, pressed m one quarter by an actual as- 
sault, and seemg lights in seveial others, thought 
themselves surrounded and m danger of destruc- 
tion, they dispersed, and fled m dismay, leaving 
their camp to be plundered by the conquerors, 
whose leadei acqmied a just increase of fame fiom 
the victory , and, m recompense for his zeal and 
gallantry durmg tlje whole of the campaign, the 
Emperor granted hun ^ deed for the Sirdais- 
mookhee (a due of twelve and a half per cent on 
the revenue) of Chandore, which is the only royal 
grant in possession of the family It is indeed 
stated, that when Mulhar Row Holkar was asked 
what lewaid he mshed, he lephed, that he was 
the officer of the Paishwah, and desired to have 
no country independent of him, but that a nomi- 
nation to the office of Daismookh* of Chandoie 
m Candeish would be acceptable The request 
was complied with, and the family have ever smce 
held the office "SVlien the province of Candeish 
was recently ceded to the Enghsh government, a 
politic attention to the feeUmgs of the house of 
Holkar led to a restoration of the title and immu- 
nities of the situation 


we cannot suspect the Mahratta chief of having read the his- 
tory of the Carthaginian leader 
** DaistnooUi is a Hindu compound term, signifying the 
Jiead of the district 
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Mulhai Row Holkai had connected Inmself 
with Ghazee Udeen, one of the sons of Nizam ul 
Moolk, whom he accompanied to the Deckan to 
aid him in assertmg his succession to the royal 
office (foi such it had become) of Soobahdar, or 
viceroy, of that division of the empne ; and tlie 
Paishwah, mtli the piincipal Mahratta chiefs, 
who had also engaged in the same enterprise, 
assembled at Auiungaliad, fiom whence they were 
aliout to mai ch, when the sudden death of Ghazee 
Udeen, by poison put an end to tlic expedition, 
and gave temporaiy peace to the Dcckan 

Invited b} tlie weakness of tlie Mahomedau 
dynasty in Hindustan, the Paishnah again de- 
tached Mulhar Row Holkai to that quaiter to 
maintain liis mteiests, confening on hmi the title 
of Soobahdarf, and fiumsliing hun inth consi- 
deiable remforcements The annual invasions 
of the A%hans undei Ahmed Shah Abdallee had 
now commenced, and tlie Mahiattas were foiced, 


as has been stated, to evacuate the Punjab 
• Duttojee Sindia was slam; and MuUiar Row, who 
had encamped at Secundia, aftei intercepting and 
some supphes gomg to the camp of 


plundenng 


* He was poisoned by his mother, nliose desire to save 
another son, Nizam u’Doulah, from destruction, impelled 
her to the horrid act 

+ The title of Soobahdar descended to Ins successors, and 
Howlct Row Sindia, and other rulers, always addressed tlicin 
by It as iheir highest distinction 



FAMILY OF HOLKAll 


153 


Ahmed Shall, was himself surpnsed, and com- 
pletely louted, by a corps of the Alihans The 
occurrence of these events led to the battle of 
Paniput The early escape of Midhar Row, on 
a day so fatal to his nation, has given rise to some 
leproaches , but his advocates ascribe his safety to 
his supenoi knowledge as a leadei, which made 
him, when he saw the action lost, keep his party 
togethei, and retreat with an older that none of 
the others preserved This account wiU be moie 
probable, if we credit the statement given of his 
quairel with his commander, on the morning of 
the day on which the battle was fought He had, 
it is affirmed, mtreated Sedasheo Bhow to delay 
the action for one or two days , but the lattei, 
whose pnde and vamty exceeded all bounds^, im- 
patient of the advice, exclaimed, “ ViTio wants the 
counsel of a goatheid?”! If the anecdote be true, 
we cannot wonder that a chief of Midhar Row’s 
character shoidd not have anticipated success :j: 


* Sedasheo Bhow used to allow his attendants to exclaim 
“ Purseram Ootar,” or an Incarnation of Vishnu, as one of 
bis titles 

t A nearly similar taunt lost the Mahratta commander the 
services on this day of one of his most efficient allies, Sooruj 
Mull, the Jaut Prince of Bhurtpoor 

X The victory of Paniput, which is to be ascribed to the 
superior courage and energy of the Afghans, is naturally 
enough referred by the Mahrattas to other causes, and among 
these to the death of Biswas Row, the son of the Paishwah, 



FAMILY or HOLKAJl 


At all events he was one of the few that escaped ; 
and he retreated into Central India, wlieie he em- 
ployed hmiself m setthng Ins possessions. Tliese 
had been inci eased, in the mode usual to Mahiatta 
chiefs; and, nuth tlie exception of one distiict*', 
all that now belongs to tlie Holkais in Main a 
was bequeathed by tlieii founder, Mulhar Row, 
who, besides his lands in that proMnee, left ex- 
tensive claims upon Rajpoot pnnccs Taking 
advantage of the disputes winch occiuied on the 
death of Jey Singh, lie had estabhshed a considei- 
able influence in the coiintiy of Jeypoor, and on 
the succession of Madlioo Singh, through Ins aid, 
the lattei agreed to pay in money, besides an 
amount of seventy-six lacks f, and a cession of foiii 
distnctsij:, an annual tnbute of tlnce lacks and a 
half of mpees Mulhar Row had before obLiined 
laige domains in tlie Deck.in, and a considei- 
able part of the pronnee of Candeish had been 
allotted to him foi the maintenance of Ins tioops 
Independently of these acquisitions, various giants 


which was iraprudcnth proclaimed to the army by the obsti- 
iiate impatience of Sedaslico Bhou, ^^ho mTdc tlie elephant 
sit down, that he might see for the last time his /a\ourUc 
nephew 

Tal Mundauul, usurped from the Dliar family by Jes* 
wnnt Row Holkar The greater portion of it non forms 
part of GhufFoor Khan’s Jahgeer 

t According to some statements oighiy-foiir lacks 
+ Took, Rampooia, Toiah, and Pollah 
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of villages weie given, both by the Paishwah and 
Nizam, as presents to females of Ins family 

Mulhar Row was seventy-six yeais of age when 
he died , he had for more than forty yeais of his 
hfe been a commander of reputation, and durmg 
the latter part of this period was certamly one 
of the most distinguished in the Maliratta con- 
federacy His remains weie interred at a place 
now named, in honoui of liim, MuLhargunge, in 
the district of Alumpoor, and about forty miles 
from Guahor Although infenor to Madhajee 
Smdia as a statesman, Midhai Row was his equal, 
if not his supeiior, as a warrioi Foi simplicity 
of manneis, and manly courage, no Mahratta 
leader stands higher in the opinion of his country- 
men , noi were his talents limited to those of a 
soldier His admmistiation of the countnes sub- 
ject to his direct control was firm, but consideiate, 
and if we judge of lus character by his conduct to 
the petty Rajpoot prmces.of Malwa, the conclusion 
Avdl be favourable to lus memoiy He conciliated 
theu respect, if not theu regard, by his good faith 
and model ation*" in the exercise of powei Many 
of them weie his associates and adheientsf, and 


He IS stated to have reduced the tiioute of Pertaubgurli 
to seventy-five thousand rupees, which, thougli as much as 
the chief of that petty state could pay, was not more than one 
hall of what had been before assessed 

t Among the principal of those duels who wcie his friends 
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their descendants still speak of Ins memory with 
sentiments of giatitude This feeling, howevei, 
may owe much of its stiength to the opposite 
conduct of some of lus successois The piincipal 
vnlue of Mulliai Row was his geneiosity He 
had personally no regard for money; he was w'ont 
to declaie (piohably 'with truth) that he undei- 
stood nothing of accounts, and he hstened with 
impatience to those ministeis who lecomniended 
the dunimition of Ins fiequent laigesses* To his 
relations, and indeed to aU Mahrattas, lie uas 
uncommonly kind It is stated of this chief, that 
m lus conduct to the Paishwah, and in the pei- 
formance of all lus duties as a membei of the 
Maluatta confederacy, he did that fiom the heait. 
which Madhajee Sindia did from the head the 
one was a plain, smeere soldier, and the othei 
added to great quahties all the ait of a ciafty 
pohtician. 

Mulhar Row Holkar had only one son, Kundee 
Row ; who, some yeais before the battle of Pam- 
1754 put, was kiUed at the siege of Kumbheief, near 


and supporters as well as tributaries, were Bulbuddcr Singli, 
Raja of Ragoogurh, and Gokul Doss, Raja of Baglcc 

’ It IS recorded of Mulhar Ron Holkar, that, nhen pleased 
nub a soldier’s gallantry, be used to exclaim, “Fill bis sbield 
with rupees ” 

t Kumbbere is four coss from Deig , it lies betneen that 
place and Bliurtpoor, equally distant from each Nan ul Singb, 
grandson of Sooriij Mul, was at this period Raja of Bliurtpoor 
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Deig This prince had mamed Ahalya Baee, of a 
family of the name of Smdia, by whom he had^one 
son and one daughter To the former, whose 
name was Mallee Row, Ragobah Dada (the uncle 
of the leigmng Paishwah, who was then com- 
manding the Mahratta armies in Central India) 
immediately sent a Khelaut, or honoiary diess, le- 
cognizing him by the act as successor to the powei 
and possessions of his grandfather This youth, 
however, did not long enjoy the dignity , and his 
death, which occurred nine months aftei his ele- 
vation, was very melancholy He had been always 


After he made peace with Miilhar Row, a Mausoleum, or 
Chettery, was built in honour of Kundee Row, and the revenue 
of five villages assigned as a chanty for the support of the 
Brahmins who attend it, and pray for the deceased The 
feeling of all Mahrattas towards the Jauts of Bhurtpoor is 
strong, from a recollection, which still exists, of the protec- 
tion the Raja of that place afforded their ancestors after the 
disastrous battle of Paniput He not only clothed and fed 
the fugitives who came to his territories, but furnished them 
with means of reaching their homes m the Deckan In con- 
sequence, there is hardly a family of any note in this nation 
that has not a tradition of a debt of gratitude to the Jauts 
of Bhurtpoor Such facts are important, as a knowledge of 
them often gives a very different colour to actions of poli- 
tical consequence It is, however, to be added, that, accord- 
ing to Mahratta system, this feeling did not prevent the 
chiefs of Bhurtpoor being laid under contributions, when 
their professed friends were able to compel them into pay- 
ment 
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consideied of weak and unsettled intellect, but no 
symptom of positive insanity had appeared before 
he came to the head of the government, when 
every action displayed it His conduct was at 
first moie marked by exti ernes of folly than of 
guilt The life of his mother was devoted to acts 
of chanty and benevolence, and she was particu- 
larly kind to Biahmms This tnbe became ob- 
jects of Mallee Row’s malicious ndicule It was 
a common usage u'lth him to place scoipions in 
clothes and slippei s that he gave them ; he also put 
these venomous reptiles m pots filled uith iiipees, 
which he invited the holy mendicants to take , 
and, u hen their eager cupidity caused them to be 
stung, his joy was as excessne, as the grief of 
the pious Ahalya Baee, who used to lament aloud 
her hard destiny, m having a perfect demon bom 
to hei as a son The avowed sentmicnts of Ins 
wickedness, and Ins incapacity for goveinment, 
had given rise to a report that this admirable 


* This report of the death of Mallee Ro« has been stated 
to several European inquirers, by ulioni it was believed I 
thought It a duty, as connected with the memorj of Ahnlj’a 
Baee, to make the most minute investigation of tlic fact , and 
the result has been a conviction of her co vipletc innocence of 
a crime, which no circumstances could have eveused I have 
no doubt that she was led by horror at his cruel acts of insa- 
nity, and a despair of his recoverv, to look upon his death as 
a fortunate event for him, herself, and tlie country, but 
■such 0 feeling is an honour, instead of a disgrace, to her elm- 
xacter 
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woman hastened the death of hei own offspring 
Every evidence pioves this to be false, and his 
death is lefeiied by aU that have been inteiTo- 
gated (and among them many were on the spot 
when it occurred) to the same cause He had 
slam, in a jealous fury, an embroideier, who, he 
beheved, had formed an mtimacy with a female 
servant of his family The innocence of the man 
Avas established, and remorse for the crime brought 
on so severe a paroxysm of madness m MaHee 
Row as to alarm all for his life. It is a confiimed 
behef mth many of the natives of India, that de- 
parted spirits have, on some occasions, the power 
of seizing upon, and destroymg the hvmg It was 
lumoured, that the embroiderer was a man ivith 
supematural power, that he warned Mallee Row 
not to slay him, or he would take terrible ven- 
geance , and the ravmgs of the latter were im- 
puted to the person he had murdered, and who, 
accordmg to their preposterous behef, now haunt- 
ed him in the form of a Jm, or demon Ahalya 
Baee, satisfied of this fact, used to sit days and 
nights by the bed of her afflicted son, holding 
commumon, as she thought, with the spirit that 
possessed him, and who spoke to her through his 
organs She shed tears m abundance, and passed 
whole hours in prayer In the hope of soothing 
the demon, she offered to build a temple to the 
deceased, and to settle an estate upon his family, 
if he would only leave her son. But aU was vain , 
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— a voice still seemed to answer, “ He slew me 
" innocent, and I inll have his life ” Such is the 
pojiular tale of the death of Mallee Row ; an event 
that only merits notice as connected wnth the his- 
toiy of Ahalya Baee, wdiom it compelled to come 
fomard to save fiom nun the interests of the fa- 
mily she lepresented, and to exhibit in the peison 
of a female, that combined talent, nrtiie, and 
eneigy, which made hei, while she lived, a bless- 
ing to the coimtiy ovei ivluch she nded, and has 
associated hei memory witli ever)'" plan of im- 
piovement and just government in the pronnce 
of Malwa 

The daughter of Alialya Baee had been married 
into another family, and could therefore, accord- 
ing to Hindu usage, have no claim to participate 
m the administration of the Holkar soiereignty. 
Under these circumstances, Giingadhui Jeswmnt, 
1766 the Biahmm ministei of the late IMidliar Row, 
stiongly recommended, that some child (dis- 
tantly related to the family) shoiUd be adopted 
to succeed Mallee Row, a plan which w'ould 
have secured the continuance of his omi au- 
thority as imnister^ Tins pioposition was com- 
bmed with the offer of a laige separate pioiu- 


* Gungadhur Jeswunt held hi3 station ofDenan, or Mi- 
nister, to the Holkar family from the Pnishuah He had 
been nominated by Bajerow to that office with Mulhar Row, 
when thelatter was first promoted to hmli command 
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Sion for Ahalya Baee, whose abihties weie admit- 
ted, but her sex objected to, as a disqualification 
for the conducting of pubhc affairs Gunghadur 
at the same time proposed to give a considerable 
present* to Ragobah Dada, m the event of his 
agreeing to the arrangement, and promotmg its 
execution This venal chief gave a ready assent 
to the measuie , and his concurrence was consi- 
dered by the minister so conclusive, that he 
waited upon Ahalya Baee, completely assured, 
that, if other motives faded, a despair of suc- 
cessful resistance would compel hei to acqiuesce ; 
but he soon discovered his error He was told 
at once by this high-minded woman, that his 
plan was disgraceful to the house of Holkar, and 
should never have her consent , and she parti- 
cularly disapproved of his intended gift to Ra- 
gobah, whose right of interference on the occa- 
sion she entirely i ejected The heirs of Mulhai 
Row, she said, weie extinct on the death of her 
son, and she had, as wife and mother of the two 
last representatives of the famdy, the exclusive 
pmolege of selectmg the successor, — and that just 
claim she was resolved, at all hazaids, to mam- 
tam It is probable that Ahalya Baee had not 
only also consulted with her own prmcipal adhe- 
rents, but with the Mahratta mihtary chiefs who 


• This description of present to a superior is termed Na- 
zarana 

U 


VOL I 
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were in Mai wa when these events occuned Her 

whole conduct, however, at tins cnsis of her for- 
tune, and of tlie Holkar government, shewed tliat 
hei resolution had been seiiously taken, and 
would be firmly maintained On heanng that 
Ragobah was making piejiarations to compel lier 
to comphance, she sent him a message, earnestly 
advismg Jnm not to make war on a woman, fiom 
which he might incm disgrace, but coiUd never 
derive lionour She added, to give effect to this 
lemonstrance, every piepaiation foi hostilities 
The troops of Hollcar eVinccd enthusiasm in hei 
cause , and she made a politic display of liei 
determination to lead them to combat in person, 
by duccting foiu bows, with quivers full of ar- 
rows, to be fitted to the comers of the howdah, 
or seat, on her favounte elephant Ragobah 
seemed at first equally resol v'ed to pioceed to ex- 
tiemities 5 but’ all his folloners weie leluctant; 
and Madhajee Sindia, and Jannojee Bhonslah, 
lefiised to unite with him, and an ungiatefiil mi- 
nister, to subvert the independence of the Holkar 
family Tliese sentiments, and the ariival of a let- 
ter from the Paishwali Madlioo Row, to whom Aha- 
lyaBaee had lefened, turned the scale comjiletel}' 
m her favoiu That piance directed his uncle to 
desist fiom all farther attempts against the lespect- 
able widow of Kundee Row, whose nght to -the 
management of affairs was indisputable Tliese 
injunctions weie imphcitly obeyed, and Ahalya 
17C7 Baee gave, m hei fust act, a jiroof of Iiei jiidg- 
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ment, to which much of the prospenty and lepu- 
tation that afterwards attended her administration 
may be refen ed She elected for the commaudei 
of her army, and to fulfil those duties which as a 
female she could not perform, Tukajee Holkai, a 
chief of the same tnbe, but no way related* to 
MuUiar Row Tukajee was highly esteemed as a 
soldier by that chief, and commanded the Pagah, 
or household troops , and, before he had leached 
his present power, had estabhshed a chaiacter, 
which he mamtamed thiough life, of a plain un- 
affected Mahratta soldier. Ragobah, after this 
arrangement, proceeded to Poona , and was m- 
vited to take the route of Mhysir, where he was 
most hospitably entertamed by Ahalya Baee She 
directed the contmgent of the family to accompany 
lum to the Mahratta capital, under the command 
of Tukajee, who, she desired, should m person 
receive from the Paishwah an honorary dress, and 
a commission, confirming him in his high station 
All her wishes were comphed with , and she m 
her turn restored, on the giound of his foimer 
semces and high character, the mmister Gungha- 
dur to favour 

The divided authority estabhshed m the Holkai 
state, from the day of Tukajee’s elevation, had a 

* As this chief IS the grandfather of the present represen- 
tative of the house of Holkar, he IS always teimed, by the 
present minister and others, a relation of the great Mulhar 
Row , but tins IS not the fact 
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character which, judging fiom common rtdes, was - 
not hkely to admit of its subsisting a week , hut 
It remained for above thirty years undisturbed 
by jealousy or ambition. This is to be ascnbed 
to the virtue and moderation of the parties, to 
their respect for each otlier, and to then hai ing 
distmct, and, geneially speaking, distant sjilicres 
of action 

Ahalya Baee had chosen Tukajce to command 
tlie armies of the state, and to be the titled head 
of the sovereignty, after he liad attained an age 
when the mind is confirmed in its liabits A 
partiahty for her own choice made her vciy in- 
dulgent; and Tukajee seems never to haie for- 
gotten for a moment his onginal sense of obh- 
gation to lus benefactress , besides which, the 
respect that her virtues and hberal piety had 
established over all India, had given her such 
a reputation, that to have tieated her ufith neg- 
lect 01 ingiatitude, much less to have ictunied 
her geneiosity 171111 an) usurpation of hei projjerty 
01 nghts, would have consigned him to general 
execration It is but justice, however, to this 
manly soldier to declare, that he appears nevei to 
have needed the check of such considerations 
Although for a time much under the influence of 
one of the principal nimisters* of the government. 


* The name of this man was Narroo Gunneiss Ht is re- 
presented to have been an artful and ambitious Brahmin 
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who was not favourably disposed towards Ahalya 
Baee, he never deviated from the path he first 
pursued He was more than obedient * he was 
dutiful, and all his actions were directed to please 
and concihate the prmcess, to whom he was solely 
indebted for his high station He constantly 
called her his mother , but, as she was mucli 
younger than him, this relation was not engraved 
upon lus seal On that he was styled, by her 
command, “ Tukajee, the Son of Mulhar Row 
Hplkar ” — These facts wdl appear stdl more ex- 
traordinary, when we advert to the manner in 
which the state was governed When Tukajee 
‘ was in the Deckan (and he remamed there at one 
period for twelve years), aU the territories of the 
family South of the Satpoora range, were ma- 
naged by him, and the coimtnes North of that 
limit were under Ahalya Baee, to whom the dif- 
ferent tnbutanes also made their annual payments 
AVhile he was m Hindustan, (he never remamed 
long m Malwa,) he collected the revenues of the 
-countries that had been acqmred there, and m 
Bundelcund, and also the tributes of Rajpootana 
The districts in Malwa and Nemaui contmued, as 
usual, under the direction of Ahalya Baee , and 
her authonty was on such occasions extended 
ovei the possessions m the Deckan The trea- 
suies of the family, which were very considerable, 
(said to have been two milhons,) remained with 
Ahalya Baee , and she had, besides, personal 
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estates yielding annually above four lacks of ru- 
pees, which, ivuth the hoard abovementioned, weie 
entirely expended at her disci etion ; whde all the 
lest of the receipts were brought into a general 
account, and applied to the expenditure of the 
government The accounts of receipts and dis- 
bmsements weie kept with scnipulous exactness ; 
and Ahalya Baee, aftei paying the civil and nuhtia"* 
charges, sent the balance that remained in the 
pubhc treasiuy, to supply the exigencies of the 
aimy employed abroad Tukajee was, no doubt, 
fiom the distance at winch he was placed, and the 
scenes in which he was engaged, often obhged to 
act foi himself , but he is stated to have refeiTcd, 
on eveiy occasion in Avhich the geneial interests of 
the government were imphcated, to Ahalya Baee ; 
and in matters lelatmg to peace or war, or to the 
foreign lelations of tlie state, her supremacy was 
proclaimed by the envoys f of all the pnncipal, as 
well as petty, rulei-s of India lesiding at her com t: 
ministers, deputed directly from her, lesidcd at 
Poona:};, Hyderabad, Seimgapatam, Nagpoor, Luck- 
now, and Calcutta; wlule infenor agents remained 


* The term Sebundy, winch means a local military, em- 
ployed for the preserving of internal peace, and to aid in 
revenue collections, may be literally interpreted “ Militia ” 
t Vakeels 

t When Tukajee was in the Deckan, he was tlie medium of 
all intercourse with the Paishwah , but in his absence, Ahalya 
Baee kept an intelligent agent at the court of Poona 
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at the couils* of the petty Rajas, paiticularly 
those fiom whom tribute was collected 

It appears, from what has been related, that 
Ahalya Baee was the actual head of the govern- 
ment , and Tukajee, gratified by Ins high station 
and her complete confidence, contained, during 
hei hfe, to exercise no duties beyond those of 
commander-m-chief of the army, and the col- 
lection of the levenues that his vicinity enabled 
him to reahze with more convenience than any 
othei agent of her administration Tlie servants 
of the Holkar government, who filled offices at the 
period, speak aU the same language , andj with 
every disposition to piaise Tukajee, strengthened 
by his grandson being on the throne f, they nevei 
go higher in their eulogium than to say, that he 
fulfilled all the expectations of Ahalya Baee, and 
was to the last houi of his existence attentive, 
faithful, and obedient' 

It has been stated, that Tukajee went to Poona 
to attend the Paishwah, but his stay ivas shoit m 
the Deckan ^Vhde the behaviom of the Blimt- 
poor Jauts, subsequent to the battle of Pamput, 
had excited gratitude m the nunds of the Mah- 
lattas, that of many of the Mahomedan chiefs m 
Hindustan, and above all, of Nujeeb ud Dowlah :j;. 


" Durbars t Musnud 

J To tbe coinage and conduct of tins celebrated chief, the 
victory of Pamput has been in a great degree attributed, 
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had inflamed the resentment of the discomfited 
nation. An attack upon Nujeebabad, the strong- 
hold of the lattei’s family, was determined on ; 
and a large aimy maiched from the Deckan to 
cany it into execution Tukajee was on the 
expedition, but acted only a subordinate part, 
bemg under tlie direction of Ramchunder Gun- 
neiss *, who commanded on tlie part of the Paish- 
wah It appeal’s from a Peisian manuscript, that 
Tukajee opened a communication ivith Nujeeb 
Khan, on the ground of the ancient fnendship 
that had subsisted between liim and Mulhar Row 
Holkar, wluch was approved by Ramchunder, but 
reprobated by Madhajee Sindia, wlio asked if a 
peaceable settlement was to be substituted for the 
revenge which they had united to accoinphsh 
“ I requue (he said) for the Paish wall the country 
possessed by this chief and the Afghans I 
“ demand for myself tlie blood of my brother f, of 
“ my nephews and my own leg, of all use of 
“ which I am depnved. Nor will I abandon my 
“ hopes of vengennce, because Tukajee Holkar 


and there can be no doubt be was the chief author of the 
combination among the Mahomedans, which produced tliat 
memorable result 

* This chief is distinguished from anotlicr of the same 
name by his title of Beeneewalla, or quartermaster-general of 
the Mahratta armies He had on this occasion above siKty 
tliousand horse, of whom many were stated to be Pindarries 
t Dultajee J Junkajee and Sambajee 
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“ chooses to make a brothei of this'Omiah You 
“ may write, however, (he added) to Madhoo Row 
“ at Poona , and if he sanctions by his command 
“such pioceedings, I am a seivant, and shall 
“ obey ” * These sentiments did not prevent the 
counsel of Tulcajee fiom being adopted It was 
thought best to take advantage of the good dispo- 
sition evinced by Nujeeh ud Dowlah, lest proceed- 
ing to extremities against so brave and popular 
a chief might again unite the Mahomedans , and 
it was faither foreseen, that peace vuth hun would 
enable them to levy, undisturbed, tribute on the 
Jauts and Rajpoots, and mcrease their resources 
for futme operations This pohcy was puisued, 
and a twelvemonth passed in plundermg their 
Hmdu friends f Nujeeb ud Dowlah was at this 
moment in the last stage of his existence He 
visited the Mahratta camp, and an attempt was Hcjirniiss 
made to leconole hun uuth Smdia, but neither 
were sincere , and, a few weeks befoie Nujeeh ud 
Dowlah retired to his capital to die, he placed the 
hand of his son Zabita Edian m that of Tukajee, 
and lequested his protection, anticipating the 


I translated this from a Persian manuscript, written for 
Sir Charles Malet, by Meer u Deen Hussein Khan, the father 
of the Nabob Kumal Udeen and given to me by the latter's 
son, the present commander of theGuicknar horse in Malwa 
Meer u Been was an actor m the scenes he describes 

+ Among these, Ncwul Singh of Bhurtpoor, for wliom they 
professed such friendship, was the chief sufferer 
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1 lun that was soon to ovei*Avlielm his family 
The death of this Oimah lemoved the last 
bainei to the Maluatta conquest of Hindustan, 
the capital of winch, and its finest piovinces, they 
soon aft,evwa\ds subjugated They were avded m 
the accomphshinent of this iindei taking by the 
weak Shah AUum, who had left the protection of 
the British goverament to lend Ins name, and 
what httle influence he still letamcd, to enable the 
enemies of Ins djmasty and icbgion to dcstioy the 
only Mahomedan chief who possessed sufficient 
eneigy to letard then progiess These events led, 
as has been stated, to the aggrandizement of Mad- 
hajee Sindia, who soon became the leal sovcicign 
of Dellu and its sunounding territones ; while 
Tukajee Hollcar letumed to Malwa, where he 
dechned to the rank of a secondaiy chief befoie 
the rising fortunes of his ablei and nioie aspiiing 
nval 

The death of the Paishwah Madlioo Row^, and 
the miudei of his youngei bi other, Nanmn Row, 
by Ragobah Dada, called, at tins pciiod, all the 
Malnatta cliiefs to the Deckan The celebiated 
confedeiacy of Bail ah Bhaee, or the twelve f bio- 
theis, as the chiefs were designated wlio combined 


* Madhoo Row died tlie IStli November, 1772, and Iiis 
brother, Narram Row, was murdered on the 30th August 
1773 

t I never could learn why the number twelve w ns used on 
this octasion to express, as it did, an indefinite number With 
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against the murderer, Avas joined by Madhajee 
Smdia and Tukajee Holkar, which mvolved these 
leaders in a war with the British government, 
whose name was, at this crisis of Mahiatta his- 
toiy, associated with the cause of guilt and usui- 
pation The united chiefs proclaimed Madhoo 
Row, the posthumous son of NaiTam Row, Paish- 
wah , but the real power of that lugh station de- 
volved on Ballajee Junaidun, commonly called 
Nana Furnavese, an able Brahmin, who acted a 
piomment pait in fornung the combmation against 
Ragobah The results of this combmation have 
been noticed The treaty* of Salbaee confinned 
the triumph of those by whom it had been 
effected 

Tukajee Holkai appears acting a very con- 
spicuous part m a Avar which the Poona govern- 
ment, aided by the Nizam, earned on against 
Tippoo Sultan ; and he pioceeded, the yeai aftei 
it was concluded, to Mhysir, to pay his respects to 
Ahalya Baee There, however, his stay Avas shoit, 
as he was called upon to take a shaie in the opera- 


tlie attachment to usage that marks the Mahrattas, the term 
Barrah Bhaee has been continued, as denoting combination , 
and a body of Mahratta horse now in the service of Holkar, 
composed of parties of different chiefs, is distinguished by 
this appellation 

* A treaty was concluded by Colonel Upton in 1776, but 
hostilities recommenced, and the war uas not terminated till 
the treaty of Salbaee 


AD 

1785-6 
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tions which terminated in estabhshing the power 
of Ah Bahadur the natuial son of Bajerow, 
ovci a great portion of Bundelcund, and that of 
Madhajee Sindia over the whole of Hindustan. 
Tlie force of Tukajee bore no proiiortion to tliat of 
the latter chief ; and he consequently denved little 
benefit from these conquests. The clahns of the 
family of Holkar to an equal shaie were advanced 
and nommally admitted, and at a settlement of 
accounts! some distncts weie granted to liqui- 
date the acknowledged balance in their favour ; 
but the prcdominatmg control of Madliajee pre- 
vented any benefit from the cession, and when that 
cluef proceeded to Poona, to estabhsh lus influence 
at the court of the Paishwali, Tukajee became in- 
volved m disputes with the leaders, particulaily 
Lukwa Dada, left by Sindia m Hindustan ; which 
terminated, as has been before stated, in an 
action at the pass of Hakheree, where he was 
!. defeated by the infantry of He Boigne ! This vic- 
tory was, from leasons before assigned, pioductive 


• He \\as the son of the first Bajerow, by a Mahoracilan 
mother , and as his birth deprnccl him of the privileges of his 
father’s tribe, he was, though acknowledged by tlie latter as 
his son, brought up in tlie religion of his mother 

t These accounts had commenced between Ranojee Sfndia 
and Mulhar Row Holkar, and remained unsettled till the 
period mentioned 

f This, like all Mahratta defeats, is imputed to treachery , 
and in the manuscript given me by Tantia Jogh, no less 
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of no immediate consequences Smdias troops 
letumed to Hindustan, and those of Tukajee pur- 
sued theu march to Indore and Mhysir, without 
retahatmg the aggiession upon Madhajee’s pos- 
sessions in Malwa This fact leads to a con- 
clusion, that it was more of a quarrel lietween 
Tukajee and Madhajee’s commander, than be- 
tween the Sindia and Holkai famihes 

Tukajee remained but a few months in Malwa, 
from whence he was summoned to jom the Mah- 
ratta chiefs, then assemhhng at Poona for a 
general attack on the dominions of Nizam Ah 
Khan, which had been long projected The re- 
sult of this attack has been narrated Tukajee a d 1795 
Holkar, who was at this penod about seventy 
years of age, had risen to lugher consideration 
after the death of Madhajee Sindia, being looked 
up to as the oldest of those Mahratta mihtary 
chiefs who had witnessed the zenith of their 
glory , but his real strength was greatly mfenoi 
to that of Dowlet Row Sindia, whose youthful 
impetuosity calculated solely on force , and the 
consequence was that Tukajee acted a less dis- 
tmgmshed part in the transactions which followed 
the defeat of the Nizam, and the death of the a d 1797 
Paishwah Madlioo Row, than might have been 
expected from lus age and reputation He appears, 


persons are accused than CaseeRow and Bappoo Holkar, the 
son and nephew of Tukajee 
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throiiglioiit this scene of unparalleled intngue, as 
the fiaend and suppoitei of Smdia; hut he was 
jwobably, jfrom years and infirmities^ incapable of 
exertion ; foi he died before it terminated, leanng 
behind him the chaiacter of a good soldier, a plain 
unaffected man, and one whose com age was su- 
peiior to Ins ciafl, which is no shght piaise for a 
Maliratta leadei We are gieatly prepossessed in 
favour of Tukajee, by the temper, gratitude, and 
obedience which he evmced towaids Ahalya Baee 
TlirougliDUt the long period that intervened be- 
tween his elevation and her death, ndiich ocaured 
two years pievious to his omi, there never was 
any serious'^' dispute, much less a rupture, be- 
tween them This leflects great credit on both; 
but, perhaps, the greatest on Alialya Baee, whose 
government of the Holkai' terntories in Central 
India must now be noticed It presents us noth 
few events like those which have been naiaated ; 
but its merit consists m their absence The cha- 
racter of her admmistration "was for more than 
thirty years the basis of the prospenty which at- 
tended the dynasty to wluch she belonged ; and 
although, latterly, it ivas obsemed by the genius 
and success of Madhajee Sindia, it continued to 


* I considered this fact so cKtraordmary, that I made tlie 
most minute enquiries from numerous persons personally ac- 
quainted with both these all confirmed the truth of uhat we 
learn from tlieir history 
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sustain its lank dunng her life as one of the pnn- 
cipal branches of the Maliratta empire The 
manner m ivhich the authority of the state Avas 
divided betAveen Tukajee and Ahalya Baee has 
been already mentioned The management of all 
the piovmces in Maliva and Nemaur Aims the 
peculiar department of the lattei , and her great 
object Avas, by a just and moderate government, 
to improve the condition of the country, Avhile 
she piomoted the happiness of her subjects She 
maintained but a small force independent of the 
teiritonal mihtia , but hei troops Avere sufficient, 
aided by the eqmty of her admmistiation, to 
pieserve mteinal tianquilhty, and she lehed 
on the army of the state, actiA'^ely employed 
m Hindustan and the Deckan, and on her 
oAvn reputation, for safety against all external 
enemies 

It is not common uuth the Hmdus * (unless m 
those provmces Avhere they have learnt the de- 
giadmg usage fiom their Mahomedan conquerois) 
to confine females, or to compel them to wear 
Amds The Mahrattas of lank (even the Biah- 


* The principal exceptions are the higher classes of Raj- 
poots, and particularly the Rajas and chiefs of this tribe , and 
there is reason to conclude they have adopted the practice, in 
a great degree, from the Mahomedans, as we find many pas- 
sages in their popular tales to warrant a belief that their cus- 
toms m this respect were different when the Hindu govern- 
ment prevailed over India 
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mins*) have, mth few exceptions, i ejected the 
custom, which is not piesciibed by any of their 
rehgious institutions Ahalya Baee, therefore, of- 
fended no prejudice, when she took upon herself 
the direct management of affairs, and sat every 
day for a considerable penod, in open Durbar, 
transacting business Her first principle of go- 
veiTiment appeal’s to have been moderate assess- 
ment, and an ahnost sacred respect for the na- 
tive nglits of village officers and propnetors of 
lands f " She heard evei’y complamt in person; and 
although she continually refen ed causes to courts 
of eqiuty and arbitration, and to her imnisters, 
foi settlement, she was always accessible . and so 
strong was hei sense of duty, on all points con- 
nected uatli the distnbution of justice, that she is 
lepiesented as not only patient, but unwearied m 
' the mvestigation of the most insignificant causes, 
when appeals were made to her decision. 

Aware of the paitiahty winch was to be ex- 
pected fiom information supphed by members and 
adherents of the Holkar family, legarding Ahalya 
Baee, facts were collected from other quarters 


• Mr Scott Waring, in his History of the Mahrattas, men- 
tions having frequently seen the wife of the Ex-Paishwah 
Bajerow exercising her horse 

t These are termed Wuttundars, or holders of native rights, 
> m Central India A particular account of their duties and 
immunities will be given in the Chapter on Revenue 
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to guard agaiust the impiessions, which the usual 
details of her administration are calculated to 
make It was thought the pictme had been over- 
charged with bright colours, to bring it moie into 
contrast with the opposite system that has since 
prevailed in the countiies she formeily governed , 
but, although enquiries have been made among aU 
ranks and classes, nothmg has been discovered to 
dimmish the eulogiums, or rathei blessmgs, which 
are poured forth whenever her name is mentioned 
The inoie, mdeed, enquiry is puisued, the moie 
admiration is excited but it appears above all 
extiaoidinary, how she had mental and bodily 
powers to go througli with the labours she im- 
posed upon herself, and wluch fiom the age of 
thirty to that of sixty*, when she died, were un- 
remitted The horns gained from the atfaiis of 
the state were aU given to acts of devotion and 
chanty , and a deep sense of lehgion appeals to 
have stiengthened hei imnd m the perfoimance of 
hei worldly duties She used to say, that she 
“ deemed hei self answerable to God for eveiy 
“ exeicise of powei and m tlie full spint of a 
pious and benevolent imnd was wont to exclaim, 
when mged by her ministeis to acts of extreme 
seventy, “ Let us, mortals, beware how we destioy 
“ the works of the Almighty ” 


• She succeeded to the administration of the Holkar go- 
vernment m A D 1765, and died in a d 1795 
YOl r N 
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From a very minute nan’ative* which has been 
obtained of Ahalya Baee’s daily occupations, it 
appeals, that she, rose one hour befoie daybreak to 
say her monung prayers, and perform the cus- 
tomary ceremonies She then heard the sacied 
volumes of hei faith lead foi a fixed penod, distri- 
buted alms, and gave food, in person, to a numhei 
of Brahmins Her oivn bieakfast was then 
brought, which was always of vegetable diet , for, 
althongli the rales of her tiibe did not leqmre it, 
she had foi sworn ammal food After bieakfast 
she again went to piayers, and then took a short 
repose , after rising ft ora uhich, and dressmg her- 
self, she went about two o’clock to hei Dm bar, or 
court, wheie she usually remained till six in the 
evenmg , and when two or three hours had been 
devoted to rehgious exeicises and a frugal repast, 
business lecominenced about nine o’clock, and con- 
tinued until eleven, at which hour she retired to 


* This was given me by Baramul Dada, the present ma- 
nager of Mliysir Tins sensible old man (now near ninet}’’ 
years of age) was the Kower, or adopted domestic, of Ahalya 
Baee His occupation was to wash lier tutelary deities and 
attend her person His reverence for her memory exceeds all 
bounds He gave me a manuscnpt containing the account in 
the text of her usual appropriation of time, and of the de\ o- 
tional exercises she imposed upon herself e\ery month in the 
year, which varied according to the rank and attributes of tlie 
presiding divinity of the season. 
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rest. Tills course of life, maiked by prayer, absti- 
nence, and labour, knew little vaiiation, except 
what was occasioned by religious fasts and festivals 
(of which she was very obseiwant), and the occur- 
rence of pubhc emergencies 

The success of Ahalya Baee in the mtemal ad- 
mimstration of hei domams was altogether won- 
derful The prmciples upon which the collections 
weie made and justice administered, will be no- 
ticed hereafter suffice it here to say, that so 
efficient were those relations which she had esta- 
blished with foi eign princes, that her temtones 
were never mvaded, except foi a few weeks by 
Ulsee Rana of Odeypoor, who made an unsuccess- 
ful* effort to aid some of his tribe who had seized 
upon Rampoora The undisturbed mtemal tran- 
qudhty of the country was even more remarkable 
than its exemption from foreign attack This 
was equally produced by her manner of tieatmg 
the peaceable, as weU as the more turbulent and 
predatory classes , she was mdidgent to the foi- 
mer, and, although firm and severe, just and con- 
siderate towaids the latter We shall find no 
11101 e coiTect standard by which to estimate a 


* Ahalya Baee instantly detached a foice under Shereef 
Bhaee, the commander of her guards, who surprised and de- 
feated the invaders at the village of Palsorah, twenty-four 
miles North of Mundissor The liana, on heanng of this 
event, sued for peace, which was granted 
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governinent in India, than the permanence, or 
mstabihty of its inimsteis, and the leputation of 
its provincial and other pnhhc officeis It is a 
cntenon by which the natives always judge of 
their govemois Alialya JBaee had the same mi- 
nister", a Brahmin of e^cellent cliaracter, thiongli- 
out tlie whole penod of her leign , and hci ma- 
nagers weie seldom, if evei, changed f. 

Indore, winch she had laised fiom a village 
to a wealthy city, nas always legarded by her 
with particulai consideration Many eMtraoidi- 
naiy instances of hei maternal legaid for its 
inhabitants aie naiTated Tukajee HoUcai, uhcn 
encamped neai it with the ami}, had desued 
(at the instigation of some interested peisons) to 
share in the wealth of a rich bankciij; ivho died 


* His narne was Govind Punt Gunnoo 
t Kundee Ron uas for more tlian t«cm\ jears Koniisdnr, 
or manager of Indore , and it is tlie general tradition, tliat he 
gratified his mistress less, by the regulantv null which he 
collected the revenue, than the sjicctacle lie jiresentcd her ol 
a happy and contented population 

t llie name of this banker, or Soucar, was Darychund 
It is tiup, that, according to the usage of the Bunniah tribe, 
tlie wife succeeds, and it may in strictness be termed unjust to 
have acted otherwise than Ahalya Baee did on this occasion, 
but on reference to the common practice of Native gotern- 
ments we find that, in such cases, a large share of the pro- 
perty is often claimed by die slate, and a farther sum is 
usually required for chaiitable purposes 
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Without childieii The wife of the deceabed liast- 
ened to Mhysu, Avhere she imploied lehcf of 
Ahalya Baee Her stoiy was hstened to , a dress, 
which confirmed her as sole mistress of the house 
and property of her husband, was betowed upon 
hei , and Tukajee mstantly received an oidei to 
maich a shoit distance from Indore, and not to 
molest hei city with unjust exactions A ready 
obedience to the mandate made amends foi the 
eiaor of Tukajee, while the occunence more en- 
deared Ahalya Baee to a town wheie hei name 
is to tins day not only revered, but adored 

Ahalya Baee derived much aid, m the internal 
administration of her countiy, fiom the stiength 
and reputation of Madhajee Smdia, which mam- 
tamed tianqudhty thioughoiit his possessions in 
Central India Slie had been greatly mdebted to 
this chief at the commencement of hei careei , and 
she continued thiough life to cultivate his friend- 
ship with the fullest sense of its impoilance His 
chaiacter foihids the conclusion that his motives 
for supporting her weie dismteiested , but, al- 
though he might have desued to share the trea- 
sures left by Mulhai Row to his successors, no 
piince was ever more alive to the value of impres- 
sion, and in seeking to be considered the friend 
of Alialya Baee, Madliajee ivas well aware how 
much he advanced his oivn reputation It does not 
appeal liow she first purchased his support , subse- 
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quently, however, she lent him thirty lacks of lu- 
pees^j for which he gave a bond, but piobably 
AVithout any mtention of ever paying it He per- 
haps thought his active fiaendship conferred bene- 
fits amply discharging the pecuniaiy obligation. 
His managers and other officers, civil and military, 
had orders to aid and support her authority , and 
this gave a strength to her government, which, 
from the mterraixed natme of their respective 
territories, could have been denved from no other 
quarter. 

The tnbiitanes of the Holkar family were, dur- 
ing the adnumstiation of Ahalya Baee, treated with 
an attention and moderation that made dela)'^s 
even m their payments unusual ; and when these 
occurred, her mdignant remonstrances, ivhich n^re 
as severe as they were just, inspired an awe that 
hardly evei faded of effect The numerous petty 
leaders f of the Rajpoot tubes, who had, from 
their abdity to pillage, established a claim to a 
portion of the revenue, weie almost all hi ought 
to fair and amicable terms. And, as Madhajee 
Sindia observed the same pohey, this class, ge- 
nerally speaking, were peaceable and contented 

The fond object of her life was to promote the 

_ ■ _ _ 1 

*■ Besides this loan, Huirkar Baee (oftener called jMosseah 
Baee), the favourite mistress of Mulhar Row, advanced Mad- 
hajee, wlien in distress, six lacks of rupees 

t These chiefs, who are called Grassiahs, mil be jiarficu- 
larly described in a subsequent chapter 
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piospenty of all around her, she rejoiced, we aie 
told, when she saw bankers, merchants, farmers, 
and cultivators, rise to affluence , and, so far 
from deemmg their mcreased wealth a ground 
of exaction, she considered it a legitimate claun 
to mcreased* favour and piotection The set- 


* Khealee Ram (the nephew of Himmut Row, formerly a 
civil oflScer of high rank in the service of tlie- Nabob of 
Bhopal), who was two years one of my principal writers, 
informed me that about thirty-two years ago, when he was 
manager of Bersiah, a nch Soucai, Subh Khera Doss, died at 
Seronje without heirs The manager demanded three lacks of 
rupees, threatening, if this sum was not paid, to seize the 
property for the state The lamily desired the widow to 
adopt a son , but this he peremptordy refused to allow, unless 
they paid the present, or rather fine, he had demanded The 
widow and her nephew whom she wished to adopt, attended by 
a numerous party of relations and friends, hastened to Mhy- 
sir Ahalya Baee did not keep them a day in suspense , she 
removed her manager, confirmed the adoption, and refused 
even a small present Taking the adopted child upon her 
knee, she gave him clotlies, some jewels, and a palanquin, and 
sent him and all concerned back to Seronje, to speak, while 
'they existed, of her goodness and justice The object of her 
bounty is still alive, hut he has lived to be despoiled of all 
Ins wealth by Ameer Khan, the present possessor of Seronje 
Another remarkable instance of Ahalya Baee’s disinterest- 
edness was related to me by Tantia Jogh, the present minister 
of the Holkar state Tuppee Doss and Benares Doss, two 
brothers, who were Soucars, or bankers, in Kergong, died 
about the same date, without heirs, leaving two lacks of 
rupees in specie, and two more due to them Tuppee Doss's 
wife came to Ahalya Baee, at Mhysir, and, through the elder 



FAMILY OF HOLKAll. 


tleinents of Alialya Baee Yath tlie Gond plun- 
deiers on the Nerbiidda, and the Bheels wlio 
uihabit the mountainous tiacts of tlie province, 
were as happy as hei other arrangements , and 
that they had not complete success, is to be im- 
puted to otliei causes tlian her ivant of vigour or 
sagacity She first tiied gentle measures of con- 
cihation uuth this class, but, finding them inef- 
fectual, she had recourse to a more iigorous system 
Several mcorngible offenders^ were taken and 
put to death Such examples of hei son eie justice 
were raie, for though she knew ^ell how to in- 
spiie diead, when it was necessary, in the minds of 
the most haidened robbers, conciliation and kind- 
ness were the means she preferred ; and, while 


brother of Tantia Jogli, proposed to make over to the state, 
the fortune her husband and her brother had accumulated 
under its protection Ahalya Baee declined the offer, md 
advised the nidou (if she did not uant it) to bestou it in 
charity, or expend it in public and useful buildings that 
would do honour to her husband’s memory The advice was 
taken, and a Gliaut, or fliglit of stone steps, to the river at 
Kergong, with a temple dedicated to Gunputtj, still remain 
as memorials of the manner in which the wealth which Ahalya 
Baee rejected was expended 

* A niongst these was Mundroop Singh, a noted freebooter, 
wliose strong-hold was Sillanali, on the banks of the Ner- 
budda The trouble I had for three years with the descend- 
ants of this robber chief gave me full insight into the atro- 
cities which compelled Ahalja Baee to exert a seventy to 
which her nature was reluctant 
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she deterred them from the contmuance of a life 
of plunder by the establishment of posts, she m- 
vited them to a better mode of life, by the most 
considerate attention to their habits Their an- 
cient nght to a small duty* on goods passing 
their hdls was admitted ; but she exacted, m re- 
compense for hei concessions, and for the grants 
she made them of waste lands, an obligation to 
protect the roads, and to recover any property 
that was stolen within their respective! limits 
There would be no end to a mmute detail of the 
measmes of her internal pohcy It is sufficient 
to obseiwe, she has become, by general suffrage, 
the model of good government in Malwa Tan- 
tia Jogh, the present mmistei of the prince Mul- 
hai Row, IS satisfied that he is at once pleasmg 
us, gratifymg the family with the management 
of whose affaus he is entrusted, and gammg po- 
pulanty, by professmg to follow the example of 

This IS called the BheeVs Cowry It differs m almost 
every place, but is no where above half a piece on a bullock 
load 

t I have Lad the same settlement to make with the same 
class of people, and while the present minister of the Hol- 
kar government has considered that he went as far m libe- 
ral conciliation as he could, by agreeing to restore the re- 
lations which were established in Ahalya Baee's time, I liave 
never found the rudest inhabitants of the mountains desire 
farther indulgence This is incontrovertible evidence of 
her able conduct m this difficult department of her adminis- 
tration 
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this extraoidinary female ; and her name is con- 
sidered such excellent authonty, that an objec- 
tion IS never made, when hei practice is pleaded 
as the precedent 

The correspondence of Ahalya Baee extended 
to the most remote parts of India It was gene- 
rally earned on through Biahmms, who were the 
agents of her pious mumiicence, which was as 
unexampled as it was unbounded. When the 
treasm es of Holkar came into her possession, she 
IS stated to have appropriated them, by the per- 
formance of a rehgious ceremony (common with 
Hmdus,) to the purposes of chanty and good 
woiks She built several forts, and at that of 
Jaum constructed a road, with great labour and 
cost, over the Vindlijm range, wliere it is almost 
perpendicular She expended consideiable sums 
in religious edifices at Mhysir, and bmlt many 
templesf, Dhurmsallas (oi places of lest foi tia- 
vellers), and weUs, throughout the Holkai posses- 
sions m Malwa But her munificence was not 
limited to her own tenitones , at all the pnnci- 
pal places of Hmdu pilgrimage, mcludmg as fai 

* She placed water in her hand, and having niixed with it 
some leaves of the Toolsee tree while a Brahmin pronounced 
a prayer» she sprinkled the water over the treasure, whicli was 
Considered by this act devoted to chanty 

t That at the village of Nimawur opposite Hmdia, which 
she erected, although small, is one of the most beautiful 
^ buildings I have seen in this quarter of India 
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East and West as Jaggernath in Cuttack, and 
Dwaraca in Guzerat, and as far North as Kedar- 
nath*, among the snowy mountains of Himalaya, 
and South as Ramiseram, near Cape Comorm, 
she built holy edifices, mamtamed establishments, 
and sent annual sums to be distributed m chanty. 
Her principal structures are at Gyah, where a 
figure of herself adonng the image of Mahadeva 
is preserved m one of the temples ; and she is 
samted among her own tribe, by its havmg been 
placed near the statues of the god R^achandra, 
and his unfe, the goddess Seeta 

Besides the fixed yeaily disbursements which 
Ahalya Baee sent to support her establishments at 
the holy shnnes of India, proportional, but less 
sums, were remitted to other sanctuanes In ad- 
dition to this fixed chanty, she occasionally be- 
stowed other presents , and nothmg added more 
to her fame in the Southern regions of the penm- 
sula, than the constant supply of Granges water, 
which she was in the habit of sendmg to wash the 


• Captain T D Steuart, one of my political assistants, ivhen 
travelbng to Kedarnath in 1818, had frequent opportunities 
of remarking the veneration in which the memory of Ahalya 
Baee is held m that remote part of India There is an e'lcellent 
stone DhurmsaUa still m good repair, and a Coond, or reser- 
voir of water, bmlt at the expense of that princess, for the 
accommodation of pilgrims and travellers at the stage be- 
yond Mundul, and about three thousand feet higher, where 
not a vestige of any other habitation is to be found. 
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sacred images of the different temples These ex- 
tensive and pious donations probably proceeded 
from a smeere behef in her religion, and a desire to 
promote her own and hei country’s welfare, by 
propitiating the favour of the deities she worship- 
ped , but we find in many of hei obsenmnees and 
mstitutions, a spirit of chanty ivluch had the 
tmest character of wisdom and lienevolence. She 
daily fed the poor , and on paiticular festivals gave 
entertainments to the lowest classes. Diuing the 
hot montlis of the year peisons weie stationed on 
the roads to supply tiavellers wnth water ; and at 
the commencement of the cold season she gave 
clothes to great numbers of her dependants, and 
to mfirm people Her feehngs of genei al huma- 
nity were often earned to an extiaordinary excess 
Tlie beasts of the field, the buds of the air, and 
the fish of the nver shared m hei compassion ; 
poitions of food were allotted to them, and the 
peasant near Mhysir used in hot days to see liis 
yoke of oxen stopped dm mg their labour to be le- 
fieshed with water brodght by a servant of Ahalya 
Baee ; whde fields she had purchased weie co- 
vered with flocks of birds, that had been justlj^ as 
Ahalya Baee used to observe, diiven by cultiva- 
tors from destropng the giam, on which the latter 
depended for theu ovm sustenance 

We may smile at such universal sympathy, 
and peihaps censure the bigotry which be- 
stowed on Biahmins the largest shaie of her 
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chanty, and wasted the tieasures of a state in 
the erection and maintenance of edifices in dis- 
tant lands , but it was well asked by an intel- 
ligent Brahmin *, (to whom this remark was 
addiessed,) “ "Whether Ahalya Baee, by spending 
“ double the money on an army that she did m 
“ chanty and good works, could have preseiwed 
“ her country foi above thirty years in a state of 
“ piofound peace, while she lendeied her subjects 
“ happy and herself adored^ No person (he added) 
“ doubts the smcenty of hei piety, but if she had 
“ meiely possessed worldly unsdom, she could have 
“ deiused no means so admiralily calculated to 
“ effect the object I was (this pei son concluded) 

“ in one of the pnncipal offices at Poona dm mg 
“ the last years of her admmistration, and know 
“ well what feehngs were excited by the meie 
“ mention of hei name Among the pnuces of 
“ hei OUT! nation, it would have been looked upon 
“ as sacnlege to have become her enemy, or, 
“ indeed, not to have defended hei against any 
“ hostile attemiit She was consideied by aU in 
“ the same light The Nizam of the Deckan and 
“ Tippoo Sultan granted hei the same respect as 
“ the Paishvmh , and Llaliomedans joined vuth 
“ Hmdus in prayers for her long hfe and pios- 
“ penty ” 


• I quote hero the precise vords of the reply made to an 
observation of mine that expressed doubt of the wisdom of 
Ahaija Baee’s conduct 
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An event occurred in the latter years of Ahalya 
Baee of too interesting and afflicting a nature to 
be passed over in sdence The melancholy death 
of her only son, Malee Kow, has been noticed 
She had, besides, one daughter, Muchta Baee, 
who was married*, and had one sonf, who, after 
reaching manliood, died at Mhysii Twelve 
montlis afterwards his father died, and Muchta 
Baee declared immediately her resolution to bum 
with the corpse of hei liushand No efforts (short 
of coercion)^ that a mother and a soveieign could 
use were untned by the virtuous Alialya Baee to 
dissuade her daughter from the fatal resolution. 
She humbled herself to the dust before her, and 
entreated her, as she reveied her God, not to leave 
hei desolate and alone upon earth Muchta Baee, 
although affectionate, was calm and resolved 
“You are old, mother, (she said) and a few years 
“ will end your pious life My only child and 
husband are gone, and when you follow, life, I 
“ feel, will be insuppoitable ; but the opportimity 
“ of terminating it with honour vail then have 
** passed ” Ahalya Baee, when she found aU dis- 
suasion unavailing, determined to ivitness the last 
dreadftd scene She walked m the procession, 
and stood near the pile, where she was supported 
by two Brahmins, who held her arms Although 


• Her liusband’s name was Jeswunt Row Paunseah 
t The child's name was Nutheabah 
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obviously suffering great agony of mind, she re- 
mamed tolerably firm tdl the first blaze of the 
flame made her lose all self-command , and while 
her shrieks mcreased the noise made by the 
exultmg shouts of the immense multitude that 
stood around, she was seen to gnaw m angmsh 
those hands she could not hberate fiom the 
persons by whom she was held After some con- 
vulsive efforts, she so far recovered as to jom in 
the ceremony of bathmg in the Nerbudda, when 
the bodies weie consumed She then retued to 
her palace, where foi tliree days, havmg taken 
hardly any sustenance, she remamed so absorbed 
in gnef that she nevei uttered a word When 
lecovered fiom this state, she seemed to find con- 
solation in budding a beautiful monument* to the 
memoiy of those she lamented 

These particulars are related on the authonty 
of several persons who were near witnesses of the 
affectmg scene, besides that of Baiamul Dadaf, 
who was throughout m attendance on hei It is 
pleasing to find that her devotion, although it 


* There are few modern temples in India of more beautiful 
and finished workmanship than this monument of maternal 
love 

f I went to the spot where this afflicting scene occurred, 
with the venerable Baramul Dada , and though much affected, 
lie seemed to take a melancholy delight m shewing the 
spot where the pile was made, and that where his mistress 
stood to witness her daughter’s sacrifice 
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forbad her to infringe what usage had sanctioned 
and rendered holy, had not subdued in this ad- 
mu able woman’s mind the natural feehngs of 
huraamty 

Ahalya Baee died at the age of sixt)', worn out 
ivith caie and fatigue , and, according to some, she 
hastened her deatli by a too stnct obsei vance of 
the numerous fasts prescribed by her leligion 
She was of middle statuie, and very tliin Tliough 
at no penod of her hfe handsome"', her com- 
plexion, ulncli was of a dark ohve, was clear; and 
hei countenance is descnbed as having been to the 
last hour of her existence agieeable, and expres- 
sive of that goodness wluch marked eveiy action 
of her life Slie was vei y cheerful, and seldom in 
anger, but, when piovokedby vnckedness or crune, 
the most esteemed of hei attendants ti*embledf to 


* When tlie beautiful but wicked Anuntia Baec, wife of 
Ragobab, and mother of BajeroA\, the e\-Paishuah, was at 
Dhar, envious, perhaps, of the fame of Ahalya Baee, she sent 
a female attendant to bring an account of her looks The 
woman is reported to have said on her return, “ Ahalya Baec 
“ has not beautiful features, but a heavenly light is on her 
“ countenance " — “ But she is not handsome, you say," was 
the only reply of her mistre8>, who felt consolation in this 
pai t of the report 

t Baramul Dada, the venerable manager of Mliysir, who 
was for many years one of her most favounte servants, as- 
sured me that when really m anger, which was of rare oc- 
currence, her countenance struck terror into the minds of 
the boldest 
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approach her The mind of this extraordmar)- 
woman had been more cultivated than is usual 
ivith Hindus she could read, and undei stood 
the Puranas, or sacred books, which were her 
favouiite study She is represented as having 
been singularly qiuck and clear in the transac- 
tion of pubhc busmess Her husband was killed 
before she was twenty years of age, and to that 
misfortune were added the vice and insamty of hei 
son These afflictions made a strong unpiession 
on her nund After her husband’s death she 
never ivore coloured clothes*, nor any jewels 
except a small necklace , and, mdeed, remamed, 
amid every temptation, unchanged in hei habits 
or character Flattery even appears to have been 
lost upon Ahalya Baee A Brahirun wrote a book 
in her praise, which she heard read with patience , 
but, after obsemng “ she was a weak smfiil wo- 
man, and not deservnng such fine encomiums,” she 
directed it to be thrown into the Nerbudda, and 
took no farther notice of the author f The facts 
that have been stated of Ahalya Baee rest on 


* She always dressed in plain white clothes, according to 
the usage of Hindu widows, without even an embroidered or 
coloured border 

t This anecdote was related to me by Baramul Dada, when 
sitting on the terrace of her palace at Mhysir, uhich over- 
hangs the Nerbudda. 
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grounds that admit of no scepticism * It is, how- 
ever, an extraordinary picture : — a female without 
vanity, a bigot without intolerance f , a mind im- 
bued until the deepest superstition, yet lecemng 
no impressions except wliat promoted tlie happi- 
ness of those undei its influence , a bemg exercis- 
mg, m the most active and able manner, despotic 
power, not merely with sincere humihty, but 
under the seveiest moral restraint that a strict 
conscience could impose on human action ; and all 
this combined with the greatest indulgence for the 
weakness and faults of others Such, at least, is 
the account which the natives of Malwa give of 
Ahalya Baee • inth them hei name is samted, and 
she IS styled an Avatai, oi Incarnation of the Dm- 
nity In the most sober i iew that can be taken 
of her character, she certainly appears, mlhin her 
limited sphere, to have been one of the purest and 
most exemplary rulers that ever existed ; and she 


* Independently of the numerous and authentic sources 
from which these facts arc drawn, uiy duty led to my making, 
in detail, settlements and agreements with the same classes, 
and the minute evidence I have obtained regarding the acts 
and measures of the mtemal administration of Ahalya Baee 
places Its real character beyond all doubt 

t Intolerance is not a defect of the Hindu religion , but 
Ahalya Baee is represented to have gone farther, and to have 
been peculiarly kind and considerate to such of her subjects 
as differed from lier in faith 
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affords a striking example of the practical be- 
nefit a mind may receive from performing worldly 
duties under a deep sense of responsibility to its 
Creator. 

The hfe of Ahalya Baee has been given at 
greater length than was contemplated, but it 
forms too proud an epoch m the history of the 
house of Holkar to be slightly passed over She 
left no heir to her fortune and power, and we now 
proceed to notice those destroyers, who came to 
rmn the fair prospects which her government had 
opened to the inhabitants of her domimons 

For nearly two years after the death of Ahalya 
Baee, the territories of the Holkar family conti- 
nued prosperous , but the death of Tukajee was 
followed by contests which led to their desola- 
tion This chief left two sons, Casee Row and 
MuUiar Row, by his •^nfe; and two, Jeswunt Row 
and Etojee, by a mistress The pretensions of 
Casee Row were prior from birth, but he was 
weak in intellect and deformed m body, and qiute 
unequal to the active duties of the government 
This made his father and Ahalya Baee desire 
that he should remain at Mhysir , while MuUiar 
Row, a brave and aspuing youth, commanded the 
armies in other words, that the lattei should 
perfoim the duties of Tukajee, and his brother 
those of Ahalya Baee. The belief of such a plan 
being practicable, is a pi oof how easUy the judg- 
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ment may be bbnded by affection • a day’s union 
was not to be expected fiom the opposite cha- 
racter of the brothel s , and from the moment of 
their fathei’s deatli, tliey plotted each otliei’s 
destruction hliilhai Row had piessed his father, 
on the ground of his superior fitness, to name liim 
Ills sole successor ; and, offended at his non-com- 
phance, had thrown himself on the piotection of 
Nana Fuinavese, who promised him assistance 
The tioops were also in his favour, and his ])ro- 
spect of attaining the sovereign power seemed cer- 
tain , when Casee Row, tlien at Jlhysir, entreated 
Dowlet Row Smdia, or rathei Ins minister, tlie 
notorious Siijec Row Ghatkia, to support his pre- 
tensions Tins was jiiomiscd, and on his amval 
at Poona his cause was openly esjioused To 
prevent, howevei, the escape of his brother and 
a piotracted ivai-faie a leconcihation was soiiglit 
and concluded , but on the night of tlie day on 
winch this Avas effected, and the ceremoni" of 
a sacred oath* had passed between tliein, the 
camp of Miilhai Row was suiiounded by the 
disciphned battalions of Sindia The fonner as 


* The oath taken on tins occasion \ms that of Bel-bundar, 
or the pledge of the Bel/* one of tlie most sacred a Hindu 
can take The Bel-iree is rendered lioly by its lca\es being 
used in the worship of Mahadeva Wlien this oath is taken, 
some of Its leaves are filled with turmeric, and interchanged 
with solemn plc<lges by the parties 
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appiised, at daybreak, of his danger, and imme'- 
diately mounted his horse , but before any de- 
fensive arrangements could be made, he was killed 
by a ball which pierced his forehead The price 
of this infamous act of treachery was the resto- 
ration of the bonds* given by Madhajee Smdia to 
Ahalya Baee and Hiurka Baee, and the payment 
of fifteen lacks of rupees f, ten of which were m 
ready money, while the revenue of Ambei , in the 
Deckan, was mortgaged for the remamder 

The whole:}; of Holkai’s troops, except a few 
foUoweis of Casee Row, were dispersed, and 
theu camp plundeied Among the fugitives was 
Jeswunt Row, who earned with liim a few of the 
household horse, and, accoidmg to report, some of 
the family jewels He sought protection at Nag- 
poor , but a behef of his possessing property, or 
a desue to concihate the Poona government and 
Sindia^, made Ragojee Bhonslah seme aud con- 


I am assured of this fact by persons who, having been 
in the service of the Holkar family at the period, must have 
been informed of its correctness 

t This latter sum was demanded as payment for powder 
and shot expended on the occasion 

X The array of Holkar with MuUiar Row at Poona only 
amounted to three or four thousand men 
§ Both the ministers of the Paishwah and Dowlet Row 
Smdia addressed strong letters to Ragojee Bhonslah on this 


occasion 
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fine him He remained m piison six months, 
when he made Ins escape, but was again taken : 
he, however, a second time eluded his guard, and 
arrived in Candeish, a year and a half after 
Mulhar Row was slain. He was accompanied, in 
this second flight, by a Mahomedan* soldier, and 
an active mteihgent Hindu of the name of Bhu- 
wanee Shunkurj". HTicn they reached Candeish, 
Jeswunt Row went to the village of Goorgaum to 
see his tutor Chirana Bhow, who gave him a 
mare if and three hundred mpees, adnsing him 
not to remain there, but to piocecd towards 
Malwa He went first to the small foit of Koo- 
kemada, within six coss of Nunderbar ; and we 
may judge of lus low and desperate condition at 
this peiiod, fiom his having become for tum or 
three montlis the associate of the Bheel clnef who 


* This man's name ^^•as Shah Mahomed, we hear no more 
of him, and he probably died soon, as Jeswunt Row was not 
ungrateful to the few friends who aided him in adversity 
t Bhuwanee Shunhur was, when he attached himself to 
Jeswunt Row, a common writer to a party of ten horse, and 
rose to be Buckshee, or paymaster of his whole army. He 
will be noticed hereafter 

1 The name of this mare was Lunkn , she was of a cliesnut 
colour, and became, though old and not handsome, a great 
favourite, and was celebrated by Jeswunt Row making her, 
on the Dusserah feast, lus chief object of Poojah, or worslup, 
and calling her the origin of his fortunes. 
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possessed the fastness to which he had fled * 
From Kookernada, Jeswunt Row went first to 
Burwanee, and aftemards to Dhuimpooree, a 
town on the Nerbudda, belonging to the family of 
Puar, the chief of which, Anund Row, when he 
received mtelligence of Ins arrival, sent directions 
for his bemg forwaided by the route of Mandoo to 
Dhar , he also sent a diess and a palanqiun to 
meet him, and du ected that all his wants should 
be hbeially supphed These extended, at this low 
ebb of his fortune, even to clothes to cover himself 
and his few followers 

Jeswunt Row remamed two or three months at 
Dhai, wheie several of the old adherents of his 
family jomed Ins standard , but they were, like 
himself, in a wi etched state of poverty Fortu- 
nately, at this period. Rung Row Ourekur, vuth 
a body of Patans and Pmdames, made an attack 
on Anund Rowf The Puar pnnce had actually 
commenced Ins letreat, and had abandoned two 
guns, when he was stopped by Jeswunt Row, who 
entreating hun to stand his ground, piomised that 


* It was about this period that he must have learnt the fate 
of his brother Etojee , who, flying from Poona at the same 
time, had become the associate of freebooters, and was taken 
and trampled to death by an elephant in that city 

+ This attack was made at Kisowul, in a village sixteen 
miles bouth-east of Dhar 
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lie would still wn the victory foi liiin. Taking a 
shp of paper, lie UTote a short note addiesscd to 
tlie leaders of the Pindames Avith Ourckur, stating 
that “ Jeswunt Row Holkar u as wth the Pimr, 
“ and desired them, as adherents of his family, to 
" Anthdraw ” The Pindames at first doubt cd the 
fact, but, when convinced of the tnith by the mes- 
senger who earned it, they fell back .ind cicatcd a 
confusion, dunng vhich the guns uere lecoiered 
Jeswunt Row, springing fioin his horse, sewed a 
spunge staff, and aided by some men, mIio vcrc 
animated by his example, fired U\ o oi thice rounds 
with good aim at the Afghans, nho ncic again 
adi ancmg to the attack , the consequence v as 
their retreat fium the field, and the jiiccipitate 
flight of Ourekui 

The gratitude of Anund Row was commensu- 
rate with the semce that had been rcndeied him; 
but Jeswnmt Row asked nothing but a piomise to 
give hmi refuge when in extreme distress Ills 
haling fled to Dhai was no soonei knoiin than 
Smdia threatened Anund Row inth his highest 
displeasuie, if he weic not seized or expelled; and 
it IS related, that the generosity of .Tcsnunt Row 
would not permit him to he the laiin of his protec- 
tor, ndiich seemed certain if he protracted Ins stay 
He sohated, and obtained, a small aid in money, 
and having recaved, besides ten tliousand nipees, a 
present of seven horses, lie left Dliar with this 
numbci of mounted followers and seien moie 
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1)elonging to Shamrow Madick, a Mahratta who 
had attached himself to his fortunes To this 
train he added about one hundred and twenty 
ragged half-armed foot, composed of his adhe- 
rents, who had been plundered at Poona of their 
horses and property The first enterprise he 
attempted with this party was against one hun- 
dred of Casee Row’s household troops at Debal- 
poor*, which by a rapid movement he com- 
pletely surprised, and not only obtamed some 
good horses by this success, but also a seasonable 
supply of money, winch he extorted from the 
helpless mhabitants of the town This enter- 
prise may be deemed the commencement of the 
predatory career, wluch he appears, from the 
moment he returned to Malwa, to have con- 
sidered the only means of presenmg his oum 
powei, or rescmng the possessions of Ins family 
from Dowlet Row Sindia, in whose hands Casee 
Row was at this tune a mere instrument Jes- 
wunt Row was not, however, inattentive to the 
feehngs and pnde of that family, of which he was 
an lUegitmiate branch, and he knew too Avell the 


* Debalpoor is a town belonging to the Holkar family, si- 
tuated about four miles from the right bank of the Chumbul 
The Chevalier Dudernaic, who had been encamped at it with 
the brigade he commanded in the service of Casee Row, 
marched for Indore, leaving the Pagah horse for the protec- 
tion of Debalpoor 
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sticngtli he might gain oi lose by consulting 
or neglecting tlie prejudices of the adiicrents 
and subjects of the liouse of Ilolkar, to venture 
on a diiect usuipation of the chief authonty; 
but, under tlie pretext of Casee Row’s complete 
incapacit}‘, from natuial defects, mental and cor- 
poreal, he proclaimed Ins allegiance to Kundcc 
Row, tlie infant son of Mulliar Ron by ha\mg 
a Persian seal engiavcd, before he left Dhar, 
nith tlie msciiption "Jesuunt Row], the sub- 
ordinate of Sevaee Kundee Roiv,” and undoi this 
designation he began to collect an army, into which 
all classes, Piiidaines, Bhecls, Afghans, jMalnattas, 
and Rajpoots, weic indiscrumnately admitted 
He had gone from Dcbalpooi to Jomah, and 
thence to Mahidpoor, but the manager of the 
former:}; desued to seize him, and the oflicer m 
charge of tlie lattci refused him the slightest assist- 


* Tins child was bom some montlis after tlie death of his 
fatlier 

•f This Persian seal nus“ JcsHiiiit Row Fcdivce bev.iec 
" Kundee Row ’’ On his JMahrattaone was engraved “at the 
“ feet of tlie husband of Mahalni, (i c Kundee Row, tbc 
" deity of Jcjoory,) the son of IMulhar Row Kundee Row ” 
t Gungnrara Kottarcc, a Banjan, was at this time manager 
of Jowrnh He was an able man , and Jeswunt Row, when 
be came to power, after making his conduct on tins occasion 

a pretence for CN-acting money, emplojed Inm in high situ- 
ations He was for nine or ten jears manager ofRampoora 
and Bampoorn, and several other districts diugnec Rani, 
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ance He then marched East towards Sarung- 
poor ; and Viziei Hussem, a Seid of that town, 
who had been before m the service of the Holkar 
family, was the first man of respectability m Malwa 
who joined him This leader added to the weight 
of his name, and the services of forty or fifty horse 
and two or three hundred foot, a present of five 
thousand mpees ; and it was by his advice that 
Jeswunt Row made an overture to Ameer Khan, 
then encamped at Bhopal with fifteen hundred 
foot The Mahomedan leader, havmg accepted 
the mvitation, marched immediately to Shujahal- 
poor , and the first meeting of those two chiefs, 
since so celebrated m the annals of predatory 
warfare, took place at Ranagunje The terms a d 1798 
of their union weie soon settled Ameei Khan 
gave an engagement never to desert the foi times 
of Jeswunt Row, and received a Avritten promise 
to shaa*e equally in all fiituie plunder and conquest 
There could be httle trouble in making an agree- 
ment between men whose fortunes were at the 
moment ahke despeiate, and neither of whom weie 
restiamed by any scruples, as to its future pei- 
foimance, hkely to obstiuct the promotion of 
theu personal interests Their jomt career com- 
menced by a demand of contribution from the 
Aumd of Shujahalpoor, and that officei, who had 


tlie son of Gungaram Kottaree, is still in the service of the 
Holkar family 
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a few days bofoie insulted Jeswunt Row Mitli an 
offei of two Imndred nipces, was iiou compelled to 
pay seven tliousand to puicliasc Ins absence, and 
that of Ins new ally After mai clung from Shu- 
jahalpoor, Jes\\ unt Roa\ plundered sonic mci chants, 
whose propert) , consisting of clothes to the amount 
of forty thousand nipecs, funnshed Ins new levies 
Avith pa), and bi ought thousands of lecimts to Ins 
standaid 

His next exploit was to jiiUage some ton ns and 
distiicts belonging to Don let Row Sindia, on the 
Nerbudda Fiom Hindia, which he sacked, he 
maiched to the Milage of Kusramid opposite 
Mundle)sir, wheie he h.id an action with a strong 
detachment of the Campoo, or hngade, of the Clic- 
\ahcr Dudernaic, (then in the sennee of Casec 
Ron,) which had been sent fiom that ofiicei’s 
head-tpiailcrs at Indoic to attack him Jesnunt 
Row was Mctoiious, after a se\ ere contest , the 
detachment was destiojed, and eight standards 
and four guns, nhich fell into tlie hands of tlie 
conqueror, gieatly increased both his means and 
reputation He marched immediately to Blhj’sir, 
but he was soon dnven thence, and fled to 
Sutwass, where he took seien guns, which lie 
repaired and earned along nntli him to Burgon- 
dah with tlie intention of inviting to Ins standard 


• The \111ageof Burgondah is sin miles South-west of the 




205 


d at Indore 
acting for 
[Tunal, saw, 
of Jeswunt 
ireseive the 
inpnncipled 
nee of this 
ernaic with 
rho was at- 
orse, joined 
was coin- 
fiom Poona 
considerable 
the interests 
its of all the 

e disciplined 
great pains 
s of Ahalya 
th of money 
to his hands 
commenced 
ion of estab- 
aimy* and 


the same direc- 
atter to Mhysir 


vided his horse 



